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Albania in the Last Decade of the Ottoman Occupation
According to French Diplomacy During the Years 1901 – 1911
Simon Lufi
Assoc. Prof. Dr. , Luigj Gurakuqi University of Shkodër

Marsel Nilaj
PhD, Luigj Gurakuqi University of Shkodër
Abstract
France in the first decade of the twentieth century, will be very active in
European and Balkan events. At the same time, French diplomatic documents
reflect a complete picture of Albania in the first decade of the twentieth
century, in the context of the occupation of the Ottoman Empire. The interests
that Austria and Italy have in particular are analyzed by the side of a state that
was in the opposing camp, the Triple Alliance camp. But in the French
documentation it is clear that one of the most delicate conflicts between
Austria and Italy was the influence that each of these two countries of the
Central Bloc sought to influence the Albanian territory. Albania was seen as a
springboard to the southern Balkans and the only thing that prevented
Austria and Italy from entering the conflict was the preservation of Albania's
status quo and the influence of Germany seeking at all costs to keep the
Central Bloc in cohesion. France through its diplomacy sought to damage the
Central Bloc, to stimulate the connection of new alliances in Europe, wanting
to promote rapprochement between Italy and Russia, but the latter's high
interests in the Balkans, made Russia create for itself agreement with Austria,
really worrying France. Interesting is the fact of diplomatic treatment by
France of the situation in the Balkans and the opinion that French diplomats
have about Albanians. Being more pro-Slavic in the diplomatic side, she sees
critically how the Austrians were using the Albanians to oppose the Balkan
peoples, mainly the Serbs. On the other hand, French diplomats criticize the
Ottoman attitude, which maintained a mild attitude towards Albanians,
explaining it with the fear that the Sultan himself has, given that part of his
guard was Albanian. Thanks to this period and the French diplomacy which
does not have a direct involvement in the Albanian issue, we see with great
interest not only a panorama of the Albanian situation but also of the hidden
European interests, which emerge through the influence on the Albanian
territory as a strategic position.
Keywords: French diplomacy, Albania, Ottoman Empire, Triple Alliance, Central Bloc.
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Introduction
Knowledge of the history of Albanian territories during the last decade of the Ottoman
occupation of Albania, is very valuable if seen from the side of French diplomacy. The
French who are not directly interested in Albanian lands, give us a clear description
and analysis of all the main protagonists, who have direct interests in this western
area of the Ottoman Empire.
The clearest interest that emerges from these documents is the interest of the
Austrians, which within this last Ottoman decade, only grows, passing from the
general Balkan interest, to direct territorial interests for the Dualist Monarchy. As
early as the 1900s the French realized that the Albanian area was the only area in the
Ottoman Empire where the Austrians could extend direct interest. This was also due
to the orientation that the main state of the Central Bloc, to which Austria also
adhered, Germany had left in the direction of exerting influence, as in other areas
towards Eastern Europe, the latter needed to extend to vete. The Albanian part of the
Balkans increasingly began to take on a strategic importance for Vienna after the
occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, giving it two important favors; first: control of
the Otranto canal, as an entry point into the Adriatic Sea, and second, an intermediate
point towards the road to Thessaloniki.
The French documents show that the Austrians, in connection with the importance of
the area, are trying to bring the Albanian population into the Novi Pazar sanjak, as a
support population for Vienna, wanting to separate the Slavic population of
Montenegrins from the Serbs, seeing how a connecting cordon with the Bosniaks he
had under occupation.1 The Austrian interest is even greater than that of the Russians
during the conflict that may have occurred between the Ottoman Empire and
Montenegro in 1911, by the French. For the fact that for Austria Albanian lands are a
direct interest, while for the Russians they are seen as an interest in maintaining a
balance in the Balkans.
The Austrians use propaganda mostly to gain their own interests and to follow the
Albanians. They send military attachés to the city of Ioannina and measure and
analyze the area in terms of geographical relief and the maritime area. Even in this
city in terms of propaganda has entered into conflicts with the Italians who also seek
it for themselves. But the best propaganda is the one made through the water lines by
the Austrian sailing company Lloyd. This company has connected every Albanian
naval pier with the ports of Europe, although it has a great cost for the budget of
Vienna, but the propaganda and political importance that is in the foreground, does
not allow it to stop this activity.2 Apparently the French see that through these actions,

M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome XIII (26 octobre 1910-30 juin 1911)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1955., doc. 358.
2 M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome IV (5 octobre 1903-8 avril 1904)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1932., doc. 269.
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the Austrians make an analytical study of Albanian territory, trying to highlight how
useful it can be for their economic interests.
The French documents also show the use that Austria is making of the religious side
of the Albanians. Despite the fact that Albanians were part of two religions divided
into four religions, the latter in each religion know how to behave, bringing them in
favor of their own interests. Southern Albanians in the Islamic faith, especially those
in the Ioannina area, are lured by money,1 while in the north Catholic Albanians are
used and propagated to defend themselves against the Ottoman Empire. However,
wanting to preserve and protect Muslim Albanians, in order to bring them closer to
their side, they are risking a Catholic transition to Italian influence, Paris notes.
Austrian actions were not always direct in fulfilling their goals. Not infrequently
Austria used other states to achieve these goals, as was the case of Montenegro.
During the uprising in the mountains of northern Albania in 1911, a deeply Catholic
area that had had mutual support with the Austrians, within the Great Powers, French
diplomats, also informed by the Serbs, said that Austria encouraged Montenegro to
support Albanians. Montenegro held several thousand Albanian highlanders inside
fleeing its province after the anti-Ottoman uprising, and presented itself as a mediator
with the Ottoman Empire to bring peace between them. On the other hand their
maintenance required large expenditures, from which the French thought that King
Nicholas of Montenegro was supporting them with Austrian money.2 By doing so, the
Austrians were seen as cooling down Montenegro's relations with Serbia, keeping it
tied behind their backs, somewhat isolating it from Italian influence.
But Vienna's influence over Albania extended as far as Istanbul, where French
diplomats note that the intervention of the Austrian ambassador to Istanbul,
Pallavicini, was so frequent that it was often seen as an insult even by the Ottoman
foreign ministry. But the Austrians used this method because they knew that an
Albanian uprising at the time of the post-revolutionary riots of the Young Turks would
further weaken the Ottoman Empire.3 But despite the great support from the
Austrians, the French notice that there is a rift, in which Archduke Franc Ferdinand
himself gives a great and persistent support to the Albanians and Count Aehrenthal,
tries to have a reservation from the open support. , not wanting to upset the balance
with Italy.
The Austrian position in the Kosovo area was also criticized. The French are worried
about the support that the Austrians are giving to the Albanians of this province, to be
harsh towards the Serbs of this area. It can even be seen that the Austrians are
encouraging the Kosovars to rise up even against the respect of the sultan in order to
M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome XI (15 mai 1907-8 février 1909)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1950., doc. 336.
2 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XIII (26 octobre 1910-30 juin 1911)”, doc. 229.
3 M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 3" Série
(1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1939., doc. 255.
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bring instability so that he can intervene later. When it came to Serbs and the behavior
of Albanians, the French maintained a position with the Russians, who had more
direct interests in their defense, and where the Russians were the first informants of
Austrian actions against the Serbs, through the Albanians. The support of the Albanian
attack on the Serbs was also noticed in the territory of Bitola. The French even note
that for their own purposes Austria in Kosovo, given that there is a dominance of the
Islamic faith among Albanians, supports this group more even in the face of Albanian
Catholics, even when the latter are wronged by the Ottomans, or Albanians of the
Islamic faith.1 The French also justify the Serbian concern that very soon Vienna to
cross to Thessaloniki will not pass from Mitrovica but from Belgrade, where the Serbs
can not resist for more than a month.
Meanwhile, regarding Ottoman policy in Kosovo, Vienna is trying to intervene. The
Austrians feared that the unrest in Kosovo could lead to an uprising against the
Ottomans as early as 1903, so in that case Vienna would have to intervene.2 At the
same time in the Mürzsteg Agreement between Austria and Russia, to undertake some
liberalizing reforms in the Ottoman Empire on October 2, 1903, the Austrians said
that the Kosovo Albanians did not welcome this, although the Austrians themselves
did not want the Kosovo area to be affected. fort from reforms.3 In fact, the Albanians
had not accepted these reforms because they demanded that Christians not be
included in the Ottoman army, even protesting in Mitrovica led by Isa Boletinini.
While 7 years later in the general uprising that took place in Kosovo, Austrian support
for the Albanians was seen by the French as very low. French diplomats note that
since the takeover of Bosnia by the Ottomans in 1908, the Austrians have been more
cordial with Istanbul. Through this, the French also explained the lack of interest
shown by Vienna in the Kosovo uprising in 1910, leaving without support an area that
had invested to incite it against the sultan 7 years ago.4
Another city that the French see as an expansionist influence in Albanian lands was
Skopje. This city, which was included in the accounts of the Macedonian cause, was a
good strategic point for the Austrians. It was seen by the French as the end point of
the invasions that went from Bosnia to Prizren and stopped in Skopje, as well as an
exit point from Skopje to the Shengjin pier on the Adriatic coast. But even here he was
exerting influence through the Albanians, through the Austrian schools and the
expulsion of the Serb population, and above all by stimulating the Albanian Catholic
clergy, which was like an enclave between an Orthodox and Islamic area.5 Although at
M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome II (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1902)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1931., doc. 401.
2 M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1931, doc. 155.
3 Rahimi, Shukri. “Lufta e Shqiptarëve për Autonomi 1897 – 1912”, Mitrovicë: Progres, 1980., pg. 118.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XIII (26 octobre 1910-30 juin 1911)”, doc. 52.
5 M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1930., doc. 526.
1
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first sight aid to Skopje was seen as aid to the Bulgarians, in fact Skopje was becoming
more and more an Austrian city.1 The Austrians even opposed the Ottomans, who had
left the areas of Skopje or Bitola, during the elections in the Ottoman Empire of 1904,
to be controlled by its silent rival, the Italian state.
The attitudes and interests of the Italian state over the Albanian vilayets are very well
expressed in the analysis of French diplomacy. The Italians had similarities to
Austrian politics and even often held the same attitude or used the same tactics as the
Austrians, but only for their own interests. The Italians are also seen by the French as
not wanting any Slavic state, especially Montenegro and Serbia, to approach the
Adriatic coast in the Albanian part.2 Among the Italians there are two groups related
to interests in Albania, one is for the growth of economic interests, but maintaining
the status quo of Albanians under the Empire, while the other group wants to be more
active and wants either Tripoli or Albania to be invaded for the interests of tire. The
Italians also wanted at all costs to establish themselves in Albanian territories, not
leaving it alone under the influence of a single large European power, as seen in
Austria. French diplomats even noted that Albania would take on greater importance
for Italy if German influence in the Hellenic state led to a strengthening of relations
between the Ottoman Empire and Austria. At such a moment the Italians would
sacrifice Tripoli for Albania.3 Albanian territories and the conflict with the Ottomans
began to interest more and more Italians, during the time that Italy went to war with
the Ottoman Empire, because it wanted to create instability within the empire. Such
a thing was noticed a lot after 1910 by French diplomats. So Rome began to become
more active in helping the Albanians with weapons, in the uprising.
Like Austria, Italy in 1901 began to consider investments in Albanian territories,
starting with the telegraph to connect the Albanian coast, but also including it in the
agenda of the Italian Parliament. Even in front of Istanbul, through her ambassador,
she demanded that reforms be taken, as in the Vilayets of Kosovo and Bitola, as well
as in the Vilayets of Shkodra and Ioannina, vilayets that had direct interests of Italian
diplomacy.4 Even the French consul from Ioannina in 1904, says that in this area the
Italians are paying attention to the Albanians of the Islamic faith, seeing them as more
militant to promote them and use them in the side of their own interests. It is seeking
political support from Albanians through the creation in the future of an Albanian
principality with a prince under Italian influence, and it mentions the Spaniard
Alehandro Castrioti, of Albanian origin from the family of Gjergj Kastriot. On the other

M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome XII (9 février 1909-26 octobre 1910)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1954., doc. 601.
2 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, doc. 4.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XI (15 mai 1907-8 février 1909)”, doc. 63.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…", 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome II (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1902)”, doc. 522.
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hand, Italy is trying to use the influence of the Italian-Albanian colonies in Calabria
and Sicily, who are interested in the fate of the Albanians of the Ottoman Empire.1
But Italy tried to be fruitful in the field of education, to increase its influence on
Albanians. This is done openly and secretly. The French consul in Shkodra (center of
the vilayet of Shkodra), Mr. Alric, was secretly asked to open an Albanian school in
Mirdita, with Italian subsidies and to use the Albanian language. This secrecy was
required, due to the fact that France had influence and opportunities to act in Mirdita,
and on the other hand did not want to oppose its ally Austria which was interested in
Catholic areas. The insistence was so great that Italy undertook to pay the individual
debts of the French consul if it managed to issue such a permit.2 Another area where
Italian influence was coming through education was Vlora and Ioannina, where Italian
vocational and art schools were opened in these cities, where they were maintained
by the Italian state budget and had a high attendance, which was growing from year
to year. for the arasim investments in the albanian vilayets, the French noticed.
Germany, the main country that kept the Tripartite Alliance alive, is seen by French
documents as having a weak and indirect interest in Albanians. Even the French
ambassador to Germany, Mr. Bohourd, says that in a meeting in Berlin, the German
ambassador in Istanbul called the Albanians wild,3 which showed that they did not
even have sympathy for the Albanians. The Germans were even afraid of the
Albanians with their attitudes towards the Empire because the Albanian uprisings
could require new talks between Tripala's allies. However, in 1911 the Germans also
acknowledged that the Albanians were a factor in the international aspect, as long as
the events in Albania influenced the Moroccan issue, where Berlin was involved with
interests.
They had the most interest in helping the Austrians in the Albanian areas. Germany
had given its support that after the Congress of Berlin in 1878, it should extend to the
southeast, towards Bosnia and the lands further south. Reforms in the Ottoman
territories seemed absurd to Germany, but it tried to support Austria in its interests
within this empire.4 Berlin even wanted to agree with Italy to give it Sarajevo, only for
the latter to give up its interests in Albania.5
But the Germans seek to maintain at all costs balances in the interests between its
allies Austria and Italy in Albanian territories. It never seeks to establish a hegemony
of Austrian politics in Albania, putting the Italians out of the game.6 Berlin often made
its statements public in the German press in order to resolve the situation and to send
M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome V (9 avril-31 décembre 1904)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1934., doc. 21.
2 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, doc. 505.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 365.
4 Pllana, Emin. “Kosova dhe Reformat në Turqi, 1839 – 1912”, Prishtinë: Rilindja, 1978., pg. 169-170.
5 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XI (15 mai 1907-8 février 1909)”, doc. 448.
6 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome II (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1902)”, doc. 236.
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messages to the two allies, stating that despite the interests of the two allies, the
alliance between them was strong. The Germans also tried to soften the rivalry
between the allies by restraining to some extent the Austrians when they became
more diligent in their interests in Albania.
French diplomacy carefully observes that the relations between Italy and Austria are
not so synchronized between them in the Albanian territories, even though they
belong to the same camp. The Italians try to act as an antithesis of Austrian actions in
the country. Rome since 1901 demanded that the telegraphic communication it had
with Montenegro be extended to Shkodra, although this will not be well received by
its ally. Paris even thinks that the deceptive Austrian policy was making Italy lose a
lot in the Albanian territory, because Austria was acting through propaganda and the
use of the Catholic clergy.1 Italy did not receive support from the Catholic clergy
because it supported Austria, but from Albanian intellectuals who had begun to lose
faith in the Austrians.2 At the same time another area of rivalry was Epirus, where the
Austrians sought to take precedence even in education in this area, wanting to have
control of the Otranto canal, the strategic point that both allies expressed rivalry
actions in this area for this reason.3 The Austrians, even if they did not express it in
diplomatic actions, often attacked Italy in their press for their behavior in Albania.
Thus expressing a dissatisfaction with their presence in these vilayets.
The Italians themselves, in order to avoid the open conflict, had expressed their
neutrality in Albania in 1901, trying not to create incidents between the allies. The
French diplomats even openly expressed to the Italian ambassadors that Austria is an
enemy in your interests, both in the Julian Alps and in the Albanian territory. In the
event of a conflict in the East, Austria would rely on Germany and would not support
the Italians.4 But this conflict, which fluctuated between silence and behind-thescenes work, often worried the German Foreign Ministry, which for a decade tried to
call on both sides to bring them closer to their interests in the Albanian area. During
the period 1909 - 1911, when the Albanians began to get involved in strong
opposition and uprisings against the Ottoman Empire, French diplomacy saw that
these two countries accuse each other of inciting Albanians without their knowledge.
Very interesting is the point of view of French diplomacy, after recognizing the facts
of the silent conflict between Austria and Italy. For the French diplomats in Vienna,
the relationship between the two countries varies between hatred and distrust, to any
event or exceeding of competencies in Albania, it seems to them a casius belli to start
a conflict between them.5 French diplomats even predict that Italy would be puzzled
if Austria crossed from Novi Pazar to take all of Albania and leave for Vlora (a city that
M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, doc. 12.
Buxhovi, Jusuf. “Kosova Vëll. II Perandoria Osmane”, Prishtine: Faik Konica, 2012., pg. 372.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome V (9 avril-31 décembre 1904)”, doc. 21.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 129.
5 M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 161.
1
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had a direct connection to the closure of the Otranto Canal). The French ambassador
in Paris, Barrere, had spoken directly to the Italian foreign ministry, saying that the
Austrians flatter you, and act for themselves. Such behavior and statements by the
French are undoubtedly a diplomatic way of enticing, to make the Italians side with
the French, but many of these predictions will come true, only a few years later.
The French make an accurate description of the German role and actions to orient its
allies to avoid conflict. They say that Germany wants both Austria and Italy to
maintain the status quo in Albania, because an autonomous Albania would increase
rivalry between them. Really the only moment when the rivalry between the two
calmed down, happened when both these countries agreed to maintain the status quo
of Albania under the Ottoman Empire. The main goal, which Italy wanted to maintain
the status quo, was only not to gain more in an Albanian autonomy Austria. She even
vehemently opposed this as early as 1901, stating that never a state, which is
composed of citizens of Islamic and Christian faith, can ever be able to govern itself.1
Justification through religious danger, made the behavior of Vienna insecure, since it
within the empire in the Albanian vilayets was responsible for the protection of
Catholic Christians.
However, both of these countries were aware of each other's strength and the damage
they would suffer, so for almost the entire decade they maintained peace only by
maintaining the status quo over the Albanian vilayets. Despite the fact that Albanian
pro-Italian groups in Italy tried to encourage the Albanian people to demand
autonomy, the Italian state tried to curb these initiatives.2 Even the tendencies for an
open autonomy, the French see expressed between the two allies only in 1906, when
it is hypothesized that if there will be dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, then there
will be an autonomous Albania.3 The non-realization of this maneuver for the whole
decade under consideration, French diplomats see as connected with the financial
difficulties that Vienna has. Not being able to invest in such a moment, she fears that
it will be exploited by Italy and its interests will be ruined.4
Austria did not remain fully loyal and cooperative to Italy when it came to the policies
to be pursued on the Balkan Peninsula. She knew that one of the main states with high
interests and quite active on the peninsula was especially Russia. The closest political
reconciliation between the two countries would be after the Mürzsteg Agreement on
reforms in the vilayets where the majority of the population was Albanian.
Cooperation even goes so far as to ask Istanbul to bring Ottoman armies over Albanian
areas to allow the implementation of these reforms. But more than a co-operation was
a Russian tactic, according to the French pursuing Vienna. Paris was amazed at how
M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, doc. 365.
M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome II (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1902)”, doc. 201.
3 M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome X (10 avril 1906-16 mai 1907)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1948., doc. 372.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 161.
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Russia allowed it to penetrate so deeply into the Epirus area, Austria with its
influence. But Austria used two favors, the first being the confidence it had received
from the Russians after the Mürzsteg agreement, that just as Moscow and Vienna were
simultaneously seeking reforms in the Balkans, so they were willing to cooperate. And
the second element was the Austrian opportunism which took advantage of the
moment when Russia was engaged in fighting in the Far East,1 not having many
opportunities to directly influence or oppose the Albanian territories. But the AustroRussian influence and relations for the Albanian territories had also worried Istanbul.
The sultan himself had demanded new reforms in these territories during 1905, from
British financiers, in order to remove this action from the hands of these two allies.2
However, both Moscow and Vienna never stopped communicating together and
drafting reforms for the Albanian vilayets and presenting them to Istanbul, projects
which remained unanswered and without approval. But Albanians also began to feel
disappointed by Vienna, especially after the takeover of Bosnia in 1908 by Austria,
where it was said that Russia itself had allowed it, in exchange for the silent surrender
of any Albanian part to the Balkan states that supported Russian interests.3 The
Russian attitude starting from 1901 and going towards the end of the decade of
Ottoman occupation, intensifies more and more in the Albanian problems. In early
1901 and during the early years Russia was more preoccupied with Orthodox
religious problems amid its dominance through bishops that it would establish in
Serb-influenced Orthodox centers such as Mitrovica, even though it was an Albanianmajority city. Mitrovica is counted in the territories where Russia wanted to exert
influence over the Serbs through the establishment of the metropolis, although the
Serbs themselves oppose this. The situation continued in Bitola or Skopje, where in
order to maintain its dominance in Skopje, Russia sought to establish a Serbian
metropolis, removing the Bulgarian one, whom it did not trust as its own.
But the full influence and interest of the Russians in the documents of French
diplomacy is more noticeable during 1909 and onwards. As early as 1909, the
Russians drafted a plan which received the approval of the High Gate, to dry up the
fields around Lake Shkodra, where it was attempted to gain a large area of agricultural
land from both the Albanian and Montenegrin sides.4 From the way the events
unfolded in the next three years in the conflict situation that was created by
Montenegro and until the occupation of the city of Shkodra by the Montenegrins
during the First Balkan War in November 1912, it can be seen that this plan was well
thought out. The Russians through this sought to inject their influence and an
investment into an area of one of its allies such as Montenegro.

M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome V (9 avril-31 décembre 1904)”, doc. 207.
M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome VI (2 janvier-6 juin 1905)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1935., doc. 100.
3 Buxhovi, Jusuf. “Kosova Vëll. II...”, pg. 371-372.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XII (9 février 1909-26 octobre 1910)”, doc. 264.
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However, the French see them as reserved in the direct involvement of the Russians
in the Highlanders' uprising of 1911, seeing the Albanian conflict with Istanbul as an
internal affair of the Ottoman Empire. When in fact the Russians saw that it was not a
relationship except between the two sides, she knew that the Montenegrins were
advised by the Austrians to support the Albanians. The French understood that Russia
also wanted to get involved in this situation, but there are fears of direct involvement
from the Austrians, who were also taking Montenegro's safe ally on their side. But the
Russians are already realizing that Albanians are becoming an international factor not
only in the Balkans but also in Europe through their insurgent war. Russian diplomats
told their French counterparts that if the conflict between the Ottomans and the
Albanians was not resolved by March 1912, the event would involve the Balkans and
Europe.1
Through French diplomacy we also understand the relations beyond the European
blocs between the states when the common interests approached. This time we can
analyze very well the agreements between Italy and Russia when it came to Albania's
problems. Throughout the decade, Italy tried to compromise Russia in its interests in
the Balkans, when it was impossible for it to openly oppose Austrian interests in
Albania. To the French, the Italian diplomats themselves had stated that they would
rather see Russia on the Adriatic coast than Austria in Albania.2 This is also related to
the strategic territory that Vienna required in the Albanian area, having also the area
of the Otranto Canal, where the sea neck of Italy was. But the French themselves
welcomed Italy's rapprochement with Russia, and through it with the Entente camp.
They stated that if Italy severed relations with Austria due to Albanian interests, it
could form a New Alliance in the Balkans with Russia, or even Serbia, where it could
unite the issue of Bosnia or the Albanians who were under Austrian influence.
Whereas in 1909, at a time when any kind of interest or connection between the
parties in interests began to intensify, between Russia and Italy in the conversation
between the foreign ministers of the two countries Izvolsky and Tittoni it was
accepted that no clause of the Triple Alliance, prevented the establishment of an
agreement between the two countries to maintain the status quo in Albania. The
rapprochement between Italian and Russian interests occurred when both sides
sought to exclude from the reforms in Macedonia the vilayet of Shkodra and Ioannina,
where were the interests of Italy but also that of Kosovo and Bitola, where there were
interests of Serbia, and for which Italy was gave support.3 Through French diplomacy
we also understand the interests of the Russians that are hidden behind the Italians.
Russian Minister Izvolsky himself stated to the French ambassador in Saint
Petersburg, Louis, that in case the status quo is not maintained, we are to make
territorial changes to help the Balkan states, while the Italians want the border
M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 393.
M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 294.
3 Buxhovi, Jusuf. “Kosova Vëll. II...”, pg. 441.
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between the nationalities to be preserved. This Italian policy, although it seems
somewhat outdated, for the Russians it is in the interest of keeping Italian politics
close, it is enough to exclude Austria.1 This suggests that the Russians were using the
Italians only to divide the Central Bloc, and that Italian interests in guarding ethnic
Albanian borders were of no value to Russia.
But the French ambassador in Rome also welcomes the rapprochement between Italy
and France. The French even predicted that a rapprochement of a nationalist line that
could bring Germany and Austria closer together could well bring Rome closer to
Paris. This could happen without fear on the part of the Italians, knowing that the
French had no direct interests in Albanian territory, especially when Austria turned
Italy into a second-hand power in the Adriatic.2 The French themselves thought that
Russia's rapprochement with Italy to split the Vienna-Rome relationship would
disappoint the diplomats in St. Petersburg, but on the other hand sought to get closer
to the Italian plans in Albania. These plans, although not at all close to French
interests, were approved by Paris in the hope that they could influence new groupings
of continental powers in Europe, 3 which meant influencing the cooling of the axis
between Rome and Vienna. France always saw Italian politics in the hope of bringing
it closer, and it was even against the support that the Russians began to give to the
Austrians in the area of Manastir during the 1904 parliamentary elections in the
Ottoman Empire. This is also due to the fact that they began to see the first
rapprochement between the two powers with direct interests in the Balkans.
French diplomacy also feels dissatisfied with Austrian policy in the context of the
religious protection it provided to Albanian Catholics in the context of the cult
protectorate. The French are worried that if a French priest in the Albanian area were
to stand trial, should she wait for this French Catholic priest to be defended by Austria,
this action seems quite insulting to remain in the hope of Austria. Also the French
ambassador in Istanbul, indirectly accuses his foreign minister of never intervening
to be more active in regaining the protection of Catholics who had had it centuries ago
than the Austrians within the Ottoman territories. Another criticism was given to the
Austrians in Albania for the fact that Vienna gave the Albanian Catholics only religious
protection, but never gave them a general or political protection, as the French had
given them throughout the time they were defending the province of Mirdita.4 On the
other hand, they see early on that Albania for Austrian interests will become a Tunisia
of the Balkans,5 giving the same values that Tunisia has for French interests on the
North African coast, and as a result the French saw the support of Balkan interests as

M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XII (9 février 1909-26 octobre 1910)”, doc. 340.
M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome V (9 avril-31 décembre 1904)”, doc. 212.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 278.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XI (15 mai 1907-8 février 1909)”, doc. 579.
5 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 270.
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positive. Russians to the Austrians, although St. Petersburg for years cooperated with
Vienna, yes for Balkan interests.
In French diplomatic documents, there is always an opinion about Albanians that they
are very militant. The French openly state that they would feel insecure if French
soldiers were stationed in an Albanian constituency to maintain order in 1904. On the
other hand, also in talks with German diplomats during 1911, they say that the
conflicts started by the Albanians in The Ottoman Empire, could set fire to the East.1
France also sees the involvement of Great Britain in the problems of the Ottoman
Empire in relation to the conflict that exists with the Albanians as a haste. She thinks
that should be left first to be resolved between countries that have these problems for
decades under consideration, such as Austria and Russia. Whereas the demands of
England to the Ottoman Empire for education, weapons and fiscal taxes to be
liberalized towards the Albanians are seen as untimely, because some of these have
been regulated by the parties themselves. While other requirements that England
requires such as the provision of water communication channels, is not seen as an
Albanian requirement, it is even thought that Albanians are not interested in
navigation channels to be included as a requirement. French diplomats think that
after the Albanian demands, the British seek to introduce their interests, even in the
Albanian area.2
Relations between Albanians and the Ottoman Empire are not infrequently seen as
benevolent. The French in diplomatic correspondence between them, complained
that the sultan treated the Albanians well. He treated them kindly and did not attack
them, even for the reforms that the Ottoman Empire approved in 1901, they say that
the sultan himself paid for the monastery of Deçan in Kosovo to the Serbs.3 When in
fact it is not at all so. As early as 1902, the Ottomans brought troops to Kosovo to quell
any dissatisfaction among the Albanian population with the reforms that benefited
most Serbs there. He even asked the clerics of the Islamic faith to persuade the
Albanians of the Islamic faith to stay away from national actions, because they were
threatened by Christians.4 French diplomats personally linked the sultan's reluctance
during the first months of 1903 to send troops to suppress the uprising in Kosovo to
the sultan's conduct. They linked him for two reasons: first, because he saw them as
the most devout subjects of the Islamic faith towards him,5 and second, he was afraid
of causing resentment among a people whose main door guards of his palace were
Albanians.6 This meant that he was afraid of the assassinations against him that the
Albanians could do. But the sultan soon overcame his insecurities and, as he told
M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome XIV (1er juillet-4 novembre 1911)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1955., doc. 353.
2 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XIV (1er juillet-4 novembre 1911)”, doc. 372.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome II (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1902)”, doc. 539.
4 Rahimi, Shukri. “Lufta...”, pg. 115.
5 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 164.
6 Ibid., doc. 164.
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French diplomats, when he was sure he could completely defeat the Albanians in the
area from Prizren to Gjakova, he sent 27 battalions with 5 artillery batteries, ordering
their arrest and deportation to Asia. Small up to 300 people from resistance leaders.1
But the Kosovo Albanians were against it like the upper strata of the beys because it
would deprive them of some of the privileges they had, as well as the new bourgeois
or simply commercial strata because in these reforms they saw the raising of taxes on
them.2 While the French diplomats had created a panorama that the Albanians were
already avoiding any imperial obligation and that the Albanians obeyed and depended
only on the local beys, while in fact writing and books in the Albanian language were
not allowed until 1909, and that personalities acting against the Ottoman Empire had
to emigrate outside the Ottoman territories because they could be imprisoned.3
French diplomacy has a very interesting prediction since 1908, regarding the
relationship between young Turks and Albanians. Although the delegate of the
Macedonian financial commission, Mr. Steeg, describes an enthusiastic atmosphere
from Skopje that Albanians show in Skopje after the announcement of the new
Ottoman constitution, the forecast for the future is sadder. He thinks that the young
Turks deceived the Albanians by using their enthusiasm, for whom the constitution
meant autonomy, so in the first moment that the young Turks will seek to make a new
and centralized administration in Albanian lands, the latter will be disappointed and
start the conflict.4 Very soon this will be true, when the first clashes will take place
between the Albanians and the new Ottoman administration, even though the new
Ottomans had relied on coming to power, in the hatred that the Albanians had for
Sultan Abdul Hamid II.5 The interests of the Balkan states are best found in the French
diplomatic documentation, not to mention her emotional feelings for the interests of
the states that she might sympathize with the Balkan mosaic. Bulgarian interests in
Albanian lands are seen in many ways. Bulgaria is involved in all diplomatic relations
in the Balkans. It finds itself in the early 1900s, in the religious problems between the
domination of Bulgarian-style orthodoxy over the Serbian one, in the Macedonian
area. Although the whole game of religious domination took place in Albanianmajority cities such as Bitola and Skopje. A conflict that will only end with the support
of the Istanbul Patriarchate, which recognizes Serbian domination, given the
Bulgarians a closer look at Austrian influence, as it had interests in turning the two
cities on its side. As for the interests in the Macedonian issue, Bulgaria is doubled
between the two countries that have the most influence on Albanian lands, between
the support of both Italian and Austrian policies.

M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome III (3 janvier-4 octobre 1903)”, doc. 195.
Pllana, Emin. “Kosova...”, pg. 174.
3 Swire, Joseph. “Shqipëria Ngritja e një mbretërie”, Tiranë: Dituria, 2005., pg. 78.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…" 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XI (15 mai 1907-8 février 1909)”, doc. 419.
5 Shaw, Stanford. “History Of The Ottoman Empire And Modern Turkey, Vol. II: Reform, Revolution, and
Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey, 1808-1975”, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976., pg.
265.
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During the years 1904 - 1905, Sofia, due to the increase of Austrian domination,
especially after the reforms in the Albanian vilayets, tried to cross over to Italy, asking
it to remove the Austrians from the domination in the Albanian lands, and not to be
interested only in the areas. southern Albanians leaving the Austrians free in the areas
of Kosovo and Bitola.1 Bulgaria has been reflecting this concern in its European and
European press all this time. Meanwhile, during the beginning of the Albanian
uprisings in 1910 - 1911, seeing that the Austrian influence was growing not only
within the Albanians, but especially in decision-making moments in the Ottoman
Empire, Sofia's policy pays attention to Vienna diplomacy. The Bulgarians, informed
by the Macedonians about the insurgent behavior of the Albanians at the end of 1911,
about an uprising in the spring of 1912 (which was talked about and expected to start
by the Albanians, all over the Balkans), inform the Austrians that they support it. any
Albanian nationalist movement, but demand that the area from Pirot in Serbia to
Strumica be annexed to Bulgaria as assigned to it in the Treaty of St. Stephen (1878).2
The diplomatic behavior of the Bulgarian King Fredinand I, on the one hand,
demanded that the Austrians see Bulgaria as an ally on the side of the Albanians, and
on the other hand, in the moments of the division of the Ottoman Balkan map, to take
a coveted part long ago.
While French diplomats see Romania as very calm and even cold, regarding the
Albanian situation throughout the decade under consideration. Bucharest was not
afraid of Albanians in the first years of the twentieth century, but a revolution in
Istanbul, which could overthrow the entire Balkans. Their only interest in the
Albanian areas was that in any form of administration that could be established on
Albanian lands, the Kutzo-Vlach community, which was of origin and with ethnic and
spiritual ties to the Romanians, be treated well. While at the end of the decade, their
only concern was the support that Italy was giving to Montenegro, which was
interfering in the affairs of Albania, that if added would upset the balance, leaving
room for more intensive intervention by the Austrians.3 The most accurate picture
that can be made by French diplomacy for a Balkan state, which has its own interests
in Albanian lands, is undoubtedly the Serbian state. This is due to the fact that France
provided support to Serbia, and at the same time the direct relations and diplomatic
relations between the two countries are very intensified. Serbia itself, after Russia,
saw France as the power that gave it support, reporting in every detail on the Albanian
area. Serbs occasionally complain to the French about how Austria uses both
Bulgarians and Albanians to clear Serb areas. The incitement of these two peoples to
create conflicts with the Serbs occurred because Vienna wanted to play the first
conciliatory role between the parties, to use them in favor of the policy of influence,4
and this meant that the Serbs had to be guarded as by the Albanians. as well as by the
M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome VI (2 janvier-6 juin 1905)”, doc. 468.
M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 181.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 283.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome I (2 Janvier-31 Decembre 1901)”, doc. 125.
1
2

14

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

Bulgarians.1 Serbs are so concerned about relations between Albanians and Austrians
that their plan was to invite Albanian Catholics, after Serbia's agreement with the
Vatican, to leave Austrian influence and to cooperate with Serbs against the
Ottomans.2 On the other hand, it was declared to the French ambassadors that the
Albanian vilayets should not be excluded from the reforms of 1903-1904, because
these brought development. In the conditions when the Albanians themselves had
demanded the exclusion at all costs, this showed that the Serbs were interested in the
Albanians being in conflict with both the Austrians who had proposed them and the
Ottomans who would implement them, consequently this would bring a rift. between
Albanians and Austrians.
During 1909 the Serbs declared to the Austrians that they accepted the annexation of
Bosnia by Vienna, but on the condition that it allow the Serbs to take over the sanjak
of Novi Pazar as well as Skopje, finally removing Bulgarian influence in the city.3 This
was the next Serbian negotiation in the period when the Bulgarians themselves had
returned from the Austrian side, anticipating that Austrian diplomacy would be
strengthened in the Balkans of Albanian lands, so they sought at all costs to support
it, but also to be able to derive benefits. without heating up the situation. The French
did not see the benefit of the Serbs in the Albanian lands from the Austrian tolerance,
but in the opportunities and spaces that the Ottomans themselves were giving to the
Serbs. This is expressed in two ways. First, the Serbs exercised their influence on the
Albanian lands through the Serbian metropolis of Pristina and Skopje, the latter they
had managed to take from the Bulgarian influence since the beginning of 1900, after
the intervention of Istanbul to pass it into the hands of the Serbs. On the other hand,
they are allowed to occupy the territories from the Drini River to Lake Ohrid, so much
so that the Serbs themselves admit that they have traveled a long way in the
geographical borders of Albanian lands.4 Serbs found on the side of the Ottomans, and
being favored by Istanbul, often expressed to the French the concern that, like
Bulgaria, Montenegro was falling on the side of Austro-Hungarian politics. The Serbs
had started a conflict with Montenegro, because the former did not support the policy
that Cetigne was pursuing on behalf of Vienna, keeping the Albanian highlanders as
refugees, after the anti-Ottoman uprising of 1911. Because the extension of Austrian
influence in the Montenegrin area to that Albanians closed the coast to Belgrade.5
Montenegro's attitude and political maneuvers are also in the spotlight of French
diplomacy. Montenegro since the beginning of 1902 is seen as having annexation
goals for the Shkodra region, although there are ethnic differences with the local

M.A.É., “Origines De La Guerre De 1914 Documents Diplomatiques Français (1871-1914) 2" Série
(1901-1911) Tome VII (7 juin-28 septembre 1905)”, Paris: L'Europe Nouvelle, 1935., doc. 313.
2 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome VII (7 juin-28 septembre 1905)”, doc. 322.
3 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XII (9 février 1909-26 octobre 1910)”, doc. 186.
4 M.A.É., “Origines…” 2" Série (1901-1911) Tome XIII (26 octobre 1910-30 juin 1911)”, doc. 270.
5 M.A.É., “Origines…" 3" Série (1911-1914) Tome I (4 novembre 1911-7 février 1912)”, doc. 311.
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population.1 The French even see as ridiculous the appearance in the Montenegrin
press of the claim of the Montenegrin princely family for the throne of Albania, but
they understand the need for the northwestern Albanian areas, Montenegro. The
latter is also seen as concerned as Serbia, about the penetration of Austrian influence
in Kosovo, but the support to stop it, which he did not find in his son-in-law, the King
of Italy, he occasionally hoped to get from Germany itself, where in 1908 went directly
to meet him for this work. While Italy, for its part, according to French documents,
used Montenegro, also as a family link between father-in-law and father-in-law, to
obtain information from Cetigne on Albanian areas, where this country was a good
connoisseur of Albanian lands.2 However, the rapid dynamics of events in the Balkans,
made Montenegro like other countries to change direction and orientation, in favor of
their own interests. Montenegro is mostly seen by the French in connection with the
events of 1911, and with the support it gave to the Albanian highlanders against the
Ottomans. The French see that Cetigne is playing a double game with both the
Ottomans and the Austrians, but supports the latter. The Ottomans themselves
declare to the French that it was the Montenegrins themselves who supported the
Albanians, forcing Istanbul to send troops3 when the French complained in favor of
the Montenegrins about the presence of armies on the Ottoman-Montenegrin border.
However, the French admit that the Montenegrin game is run from Vienna and with
Vienna money, for Albanian purposes.
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Different Areas of Social Life and Their Access During and
Post Covid-19
Blerina Muskaj
University Aleksander Moisiu of Durres, Albania
Abstract
Corona-virus 19 has managed to penetrate and completely change the
approach of society, thus further developing technology and giving way to the
internet. The problem that arises in this paper is the technology and the
inclusion of the lives of individuals in this new system of communication and
action. Based on the qualitative scientific method we will seek to examine the
reality of applied communication theories. The developed topic itself requires
a special and dedicated research. Society is always evolving and its adaptation
to socio-technological changes is required, with the advent of Corona-Virus 19
in all spheres of life. The Internet and technology are seen at this stage as the
best problematic solution to not paralyze every sphere of life from daily
activities, as if this were to happen we would be in a total social and global
chaos. In the end, the question arises if we are ready (as a global population)
to live with technology and this world order where big governments and
international organizations (eg the Health Organization) are taking us and
offering us?
Keywords: technology, Corona- Virus, New World Order
Introduction
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 on the European continent all social life has been
paralyzed, building new behaviors starting with:
1. Use of protective masks.
2. Keeping distance between people no closer than 1.5m.
3. Conducting conferences, meetings or teaching through video conferencing using
the Internet and technology programs such as: Microsoft Team and Zoom.
4. Online registrations, thus scheduling an appointment with a family doctor, hospital
or various institutions.
From the above we see how this pandemic has managed to penetrate and completely
change the approach of society, thus further developing technology and giving
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priority to the Internet. In our paper, we will see how CoronaVirus has developed and
claims to develop technology at a rapid pace from all generations. The question that
arises in this study is whether the Corona Virus / Sars 19 is leading us to a New World
Order and digitalization, thus marking a new stage for human society the
development of technology and the distancing of direct social behaviors? However,
we must not forget to mention the negative impact it has caused in various areas of
life such as:
Tourism. Now different European countries but not only, as well as in our country
Albania, tourism is being developed and advertised more on various public and
private sites.
Economics. The movement of people is limited and the number of flights has
decreased, which translates into less revenue generation for various airlines.
Consumption in various areas of the toxic industry has also fallen sharply due to the
closure of many private activities. However, there is the possibility of online shopping.
Before the pandemic many different businesses in Europe offered online sales, but in
some Balkan countries such as Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia, Greece, Croatia online
shopping was not developed. Only in this lock down period, different individuals have
used this method, but it is worth noting that private businesses in these states have
not developed online sales, as most businesses do not have their own online sites to
advertise their merchandise.
In addition, various businesses of the food and entertainment industry such as Bars
and Restaurants are paralyzed by direct contact with customers but only the online
service or via phone to place orders works.
From the above, we say with conviction that we are already living in the time of
digitalization thanks to the pandemic. An interesting question to ask to my readers
would be what would our life be like in this period if there were no Internet?
Literature review
Society is always evolving and its adaptation to socio-technological changes in all
spheres of life is required. In order to be as close as possible to society and
technological changes, it has been seen necessary to digitalize many social services,
such as:
Online business.
Online written media.
Online services such as access to a product that we have posted through a code, access
to national and international libraries, online conferences, etc. Before the pandemic
that broke out in January 2020, the digitalization of various services was seen as an
important process which contained long-term challenges. In this context, it is worth
mentioning the use of digitalization in online media as well. Media digitalization is an
evolution, a new technology of signal transmission in the air, but not only. The
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benefits of this technology are many, ranging from high quality picture and
transmitted audio, to standard definition (SD) and high definition (HD) image formats
and ending with interactivity services and a range of benefits others1 . The
digitalization of the Albanian media is seen as an important process, which contains
long-term challenges. Internet distribution has been a very slow process and with
noticeable improvements in the last two years.
Telecommunications, networks and connectivity are more vital than ever, with so
much of our society confined to their homes and much of the economy depending on
them (Europian Commision, 2021). Networks need to be robust and flexible enough
to deal with the additional traffic for working, doing business or e-learning and
education online, but also for important social activities: from streaming or gaming to
video calls with friends and families (Europian Commision, 2021). Telecoms data can
be a vital source tracing the spread of coronavirus and as fuel for AI and
supercomputers to analyze (Europian Commision, 2021).
Studies Issue
The problem that arises in this paper is the technology and the inclusion of the lives
of individuals in this new system of communication and action. Therefore, it is quite
interesting to see up close this problem of how the cry of technology is taking people
away from social life and how the house has now turned into a Home Office. Before
the current crisis, for many people, the internet was something like special
equipment. Some even thought that digitalization was dangerous (turning man into a
robot). Something worth mentioning regarding the issue of the study is the value that
the internet has already received.
Methodology
The study on this topic was set up on the basis of qualitative scientific research, which
helped me achieve new results and knowledge. Based on the qualitative scientific
method we managed to examine the reality on the applied theories of communication.
The developed topic itself requires a special and dedicated research.
In choosing the methodology of the study, in the research done to build and find the
best forms of construction and review of the study has been taken into account, the
experience of researchers in this field.
Research requires a systematic approach to identifying underlying processes and
forces of change. In the methodology used it is as important as the collection of data
and knowledge as well as the intersection of analytical methodologies. This is done in
order to gather as much information as possible and to process it through the
knowledge obtained so it is a combination between researchers and the argument
based on the knowledge gained throughout the research cycle.

21

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

Internet and post technology Covid-19
Today we are facing a new challenge and still unknown to us, let us call this the phase
of individual experimentation and the use of technology as one of the existential
services of man. If we look at the Internet and post technology COVD-19 at the same
time, we remember keeping social distance, working from home, online teaching and
other services such as the development of tourism through the Internet. The Internet
and technology are seen at this stage as the best solution to the problem so as not to
paralyze every sphere of life from daily activities. If such thing were to happen, we
would be in a total social and global chaos, thus counting a high number of panels,
pupils and students who would have lost their learning. Economic activities which
would have been rejected and would not have been able to make transactions or other
banking operations without having invoices or direct communication with certain
individuals (this is due to the lack of access to travel due to flights or due to measures
taken to travel). It is now worth mentioning and using an online system, in which we
pass our data 24 hours before traveling, where we get a barcode, which is unique for
each person who travels.
Therefore, in this crisis or in the post-Covid-19 period we see the internet and
technology as an opportunity to develop social life. In this context, we see long-term
consequences, as everything is being transmitted on the Internet and technological
programs thanks to digitalization. Colleague Andrian Kreye recently described this as
"forced digitization (Zunkuftinstitut, 2021)". Nevertheless, perhaps it is also a
necessary step in the growth of a technology: Finally, everything that is available will
be put to use.
The pandemic can be read as a kind of acceleration-deceleration paradox. The
urbanization megatrend, the huge influx of people into the metropolises, is being
slowed down, if not reversed (Horx, M., 2021). Digitization, on the other hand, is being
driven forward, and at the same time a renaissance of analog cultural techniques is
emerging . Globalization is weakening, while national tendencies are being
strengthened, as is the longing for home and regional roots New syntheses arise from
these pointed paradoxes: metatrends that rearrange the map of active trends. You can
find the metatrends on the tentacles of the virus . The pandemic can be read as a kind
of acceleration-deceleration paradox.The urbanization megatrend, the huge influx of
people into the metropolises, is being slowed down, if not reversed . Digitization, on
the other hand, is being driven forward, and at the same time a renaissance of analog
cultural techniques is emerging . Globalization is weakening, while national
tendencies are being strengthened, as is the longing for home and regional roots . New
syntheses arise from these pointed paradoxes: metatrends that rearrange the map of
active trends. You can find the metatrends on the tentacles of the virus (Horx, M.,
2021).
By studying the crises of the past we come to the conclusion that each experience
leaves a traumatic crisis on which to work and adapt to the new flow that the
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population is now globally. Therefore, the crisis during CoronaVirus is trying to adapt
the population as a new generation, which we can fearlessly call the ´Corona
generation. We can see this generation in the post-Coronavirus period, the fruits of
which we will see in action by the younger generations.
Online platforms are important sources of information and activity (Europian
Commision, 2021). They are particularly important in times of crisis, when they are a
vital channel for providing basic needs and ensuring access to information activity .
They must be a source that people can rely on (Europian Commision, 2021). They
need to play their part in ensuring information shared is reliable and timely, and
tackle disinformation, fraudulent sales and other dangerous activities .
Economics, reading from the above, our own logic leads us to the question of how the
economies of states will function during and after Covid-19. Change management and
digital transformation define the agendas of today's companies . Behind this, there is
a linear sense of change and the hope that everything will be better «afterwards»
(Spindler, R., 2021). Entrepreneurship after Corona requires a new way of thinking in
all areas of an organization: from a vision that takes the emotions in the company
seriously, to a progressive corporate and management culture that enables real
innovation, to a self-image of branding and marketing as well as a Human Resource
Management that focuses on the needs and strengths of employees. The crisis is a
moment in which is decided in which direction an organization wants to continue - in
individual organizational areas, throughout the company and as part of the economy,
society and ecosystem. In order to be able to rethink, we need a change of perspective.
Entrepreneurship after Corona needs a change of perspective. Complexity, dynamism
and a "clear for what" form the business logic according to Corona. In search of new
business models, the next generation of business transcends the boundaries of
classical business administration: Thinking about ecosystems, their own impact on
plans and society, and a human-centered organizational model are becoming more
important than classic value proposals, IPKs and buyers.
Systematic thinking enables thinking about connections and contexts instead of linear
processes, in dynamics instead of individual events, in an "endless game" instead of
short-term goals. Instead of long-term planning, action takes place on the move.
Because in complex situations you need systematic pragmatics.
Setting promotional standards and support capacities for the development of tourism
during and post Covid-19 through online communication is a strategic choice by the
responsible institutions in different EU countries but also in our country. Despite the
fact that so far our Ministry of Tourism has not been of a high standard comparing it
with neighboring countries or other European countries. Here I emphasize that the
management of online communication by relevant institutions has not been coherent.
There is a lack of updating of various results related to Covid-19, such as the number
of infected, deaths due to the virus, measures taken so far to stop the spread of the
virus or what are the measures taken for citizens entering the territory of Albania.
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Despite the fact that our country allows foreign nationals to enter without the need
for a test to see if nationals are infected or not. Communication through digitalization
brings about improved tourism management in the post Covid period. From the above
we see how the official website of the Minister has a great impact on tourists. The
Ministry of Tourism (MT) of our country should practice communication with tourists
through its website informing them about issues related to Covid through updated
information. This will result in the creation of a culture of electronic communication
between MT and tourists as well as informing citizens about a new way of receiving
information and services. Thus increasing the confidence of tourists to come to the
tourist destinations that Albania offers and thus increasing the good management of
tourist destinations during and post Covid-19. Teaching in different EU countries has
already started and is practiced online learning through the Microsoft Team program
where it has enough internet access and a technological tool, such as pc, laptop, tablet
or mobile. Where pupils or students stay at home without having to be present in their
classrooms, while teachers or professors are in their offices or away from home. Here
teaching takes place under normal circumstances, lacking blackboards and direct
physical interaction. In terms of teaching in our country it is developed with the same
technological methods as in European countries, starting with the program Zoom,
Microsoft Office, Zoom, Microsofteams and Model. All three of these programs are
widespread in the time of the pandemic and are the basic programs for adequate
teaching. However, it is worth noting that the process of online teaching not only in
Albania but also in other countries is already in a phase of experimentation of how
effective it will be for learning but also for teaching.
Conclusions
What is noticed at this stage, but not only, is the intervention of technology in all areas
of life and without fear we say convincingly that the whole social system is passing
from modern society to the society of technology. We say with conviction that today
we are living in the new world order, that of technology and in the phase of
experimentation, which will be followed by the phase of adaptation where in some
powerful EU countries such as Germany the population is trying to adapt to the spirit
of new technology. When we speak in this language, we remember that Germany, but
not only, are applying methods such as:
Online shopping- if today you move to the big cities of Europe, but not only (in all EU
countries) we will notice that the method is already applied to have an appointment
in the store, you need a reservation and a negative crown test. Many citizens prefer to
buy online than to proceed with this way of shopping. Today at the time of the
pandemic online shopping has taken another development. Every economic activity
has its own website where different clients can order online from home.
Digital and Contactless payment- from the above we understand that the services
performed through the ways of technology already and the payment has turned into
a technological tool. What comes to mind is the idea of a common global currency. I
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think that using and paying various bills through technology will lead us to create a
global currency.
Remote work - as mentioned above, many employees of the administration, but also
of the private service have already turned the house into an online work office.
Distance learning- in the above chapter we talked about online teaching where
already the teaching process in all its stages is performed online.
Online Training- if we look on YouTube or various internet channels we will notice
that today after a past situation due to Covid-19 there are online trainings such as
yoga, fitness, ballet etc.
Information and Communication technology- today at this moment every information
and every communication has turned into a technological stage, a smartphone or
laptop is enough and with one click everything appears in front of us. Thus losing
social contact and taking off the new world order, that of technology.
Are we ready (as a global population) to live with technology and this new world
order where big governments and international organizations (eg the Health
Organization) are taking us and offering us?
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Abstract
Albania is an exceptional case study for exploring democratic consolidation as
the country has a unique political history, a sui generis case. This means that
the county's history during the last decades consists of various government
transitions from autocratic to democratic and yet losing the democratic
quality, thus it failed to consolidate the democracy. The main goal is to
investigate democratic consolidation process under the frame of political
elite’s role and normative preference for democratic consolidation
assessment. I will use qualitative analysis involving of theory consuming
engaging the questions of, if recently Albania ended a long transition, but still
failed to democratize. What are the main trajectories or the path of the future
of democratic consolidation? Albanian political elites have lacked good
alternatives and clear policies, which has been accompanied by a systematic
abuse of power, reflected in poor and ineffective governance and in the failure
to implement the promised reforms. Under this assumption, strong and
reliable elite’s decision-making are important in explaining the consolidation
of democracies but not sufficient to guarantee consolidation. I will try to
explore a few aspects of democratic consolidation in Albania, in terms of
strength of democratic values represented by the ruling elites. Recently, with
the historical events of present elections could be assumed the end of
transition in Albania. Paradigms of changes of old elites, and establishment of
state of law, could possibly open some trajectories for democratic
consolidation.
Keywords: paradigms, Albania, democratic consolidation, political elites, trajectories
for democratic consolidation, democratic quality
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Introduction
Political Background
With the end of communist era it started the point of a new era or a new agenda for
Albania. These events started the transition agenda toward the democratization
process, involving rebuilding of economy based on a new capitalist model, reshaping
the mechanisms of financial model, new relations between government and the civil
society, and the separation of the judiciary system from the control of the state.
Anyhow, under these provisions of the economic and political reforms, did put on
track the building up of political and financial relations with liberal democracies and
financial institutions, considering them as a guarantor and instructor to successfully
fulfill the required reforms (Lipset, S. M., & Lakin, J. M. 2004). With no previous
democratic knowledge in building institutions and shaping civic society, total lack of
political culture, due to an extreme impediment of the communist political regime, as
well as no dissidents, Albania looked for partnerships with international countries
and institutions to provide the vital help to a launch solid and safe transition to
democracy. These instructions would had somehow provided the foundation and the
expertise to guide the new political class and the society overall, to successfully and
rapidly end the transition period (Fischer, J. Bernd. 2012).
In the west political arena and even at the academic level were many who believed
that establishing and consolidating a democratic order would be something quite easy
and fast, and that the dominating feature of the democratic consolidation such as rule
of law, equality and freedom and market economy, under the frame of liberal doctrine,
would quickly become features of any the societies in transition (Geoffrey Pridham,
E. H. 1997). Embracing the western liberal doctrine was seen as a change in the
boundaries of political culture in relation with the state-building process. Preliminary
image of the post-communist transition was full with approximations of a quick and
easy period of transition, and seemed to delivered a sense of euphoria even in
academic research and studies (Carothers, 2002).
It proved, during the course of post-communist history, that these great hopes, were
intended to fail and create a disillusion over many people in the Eastern bloc. It is wise
to say that the predominant expectations and estimates about the post-communist
transition have largely been constructed on the unexperienced supposition that
democracy and capitalism are items for export and could easy be equally
implemented, such as in Western democracies. It was believed that the transition
process in these countries would not take long, to some degree a decade or less
(Carothers, 2002). This was a generalized view, which considered that would be
applied uniformly in all the post-communist region without taking in consideration
the specific conditions and circumstances of each country. It dealt with the idea that
certain countries that opened early the process were successfully in the
implementation period and this could work both wise and would have the same effect
in other countries as an easy process. Time and present experience demonstrated that
30

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

none of these setups were held and implemented as desired (Carothers, 2002). The
failure of these overwhelmed expectations, hopes and illusions has been confirmed
as the democracy promoters, academics and researchers are giving a different
approach in understanding what is wrong with the paradigm of transition. Why it
doesn’t apply equally as follow up process that should any country go through? On
the realm of political analysis of the transition paradigm studies, most of its content
rely on structuralist approach and preconditions of democracy, also free and fair
elections, free market economy etc. (Diamond, L. 1993). Such process would almost
resemble as a chart or manual of instructions to fulfill the paradigm. At first have a
predisposition to adopt the approach that some alterations, mostly on an economic
sphere, would facilitate the transition to free market economy, and would produce
not only a free and steady market economy, but also an effective democracy. It seems
at first glance that the role of state-building is undermined a bit as they focus on the
trajectories of the path itself as a purely teleologic approach to the desired end, the
desired and imagined trajectories toward democracy (Carothers 2002, 716). The
process had proved to be more complex and the results in many countries have raised
an ambiguity on the original overwhelmed belief.
Most of the focus that is based on the transition paradigm, above all put emphasis on
a fulfillment of institutional structure through reforms such as judicial reform,
parliamentarism and the quality of political discourse, civil society emancipation and
engagement, independent media and its role on public transparency as a guarantor of
freedom of speech, political party development and its internal democracy also the
process of leadership election base on meritocracy, electoral structure, independent
and ethical electoral institutions(Krasniqi, A, Hackaj, A, 2013). Generally, it is
observed that the paradigm did not uniformly gave the successful results in countries
that experienced difficulties during transition. Only few countries out of many had a
quick and smother transition mostly as an attribute to their preexisted liberal cultural
heritage and early contact with market economy (Alexander, G. 2002).
Also, Albania does fall on category of the difficult experiences during transition.
Paradoxically, numerous experiments, intended to contribute at strengthening the
state, have certainly resulted in weakening of the state itself and its institutional
structure. On the account of some historical moments, especially during the civil
unrest in 1997 the state has ended up losing its essential characteristics and did
backslide to authoritarian regime (Krasniqi, A, Hackaj, A, 2013). At some point,
international intervention did play a crucial role as a guarantor and facilitator in
extinguishing the political discrepancies and soothing the situation for conduction to
new elections. Since the Albanian post-communist society totally lacked provision of
democratic and liberal contents in the frame of political culture, it mainly connected
the quality of democracy and democratization process directly with the strength of
capitalism or market economy (Biberaj, 1998). This puts a “thorn” on the paradigm of
transition in the Albanian case. It is worth noting that consolidation of democracy is
not necessarily directly link to economic prosperity. But the Albanian episode,
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challenges all possible theories and would encounter several troubling paradoxes in
the context of these theories of political and economic transition (Krasniqi, A, Hackaj,
A, 2013). This was a major downfall in the transition to democracy and market
economy (Abrahams, C, Freed 2015).
Purpose and research method
Here I try to analyze thoroughly the problem of transition and its clarification as a
syndrome of the political elites’ mis-conceptual and dysfunctional politics. The main
argument is that analysis and criticism of the political and social situation of this
prolonged transition are addressed toward the political class as the main actor to
blame for such failure. A corrupted economy and a criminalized society with an
compulsion to serve the ruling class only fit the individual or small group interest (
Pareto 1935). This failure left enough room for some political leaders to create the
model of party single leadership, an element that distorted the effectiveness and
democratic functionality of political parties, capture of institutions, which freedom
and independence were guaranteed by the constitution, thus damaging the
foundation of a democratic state (Mair, P. 1997). This created among the population
an apathy toward the narrow-minded political class, and a deep climate of mistrust
and indifference to political debate, since no one believed in the ruling class or
political elites. The fear of the idea of chaos and tragic breakdown of the political and
economic system experienced before, did put the society overall and the international
aid in reflecting on the idea of preserving the political elites as long they remain loyal
somehow to the path of democratization. This is an undeniable fact that the political
class is the most important actor in policy-making and in Albania, unlike all former
communist countries, historical political leaders are political very active and in
competition to consolidate power besides many critics from the civic society and also
academic sphere. The political arena has been practically controlled by the same
political unchanging actors.
Therefore, analysis of the problem should be focuses on the role of elites and
leaderships normative preference for democracy. The struggle between the different
political actors could be examined by looking into the continuous cycle of harsh
rhetoric that would regularly change the power balance and created tensions in
political discourse. This could be as a variable for analyzing the detrimental role of
political elites and their normative preference for democracy.
Analysis result
The ruling elites, and political actors, have not changed the harsh rhetoric,
fragmentation, autocratic tendencies of party leadership and political exclusion have
characterized the ruling elites during all these years of transition. Seen from this
optics, the exercise of power in an individual manner is a notable feature of the
behavior of the political elite. Due to this influence and usurpation we have attained
the dysfunction of institutions and administration, which, in principle, are considered
as independent units. This unilateral exercise of power has always produced constant
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clashes between the government and these institutions. The lack of a public opinion
has created the possibility of abuse of power by the political class. The whole politics
of this last decades have been loud, antagonistic, and accompanied by internal
conflicts, as it has always been among political class leadership. It is led by the will of
the leader to dominate over the rest of the group and who has different opinions from
the leader, is hated ad expulsed, thus transforming political parties into formations
controlled by an individual, who in order of personalizing political parties does
everything to consolidate power.
During these 30 years of transition, the most important feature of the behavior of the
political elite is the exercise of power in for personal gain. This is a feature, that
continues to keep thriving its self and keep consolidation the use of the oppression in
the exercise of power. This has produced always contested elections, controlled or
marginalized institutions that could not function independently of party leadership
politics. A real example of this is that, always, we have had a loud or violent winner in
power, who has treated the political opponent as an enemy and not as a rival who has
lost the electorate votes.
Leadership’s Normative Preference for Democracy
Under this assumption, the political leadership decisions and actions govern the
political outcomes during the phase of transition. Without neglecting the structural
approach and political culture influence, the intention here is to show that the
leaderships normative preference for democracy in the case of Albania is a major and
predominant contributor that directly influence the outcome of transition and
therefore the quality of democratic content in this process or shifts in regime
outcomes. It is imperative to state here that under the hypothetical assumption of the
absence of the international influence and pressure opposed to the Albanian
leadership, the latest would have completely jeopardized the transition process, due
their authoritarian mentality and propensities. Implication of this deduction,
contributes more on the choice of the political actors’ normative commitment to
democracy, as an independent variable associated with the regime survival or regime
changes. The political leadership significance set of normative decisions toward the
path of transition, are determinant and compliant to the breakthrough phase and have
been crucial for the democratization of society. Lack of compliance and the nondemocratic decisions complete by the political actors in the meantime from the period
of state building process have resulted in a non-democratic status quo which has
accompanied Albania, since the time of changes from past communist regime.
In Albania, from the time of state formation until today, the most important political
actors have been more focused on their personal interests than common interests
related to the democratization of the country. Mainwaring and Pérez-Liñán (2013),
specified that democracies may consolidate when political leadership develops solid
democratic norms and moderate policy preferences, but they may withdraw if crucial
actors go back on from democratic commitments in order to gain political advantages
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for personal gain or short-term political solution of if they approach radical positions.
Political actors with strong normative commitments to democracy could lose their
role in political process if preferences for radical policy become viable and prevalent
(Mainwaring & Pérez-Liñán, 2013). Therefore, the political culture could sustain
more gain in formation of the democratic preferences of the political leadership in
order not to obscure its persistent to the democratic orientation. The intention here
is to emphasize the role that the different political actors have in the democratic
creation of the main structure of a democratic regime and commitment to
consolidation process. Here I would like to introduce Schmidt’s argument that helps
notion that the political actor’s will and emphasis to normative preference for
democracy is important in speeding up of the development of democratization
because in absence of it could possible fail to finalize (Schmidt, 2012, 446).
Under the frame of political conduct and analysis of political actor performance
profile, Mainwaring & Pérez-Liñán developed and assumed that the exhibition of any
codes of to be fulfilled under the frame of preference for democracy. If any if those ten
codes would fail to follow up or show certain ambiguity by the political actor, there
are indicator of lacking background on the preference for democracy (Mainwaring &
Pérez-Liñán, 2013, 116-117).
Discussion
Discussing these measures to define democratic standards, stating that they are
important in order to determine whether Albania has finished the transition phase or
not it is important also to see at the degree of democratic freedom and constitution.
The commitment to democracy is a complex system and the theory of leadership
preference for democracy has its limitations in explaining the Albanian case. Also,
elitist theories could be helpful in order to give a sounder definition of the elites’
normative perception of democratic consolidation. On paper, and from legal point of
view, this process seems to have come to an end (Alexander, G. 2002). Transition
could be in the brink of its final steps, as constitution, election and most of legislation
is regulated to be conform and compact with EU legislation. But this, as mentioned
above could not predict the radical preferences of key ruling elite outbreaking the
political domain. If it is assumed that transition is over, the next logical question is:
why did not Albania reach democratic consolidation? What are the new paradigms
for democratic consolidation?
Also, Juan J. Linz and Alfred Stepan's theory of democratic consolidation could be
another attempt to answer why Albania was not able to reach democratic
consolidation. It will also contain the restrictions of democratic consolidation in
Albania which appears to be in a continuous struggle with difficulty for
democratization as there is a continuous cycle of abusive power use, the revival of
authoritarianism, and yet revival of premises for consolidation of democracy. The
theory could be able to identify the problems with the democratic consolidation
process during decades of transition and give an answer to why the ruling political
34

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

elites collapse the system into a closed sequence of recycling itself and revert the
process into authoritarianist tendencies. Also, Juan J. Linz & Alfred Stepan work has
shown that it has already become self-evident in political science that economic
society is a supporting condition for democratic consolidation. Also, in the elitist
theories frame, it is assumed that when a society is not run by its best elite, it remains
stuck in its development, also a society that fails to realize the institutional
functioning and free elections and, through voting, to make the elite circulation.
Another point of view is that if the elite is consumed on the political course it becomes
obvious that it is not possible to lead anymore, therefore it is inappropriate to stay in
government (Burnham, J. 1941). That would explain the extension and the criteria of
the legitimacy of the ruling class, and how it controls society in terms of how political
elites circulate, employing free election or by revolution. This needs to be explained
in terms of how is the political class is related to the democratic system and its
principles and how these elites are connected or represent the state interests (Pareto,
1935).
Conclusion
Albania is an exceptional case study for exploring democratic consolidation that the
county's history during the last decades consists of various government transitions
from autocratic to democratic and yet losing the democratic quality and did not
consolidate. The difficult transition period seems to be mainly chosen by the political
class as a mean toward ends. The end goal of political elites evidently is to retain
power as long as possible, considering the fact that the same elites have circulates the
political sphere and transition path for more than 30 years, taken in account they
many of them are extensions of the past totalitarian regime. This has reduced
drastically civic trust in the political class and their legitimacy to rule. The
employment of the up down model, pyramidal party control and the of and that of the
rule of power in the circulation of the elite, made it possible for the functioning of the
new political elite to begin the process of differentiation of the Albanian elite in the
creation of an elite layer of professional politicians. The construction of the cult of the
leader is a consequence of a political career not based in meritocracy. These
phenomena shortened the incomings of the new elites in power, it diminished the
model of meritocracy inside the party selection process of leadership and it reduced
the civic society representation in political decisions. Establishing the model of power
control and exercises of power did put Albanian democracy under the gray zone and
according to Carothers, Th, (2002) is dominant-power politics state. Countries with
this syndrome have limited but still real political space, political contestation by
opposition groups, and at least most of the basic institutional forms of democracy
(Carothers, 2002. P.11). Yet one political grouping, whether it is a movement, a party,
an extended family, or a single leader that dominates the system in such a way that
there appears to be little prospect of alternation of power in the foreseeable future
(Carothers, 2002 p.12).

35

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

Latest, is recoded a milestone event in history of Albanian transition, Socialist Party
wins the third consecutive election and for the first time in three decades a strong
historical leader is declared non-grata from U.S department with motivation of
significative corruption and tentative to impede democracy in Albania. On the other
hand, Albania is consolidating a judiciary reform that is under the strict inspection of
foreign influence. Economic endeavors, in areas of road infrastructure, airports, ports,
renewable energy, agriculture and tourism, seem to have a promising future and
could probably boost the economy. Important is to mentioned that the new elect
parliament is compound mostly form distinguished professionals, new politicians and
also people that have a voice in civic society. Strategic partners and E.U
commissioners have admitted that Albania is ready to open negotiations for
ascending in E.U membership. Successful management of the pandemic has increased
the confidence in the internal resources of healthcare system management, and
strengthen the collaboration with European Union. At a glance it seems that Albania
ended transition and now is on new phase, that of post-transition. This has opened
real debates among analysts and public opinion, whether the notions stand true for
Albania. Without doubt, from the perspective of political theory analysis, the country
is either a fleckless democracy or a dominant-power politics state that time after time
puts a good show during elections in order to convince the international strategic
partners of fair and good quality of elections, vis a vi-better democracy.
I have shown above in the analysis of this work that different approaches on
theoretical ground could not give a sound conclusion to the Albanian case more than
the leadership preference for democracy. Its about time to check in the future the role
of the ruling party and its leadership if the preference is for democracy and works for
the progress of society toward the so long desired trajectory of consolidation of
democracy in Albania.
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Abstract
The quality of an educational system is closely connected with the quality of
its teachers. Thus, research into the elementary teachers’ motivation is of a
high importance. The main purpose of this study is to describe and identify
the level of teachers’ motivation, factors influencing teachers’ motivation and
its impact on teachers’ job performance in public elementary schools in the
municipality of Chair, Republic of North Macedonia. Furthermore, this study
examines teachers’ work consumption and organizational engagement as
they relate to teaching performance. Teachers’ motivation was examined
through focus groups with the principles of 10 elementary schools and a
questionnaire administered to the teachers of elementary education. A
sample of 319 teachers participated in the survey. The questionnaire was
developed based on literature review. The findings of the study revealed that
teachers’ high motivation is closely related to their students’ result. The
factors that influenced teachers’ motivation were their salary level, the
working conditions related to infrastructure and the interpersonal relations
and communication with the leaders of the institutions and/or colleagues.
After analysis numerous recommendations were given to help educational
institutions provide better support to teachers and improve their levels of
motivation and their job performance, such as providing a satisfying work
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infrastructure, key resources, and professional development opportunities,
increasing salaries and giving acknowledgments and recognitions to motivate
teachers’ and thus increase their job performance and satisfaction.
Keywords: teacher motivation, job performance, job satisfaction, Republic of North
Macedonia
Introduction
Education, despite the scale, is a process influenced and influencing many subjects.
The role that teachers play in ensuring a high quality education is immense. One of
the factors that is related to a number of variables in education such as student
motivation, educational reforms, teaching practices, teachers’ job performance and
teachers’ psychological fulfillment and well-being is the teacher motivation. While
teacher motivation is crucial to educations’ quality, research studies show that
teachers in the developing countries are not highly motivated. As revealed by
Michaelowa (2002) in developing countries teachers’ motivation is influenced by
various factors, which needs to be investigated in order to achieve educational goals.
Thus, research into the elementary teachers’ motivation in the Republic of North
Macedonia is of a high importance to be studied. This is even more important taking
into consideration that in the context of North Macedonia, there is a lack in research
studies on teachers’ motivation, job satisfaction and overall job performance.
Literature Review
The motivation of employees within an institution or organization is a very important
issue in the context of the smooth running work process and putting forth the
necessary efforts and actions towards work-related activities. Motivated employees
can lead to increased productivity and allow the employee and the organization to
achieve higher levels of results. Therefore, the high employee motivation is definitely
a catalyst for the overall development of the institution and self-actualization of the
employees. Employees who are motivated to work harder are more productive
compared to employees who are not motivated (Daniels and Radebaugh, 2001). In the
context of education, a motivated teacher will be dedicated and committed to bring
her/his best in their workplace so that students, parents and the society will benefit
greatly from her/his service. In turn, a motivated teacher will feel happy and satisfied.
There is a variety of definitions of the term ‘motivation’ which tend to explain that in
fact motivation is an inseparable process during the process of practicing a certain
profession. Richardson (2014) defines teacher motivation as the internal and external
factor that stimulate desire or energy in teaching to be continuously interested and
committed to make their best effort to support students’ learning goals. In this study,
‘motivation’ is conceptualized as a “willingness or desire to engage in good teaching
model”. “Good teaching model” as stated by Guajardo (2011) means respecting
professional behavior and striving to help students learn as best as they can. If we
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refer to motivation within an organization or institution, Vayjne Modyt and Robert
Noe see it as a willingness to achieve the goal of the organization. Regarding
educational institutions, teachers’ motivation is of greater concern as in the
institutions teachers are those who are in direct contact with the students, they play
a key role in representing the institution, and the results will depend primarily on
them.
There are different theories on what constitutes and creates motivation, which mostly
derive from psychology, sociology and human resources management. What those
theories have in common is that they treat motivation in terms of internal and
external motivation. A summary of some of the most well-known motivation theories
is provided below. Herzeberg Theory (1966, as cited by Bauer & Erdogan, 2012) is
one of the most popular theory that seeks to answer the question "what do people
expect from their work"? Herzberg theory is considered as a universal theory and
tries to explain what are the factors that lead to job satisfaction or dissatisfaction.
Motivation factors are related to the ability to achieve and experience psychological
growth. The model introduces job enrichment for true motivation, as opposed to job
loading. Meanwhile, one of the most used theories in the field of management is
considered goal-setting theory, which considers that motivation is based on setting
goals for employees and enabling them to achieve them. When an employee does not
fulfill the tasks in accordance with what the manager expects from him it often
happens because the employee does not know exactly what to do (Locke et al., 1981).
Need theories as revealed by Bauer & Erdogan (2012) revolve around the fulfillment
of an internal state and represent the foundation of motivation theories. There are
three main needs theories: Maslow s Pyramid Hierarchy of Needs Maslow s theory
states that people have a pyramid hierarchy of needs that they will satisfy from
bottom to top. There are deficiency needs, that will stifle any other movement if they
are not satisfied, and growth needs, that can be progressively satisfied once the basics
have been covered. Alderfer s ERG Model Alderfer s model condenses Maslow s five
human needs into three categories: Existence (material and physiological),
Relatedness (social and external esteem) and Growth (internal esteem and selfactualization). On the other hand, McClelland's achievement motivation (1955) looks
at different people’s needs and different expectations from the work environment,
where some people need achievements, some have a need to achieve power and some
have a need for affiliation. The Adams Theory of Equity is based on the theory
developed by Leon Festinger in the 1950s. According to this theory, motivation
derives from the equal exchange of inputs and outcomes between the individual and
the organization. With other words, equal giving and receiving to and from the
organization creates motivation.
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Methodology
This study combines quantitative and qualitative research methods in order to
investigate the level of motivation of teacher in elementary schools in North
Macedonian public universities. The survey was made up of a self-reporting
questionnaire while the qualitative study was conducted through interviews and
focus groups with the principals of ten public elementary schools of the municipality
of Chair in Skopje, the capital of Republic of North Macedonia.
Participants
The sample included teachers’ of the primary education, from lower cycle (classes 15) to high cycle classes (classes 6-9). A number of 319 teachers (74.3% females and
23.8% males) from 10 public schools of the Municipality of Chair, Skopje participated
in the study. The high percentage of women is in accordance with the total number of
women employed in particular in elementary schools in countries level. Mostly
woman and less by man can attribute this difference to gender roles and the fact that
the teachers’ profession in North Macedonian culture has been traditionally chosen.
Cross tabulations between gender and teaching cycle showed that compared to men,
the percentage of women in the first cycle of elementary school was higher (85.2%)
than in higher cycle (classes 6-9). Reciprocally, men were more representative in
higher cycle classes (29.2 %) than in low cycle classes (13.9%). This can also
attributed to gender roles, which show that women usually chose a nurturing
profession, and younger children need more nurturing than older children do. The
majority of the respondents were on the age from 31-40 years old (32.6%), followed
by 24.8% 51-60 years old, 24.5% on the age of 41-50 years old, 10% 21-30 years old
and only 4.1% above 61 years old.
Survey instrument
The survey was conducted through a self-developed open-ended questionnaire
divided in 4 sections. The first section comprised the demographic data of the
participants. The second sections included a self- evaluation questionnaire in which
teachers had to assess the level of satisfaction associated with their profession and
level of income, the work infrastructure and the institution, their level of teaching and
communication with the principals and colleagues. The third section included
statements that were evaluating the professional consumption of the teachers and the
final sections teachers’ had to report on their prospects for change. The instrument
employed a five-point Likert type response scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree)
to 5 (strongly agree). Prior to conducting the survey, permission was asked from the
principals of the elementary schools and were given their approval. The survey was
administered in the end of the working year and it was voluntary and anonymous.
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Results
Data analysis
Survey was coded and entered into SPSS 20.0.0 data system. All items were scored
using a five-point Likert scale. A score of one indicated low motivation while a score
of five indicated high teacher motivation. Questions encrypted as K7, K11 that
measured communication and principals and colleagues, PR1, PR6, KP7, KP8,
KP12 that measured
professional
consumption,
and
PN1,
PN2,
PN3 and PN6 that measured prospects for change were reverse scored. Reverse
scoring was performed in this way: value 1
was replaced with
five;
value 2
was replaced with 4 and vice versa. Once the data was entered in the system, tests
were run for reliability, descriptive statistics, and inferential statistics.
Reliability
The reliability of the instrument was tested for all the items. Cronbach Alpha for the
teacher motivation section was .871, for Professional consumption .755, while for the
perspective for change items was .734, which values confirm the reliability of the
instrument and allowed to apply the instrument in the study.
Descriptive statistics
Descriptive statistics were run in order to examine teachers’ level of motivation.
Teachers’ motivation was measured by four motivating factors: perceptions related
to the profession and incomes, perceptions about the infrastructure of the institution,
perceptions about the performance, relationship with the principals and colleagues,
professional consumption and perspectives about change.
Results revealed from the descriptive statistics show that 65.5% of the respondents
agreed that they are satisfied with their profession. However, with a 62% agreement
teachers responded that the salary increase would have improved their performance
in teaching, which pinpointed the fact that one of the factors that added to teachers
dissatisfactions were earnings. In other words, that data showed that teachers’
dissatisfaction stems from the level of incomes and not the profession they practice.
As regards perceptions on job performance, with a percentage of 79.5% agreement,
respondents expressed, their teaching was effective, they complete their duties on
time (78.7%), and they dedicate lots of time to teaching plans (77.4%) and use various
teaching methods according to students’ needs (76.1%). It is worth noting that all the
alternatives
measuring
the
factor
of
job
performance
marked over 62% compliance, that shows that teachers’ had high perceptions of
their teaching level and that they consider their role in the learning process seriously
and give their best to educate the students.
Analysis on the factor of interpersonal relations of teachers with colleagues and
principals shows that with compliance up to 64.3% respondents reported a
constructive relationship between teachers and principals.
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Descriptive statistics were run on the Teachers motivation scale computed on the
average of all the above mentioned factors, and revealed that, on average, teachers
rated their level of motivation (SD = 0.5) as 3.43, which is average to high. The
individual item means fell between 3.08 to 4.81.
In order to analyze if there is a difference on the motivation level by gender was used
Level test (Table 1). With e value of significance .306, we concluded that gender
differences concerning teachers’ level of motivation were not statistically significant.
The variances of these two groups (male and female teachers) are equal (this is also
evidenced by the approximate values of standard deviation of each group).
Table1. Independent test
Leven test for t-test for Equality of Means
Equality of
Variances
F

Sig.

t

df

Sig. Mean
(2Differe
tailed nce
)

Std.
Error
Differe
nce

95%
Confidence
Interval of
the
Difference
Lower Highe
r

Equal
Teachers variances 1.050 .306
assumed
motivatio
Equal
n
variances
not
assumed

.814 311

.2104
.416 .06161 .07565 .0872
6
4

147.50
.1989
.886
.377 .06161 .06952 .0757
1
9
7

The Chi Square Independence Test, conducted to measure whether there are
differences in the level of motivation depending on the age group in which they were
engaged, showed that motivation depends on the educational cycle in which these
teachers teach (with the value of the Pearson coefficient is .020).
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Chi-Square Tests
Value

df

Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square

11.669a

4

.020

Likelihood Ratio

12.299

4

.015

Linear-by-Linear Association

.547

1

.459

N of Valid Cases

319

a. 405 cells (97.6%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is
.01.
The comparison of the averages shows that the most motivated in their work are the
lower cycle teachers (with M = 3.55) compared to the upper cycle teachers (2.43)
which shows that with the increase of the educational cycle the level of motivation of
teachers decreases. Teachers who teach in the lower classes are more motivated than
teachers who teach in the upper cycle classes.
Descriptive statistics were run in order to examine the level of work consumption and
how it is related with teachers’ motivation. With a compliance of 75.8% teachers
reported that being a good teachers was very important for them and they try to make
their teaching as more interesting as possible (71.5%). Only 21.4% agree that they
feel tired and without energy due to their work. These data once again confirm that
teachers are satisfied and dedicated to their profession and would not change their
profession if another work opportunity were given to them (28% agreement).
In order to analyze if there is a relationship between teachers’ motivation and work
consumption, was used a Pearson correlation (Table 2.), which with a significance
value of .568 shows that the relationship between these two variables wasn’t
statistically significant.
Table 2.
Table 2. Relationship between motivation and professional consumption
The degree of Teachers’
teachers’
Professional consumption
motivation
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.032

Sig. (2-tailed)

.568

N

319

319

Pearson
Correlation

.032

1

Teachers’
Professional consumption Sig. (2-tailed)

.568

N

319

319

Table 3. Difference of consuming professional by gender
Group Statistics
Gender N

Mean

Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean

WOMAN 237

3.3015

.66476

.04318

MAN

3.2456

.77470

.08886

Work Consumption
76

Independent Samples Test
Levene's Tes t-test for Equality of Means
t for
Equality of
Variances
F

Sig.

t

df

Sig. (2 Mean
Std. Error 95%
Differenc Differenc Confidence
tailed) e
e
Interval of
the
Difference
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Lower Upper
Equal
variance
.61
.002 .960
311
s
2
assumed

Work
Consumptio
Equal
n
variance
s not
assumed

.541 .05591

.56 112,60
.573 .05591
6 3

.09134

.2356
.1238
3
0

.09880

.2516
.1398
6
3

Concerning teachers’ perspectives for change, teachers were required to provide
assessment of the support that they have received from the local and central
government. With an agreement up to 51.7% and 50%, respondents agree that they
would have wanted more independence in their work and they would want the school
to offer them more extracurricular activities, which tells that teachers would have
wanted to have more freedom in building their curriculum and add more
extracurricular activities in it. With a 43% compliance they reported that they would
have been more productive and committed if their salaries were increased.
The lowest levels of agreement are reported on the alternatives related to the support
of the local government (8.8%), and support of the institutions of the central
government (Ministry of Education and Science) (11.3%). The teachers (43.5%)
expressed a high willingness for trainings and workshops that would have improve
their teaching performance.
Focus group data analyses
One of the objectives of this research relates to the possibility of confrontation
between the perceptions on motivation between teachers and elementary school
principals. The data revealed were in agreement with quantitative results. Principal’s
focus groups showed that the factors related to teachers’ motivation were the
constructive communication between teachers and the management, the working
conditions and the salary level.
Discussion
The research results mainly confirm what existing literature has found. Previous
research has indicated that significant relationships exist between teachers’ work
consumption, organizational engagement and teaching performance. One major
contribution of this study is that it expands previous research on teacher motivation
by providing a case study on public schools in North Macedonia, so in a specific
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context. One of the interesting findings was that teacher in lower cycle are more
motivated compared to teachers of the upper cycle classes.
We must address several limitations related to our study. The first limitation of the
research concerns threats to external validity. The findings are based on a small
nonrandom sample, thus we cannot generalize the results to the whole population. A
larger sample would provide more reliable results and more statistically significant
findings. Future research could make a comparative study of specific demographic
factors. This can be important as teachers may have different expectations and factors
that affect their motivation and expectations at work depending on their gender, age,
nationality, region etc.
Conclusions
The following recommendations and conclusions are drawn from the findings of this
study: In the context of demographic data, gender does not constitute a relevant factor
into determining the level of motivation. Teachers claim they have great relations
with the principals of their schools. This statement evaluates the cooperation climate
between teachers and management in the Municipality of Chair.
The details of the study show that there is a correlation among the motivation to work
and performance in teaching. If teachers’ level of performance has decreased, the
management must show care of fulfilling the internal and external needs of the
teachers, because as internal or the external motivating factors influence directly the
teachers’ motivation. Investing in infrastructure and in the direction of the
microenvironment should be school’s task priority. Teachers are not satisfied with
the relationship between job-reward.
Performance of teachers in teaching is connected with two categories of motivation,
the pleasure that teachers feel about their work tasks and the success that they gain
from being a teacher.
The details of the study show that the performance of teachers in the teaching
depends also by the degree of work consumption.
Recommendations
Institutions/schools should take into account the work environment.
Principals should be attentive and to recognize the expectations of each of the
employees.
Need to try to create bridges of continuous communication between them, to mediat
e and resolve conflicts in a constructive way. On one hand, teachers
should be rewarded for their work performance. On the other hand, for those with
low performance the institution should clearly identify the factors that have driven
poor results.

47

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

The Ministry of Education and Science when drafting legislation in the field of
teaching should have in mind the factors that have an impact on the teachers’ level of
motivation and performance.
Policy makers need to develop policy infrastructure that will be in accordance with
contemporary teaching and educations.
Principals should be aware of teachers’ level of commitment at work, work
consumption and their intention to leave work, in order to prevent motivation
decrease at work.
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Abstract
In the Republic of Northern Macedonia, the right to property and inheritance
are guaranteed by the state constitution and the law of inheritance. According
to the Macedonian legislature, all citizens, regardless of their differences in
terms of religion, race, nationality and gender under the same conditions are
equal in inheritance. In the Republic of Northern Macedonia, the inheritance
of the deceased is inherited primarily by his children and spouse. They inherit
equal parts. In terms of inheritance, the extramarital partner equals the
marital spouse, and the extramarital union created by full adoption by blood
relation. When there are children of the testator that do not originate from the
marriage with the surviving spouse and the property of this spouse is more
than the share that would belong to him in the division of the will in equal
parts, then each child of the testator has twice as much part of the inheritance
than the spouse. In terms of court proceedings, in the Republic of Northern
Macedonia the procedure is conducted before civil courts. The court sets up
the proceedings on the basis of official duty when it receives data on the death
of a certain person (death certificate). The competent court entrusts this
procedure to the Notary, within eight days from the day of the beginning of
the procedure. Notaries further have the authority to take action and make
decisions in the inheritance procedure. When it comes to the notary as an
institution, it is very old, which is proven in various documents from the time
of Egyptian and Roman law. With the process of democratization of the legal
systems of many countries in the world, and also with the democratization of
the legal system in the Republic of North Macedonia, in 1996 notary was
introduced as an independent public service, which performs public works for
private interest. The significance of this paper relies on the importance of the
institute of inheritance and the inheritance procedure as one of the oldest
institutes of civil law, i.e. one of the largest non-litigation procedures, but also
of the great social significance it has for each individual. In the Republic of
North Macedonia, this procedure is regulated by the Law on non-contentious
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procedure. This paper will try to focus on the work and the entrusted powers
of the notary public in the inheritance procedure, as well as why the notary
public was entrusted with the conduct of the inheritance procedure. All this is
intended to be achieved through theoretical analysis and by analyzing cases
before and after it was given to the notaries the authorization for conducting
the inheritance procedure in our country. This paper in addition to having
theoretical significance, will also have a number of practical aspects. Efforts
will be made to show the practical importance of this paper, especially the
reasons that contributed to the appearance of this novelty, i.e. the
participation of the notary public in this procedure. First of all, with this
unloading of the court from the inheritance procedures, the increase of the
trust of the citizens, as participants in the inheritance procedure, has been
achieved. Apart from this aspect, it also enables the acceleration of the
resolution of cases and the increase of the efficiency of our legal system,
because the cases will not remain closed in the drawers of judges for years,
especially those cases that do not deserve to remain unresolved because they
have nothing disputable. Through research methods will be identified
difficulties in terms of legislation in the relevant field and the implementation
of these legal norms in the application of regulation in this field.
Keywords: Inheritance in Republic of North Macedonia, Inheritance court proceedings,
Notaries as trustees of the court.
Introduction
Inheritance Law and Compulsory Portion in the Territory of Republic of North
Macedonia and the Changes that Should Be Made
Considering the fact that the Republic of Northern Macedonia and its territories in the
past have been under the legislative power of the Former Yugoslavia, to analyze the
inheritance in general as well as the compulsory portion of the inheritance in
particular we must go back in time because it is the Yugoslav legislature that has taken
deep roots, which is still felt today in the Macedonian legislature. Thus, in the territory
of the Republic of Northern Macedonia, after the Second World War in the field of
inheritance, the first Federal Law on Inheritance of 1955 was applied, the rules of
which were the basis for the adoption of later laws in the field of inheritance1 (Federal
Inheritance Law 1955; RFNJ). Thus from that time the legal inheritance in the strict
sense of the word which includes the regular legal as well as the imperative
inheritance (the necessary part of the inheritance) if analyzed in historical terms, we
can see that it has undergone changes, namely this institute has been dynamic and in
comparative connotation has been different from one state to another, as regards
testamentary inheritance from this year (1955) to the present there has not been as
1

Federal Inheritance Law 1955; RFNJ (ФНРЈ Службен.весник 20/1955); 20/1955.
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much dynamism and variability compared to the legal inheritance, with a few
exceptions which we will mention in the following sentences1 ( Markovic, 1972,
pp.30-70, 100-150, 270, 287-410).
And then, with the enactment of the 1971 Constitutional Amendments, normative
jurisdiction over substantive issues of inheritance law passed from Federal
competences to the competence of republics and provinces2 (Official Gazette of SFRY",
no. 42/65 and 47/65). It turns out, then, that the Inheritance Law enacted in 1973
was based largely on inheritance rules from the 1955 federal law of Yugoslavia3
(Official Gazette of SRM, p.998, 1973). The Law on Inheritance of 1973 was adopted
and implemented until the independence of the Republic of Northern Macedonia.
Thus, after the independence of the Republic of Northern Macedonia and after the
adoption of the constitution in 19914 ( Constitution of Republic of North Macedonia,
article 443) , five years later, the 1996 inheritance law was passed5 ( Law of
Inheritance of North Macedonia)
Even in this law, most of the rules of legal-inheritance nature are incorporated based
on the inheritance law of 1973 and the federal law of 1955. One of the rules of a legalhereditary nature that has been incorporated and borrowed from these previous laws
is the aspect of the circle of blood heirs or those of marriage. However, in recent
decades there have been major changes in marital and family relationships that
inevitably affect inheritance as well, due to the close link that exists between the
family and the law of inheritance6 ( Kok, 2015, page 479-514; 2015 & Barlow, 2006,

1 Slavko Markovic

- Inheritance Law - Faculty of Law - Nis - pp.30-70; 100-150; -270; 287-410,
1972.
2 See: Decision on promulgation of the Constitutional Amendments (Official Gazette of the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Belgrade, No. 29, July 8, 1971, - Article 15 On the day
this Law enters into force, the following federal laws shall cease to apply: 26) of the Law on
Inheritance ("Official Gazette of SFRY", no. 42/65 and 47/65), except for the provisions of
Articles 186 to 190 and the provisions relating to the procedure in inheritance matters.
3 Decree on the Promulgation of the Law on Inheritance (The Law on Inheritance was
promulgated and approved by the Assembly of the Socialist Republic of North Macedonia at
the session of the Assembly of the Republic, held on 25 September 1973, and at the session of
the Municipal Assembly, held on 25 September 1973, No. - 03-2316, Skopje - Official Gazette
of SRM, p.998, 1973.
4 Pursuant to Article 443 of the Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia, the Assembly of the
Republic of Macedonia at its session held on November 17, 1991, adopted a DECISION
DECLARING THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA - The Constitution of the
Republic of Macedonia was adopted, which held on November 17, 1991.
5 LAW ON INHERITANCE (Published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia,
No. 47 of 12.09.1996); Law database - www.pravdiko.mk
6 Jan Kok – Cohabitation in Europe : a revange of history, Journal : The History of the Family ,
Volume 20, 2015, ISSN 1081-602X; page 479-514; 2015 & Anne Barlow - Cohabiting
relationships, money and property: The legal backdrop - Journal of Socio-Economics
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pp- 502-518 & Grego, 2020, pp- 138-143 ) and therefore I think that finally, the law
of inheritance of the Republic of Northern Macedonia should be rebuilt and
modernized, especially in the field of incorporation of the extramarital partner as
legal heir1 ( Law of Inheritance of North Macedonia, article 4, 1996). Moreover, a
major drawback of the existing Law on Inheritance is that it contains numerous legal
gaps, i.e. there are issues that are not regulated and that create problems in practice,
which leads to legal uncertainty in the field of inheritance. This legal uncertainty
stems from the fact that numerous legal institutions in the Macedonian Law on
Inheritance are not regulated at all, one of them being the inheritance contract2 (
Inheritance Law of the Republic of Northern Macedonia, article 6, 1996)
Thus, I think that the Republic of Northern Macedonia should at least follow the
contemporary trend of inheritance regulation that is being done by the states of the
territory of the former Yugoslavia and in this case should incorporate the inheritance
contract as a basis for inheritance. This legal basis for inheritance also exists in Bosnia
and Herzegovina3 ( Law of Inheritance of Bosnia and Herzegovina, article 5, 2014) as
well as in the Republic of Serbia, where it is provided that such a contract could be
concluded only between the spouses4 (Civil Code of the Republic of Serbia, Chapter IV
– Contracts in inheritance law, article 2776) . Thus, we can say that the law of
inheritance of the Republic of Northern Macedonia from 1996, has not brought any
major innovations compared to previous laws which were implemented in the
territory of our state. This applies to inheritance in general as well as for the
compulsory portion of the inheritance in particular. What is worth mentioning is the
fact that, on the occasion of the adoption of the first civil code in our country, which
must be adopted in the near future, radical changes and modern reforms must be
made and will be made in the sphere of inheritance law.
Thus in the Republic of Northern Macedonia, the commission for preparation of the
Civil Code prepared important reforms of the inheritance legislation regarding the
introduction and detailed regulation of the inheritance contract, ensuring the legal
right of inheritance of the child conceived after death, the introduction of the
37(2):502-518, 2006 & Christandl Grego – Succession rights for cohabitants, - Edinburgh Law
Review. Jan2020, Vol. 24 Issue 1, p138-143. nr./2020.
1 Because, the extramarital partner in the Republic of Northern Macedonia is not presented as
a legal heir in inheritance law; however, this right is granted to persons who have a blood
relationship, which relationship arises due to the existence of an extramarital relationship
between the testator and his heir. This is confirmed by Article 4 of the Law on Inheritance of
the Republic of Northern Macedonia, 1996.
2 Inheritance Law of the Republic of Northern Macedonia, 1996, Article 6.
3 LAW ON INHERITANCE IN THE FEDERATION OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA - "Official
Gazette of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina", No. 80/14 of October 1, 2014, Article 5
(3) Inheritance rights are acquired under the provisions of this law, will or law.
4 Government of the Republic of Serbia, Commission for the drawing up of the civil code, Civil
Code of the Republic of Serbia, Chapter IV – Contracts in inheritance law, article 2776.
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possibility for extramarital partners to present themselves as legal heirs, the change
of the legal nature of the right to a compulsory portion of the inheritance and the
provision for it to be obligatory, to introduce subjective criteria for the necessary
heirs from the first hereditary order, to provide a three-year period for gift returns,
to introduce a notarial will, to create a register of wills, to ensure the exclusive
competence of notaries in the field of inheritance agreements and so on1 ( Mickovic,
2018 ). Therefore, we can say that the Republic of Northern Macedonia, in a not too
distant relative, will join the contemporary trend and the way of regulating the
inheritance in general and the compulsory portion of inheritance in particular based
on European civil codes as well as changes made in recent decades in neighboring
states.
Methodology
In this paper are used theoretical methods to achieve the goals outlined in this paper.
With their help, the domestic regulations will be analyzed, which regulates the
inheritance procedure.
In the paper are used the normative method, as one of the most important methods,
especially when it comes to analyzing court proceedings, i.e. the procedure initiated
by notaries as trustees of the court, and especially when it is used to analyze our and
foreign positive regulations.
An inevitable method, when it comes to research, is the historical method, which
also has an important place in this paper, especially when it comes to analyzing and
studying the inheritance procedure in the Republic of North Macedonia from ancient
times until today, with the help of which are concluded what factors contributed to
the introduction of a novelty such as the transfer of jurisdiction from national courts
to the notaries as trusties of the court to decide in inheritance procedure.
Finally, deduction and induction are two methods that are use, which helped to
reach out appropriate conclusions. Deduction method is used in order to reach
accurate conclusions through analysis and study. So, through such a method from
general findings are reached to concrete findings. In addition to the induction method,
its analogue method, the induction method, also is used. With induction method the
general conclusions are drawn from concrete findings.

Dejan Mickovic - "Contemporary tendencies in the inheritance legislation and the need for
reforms of the Macedonian inheritance law in the Civil Code" & Angel Ristov - "The most
important reforms in Book IV - Inheritance relations from the Draft Civil Code of the Republic
of North Macedonia", - SCI.E.NTIST "Civil Code of the Republic of North Macedonia: a factor for
legal certainty and the rule of law" - the seminar "Civil Code and the reform of Macedonian
inheritance law", organized by the Institute for Legal and Economic Research and Education
"Juridika Prima"- Skopje, 2018.
1
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The Role of Notaries in Inheritance Procedure in the Republic of North
Macedonia
"The overload of the courts with undisputed cases is enormous".1 ( Јаневски, 2019,
pp-30 ) This slows down the solving of these cases, as well as other disputed cases.
Integration processes, in addition to reforms and other requirements, require
changes in the judiciary, in particular, insist on faster solving of cases and to ensure
faster legal protection of procedural subjects. This process started in 1996 with the
adoption of the first Law on Notaries2 (Law on notaries of North Macedonia, 2009)
and as such continues today. Finally, the adoption of the new Law on non-contentious
procedure3 (Law on non-contentious procedure of North Macedonia, 2008) in 2008
enabled the transfer of powers from the court to the notaries known as "trustees of
the court", who work and function in the region of the Basic Court ( Law on noncontentious procedure of Republic of North Macedonia, article 127-131).4 Prior to the
enactment of the 2008 LNP, the testator's estate was decided by a single judge from
the Basic Court, regardless of whether or not there was a dispute between the parties,
or who the heirs were, whether there were property disputes, which part of the
inheritance is of the deceased or which parts belonging to the heirs.
Article 136 of the Law on Inheritance5 ( Law of Inheritance of Republic of North
Macedonia ) clearly stipulates that the supervision during the performance of the
function of the notary public in deciding the entrusted case is done by the body that
has entrusted the case to the notary public. During the inheritance procedure
conducted by the notary public, the court may confiscate the inheritance case if it
finds that he/she does not perform his/her function in a professional manner, in
accordance with the Law or in accordance with the Code of Professional Ethics of
notaries. In this case, the court will ask the notary public to return all documents and
records related to the entrusted case. In cases when the notary public refuses to
return such documents, "the court may fine the notary public" (paragraph 4, Article
138). Supervision of the work of the notary public is also performed after the
completion of the inheritance procedure, ie the decision made by the notary public,
where it is allowed to file an objection against that decision, which is decided by the
court.
2.1 The procedure of the notary public on inheritance case/procedure
The inheritance procedure, conducted by a notary public as a trustee of the court,
always begins after the receipt of the case by the President of the Basic Court, within
Јаневски.А. Потреба од растоварување на судовите од неспорни работи, Нотариус,
nr.12, pg. 30
2 Law on notaries, “Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia”, nr. 55/07, nr. 86/2008, nr.
39/2009, nr. 135/11
3 Law on non-contentious procedure, “Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia”, nr 9/2008
4 Articles 127 – 131 from Law on non-contentious procedure of Republic of North Macedonia
5 Article 136 - Law of Inheritance of Republic of North Macedonia
1
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8 days from the day when the case is registered in the relevant court registers. The
notary authorized and competent for conducting the procedure, after the submission
of the case by the court, has the duty to check the death certificate and to determine
whether the death certificate is complete or not. If the death certificate contains all
the necessary data, the notary public will continue with the procedure. However, in
many cases, to notaries are delivered incomplete death certificates, and in some cases
only excerpts from the registry of the dead. In this case, the notary public can act in
two ways: a) to complete or compile the death certificate himself, or b) to entrust the
completion or compilation to the competent registrar.
The hearing for deciding for the inheritance of the decease, is the central and most
important part of the inheritance procedure, which is held immediately after the
notary public, as a court trustee, undertakes all necessary procedural actions, which
must be taken according to the Law on non-contentious procedure. Pursuant to
Article 167 of the Law on non-contentious procedure, the notary public will "schedule
a hearing"1 ( Law on non-contentious procedure of North Macedonia, article 167 )
when he deems it necessary or when requested by one of the persons summoned to
the inheritance (heirs, legatees, or third parties). All heirs invited and interested in
the inheritance of the deceased person are invited to the hearing. "The hearing for the
deciding of the inheritance property is conducted orally"2 (Јаневски & Камилоска,
2020, pp-132 ) and as such is considered a central part of the whole procedure. All
issues and problems related to the inheritance property of the deceased will be
discussed at the hearing. Such are considered issues related to the number of heirs,
the size and value of the inheritance parts, as well as many other important issues for
the procedure.
The hearing always begins with an "invitation" (Law on non-contentious procedure
of North Macedonia, article 167 ) 3. The invitation is delivered to all persons who in
one way or another have an interest in discussing the deceased legacy. According to
the Law on contentious procedure4 (Law on contentious procedure of North
Macedonia ) and Law non-contentious procedure, the invitation should contain all the
data about the deceased person and the heirs, such as: name, surname, address of
residence. In addition, the summons also contains data on the address of the notary
public's office, as a court trustee, as well as the date and time of the hearing.

Article 167 from Law on non-contentious procedure
Јаневски.А, Зороска - Камилоска. Т, pg. 132
3 Article 167, pg. 2 from Law on non-contentious procedure
4 Law on contentious procedure, “Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia”, nr. 79/05,
110/08, 83/09, 116/10
1
2
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The Notary Public shall also inform the participants in the procedure that they are
obliged to submit to him all the legal acts that the testator had at his disposal before
his death ( Law on non-contentious procedure of North Macedonia).1
The notary public in the invitation for hearing will inform the participants about
their right to be able to give a statement regarding the acceptance or to give up from
the inheritance part until the end of the procedure (Law on non-contentious
procedure of North Macedonia, article 167 ) .2
After the invitations for participation in the hearing for discussion for the inheritance
have been sent, and after the notary public has taken the statements from the heirs
for their acceptance as heirs, the next step of the notary public in the hearing is to
determine the heirs and their inheritance parts on the basis of a law or a will, if the
deceased left any. So, at the hearing, the heirs, legatees and other persons who have
some interest from the testator will be informed about their rights and obligations
arising from their inherited parts. If there are no disputes between the subjects during
the inheritance procedure, the notary public will complete the procedure with a final
decision. But in practice it often happens that a dispute arises. In this case, the notary
public is obliged to stop the procedure and to advise the subjects to start a litigation
procedure before the competent court.
2.2 Decision for declaring the heirs
After holding the hearing and after taking the statements of the heirs, the notary
public is obliged to complete such a procedure with a decision, i.e. to decide for the
inheritance rights. With this decision, the notary public finally determines the heirs
of the deceased, who have the right to inherit his property (Article 177). The decision
for inheritance has a declarative nature, because with it the heirs are only declared as
heirs of the deceased. The final decision for inheritance should be submitted
immediately to the Public Revenue Office, because the Law governing these taxes
stipulates that the tax liability for payment of inheritance tax arises at the moment of
the validity of the decision for inheritance. When it comes to concluding a gift
agreement, the tax liability arises at the time of concluding the same agreement
(Article 15 of the LPT). The Law on Property Taxes3 ( Law on Property Taxes, 2004 )

The notary public, in accordance with Article 167 of the Law on non-contentious procedure,
in the invitation for hearing is obliged to point out to the heirs that if the testator left a
testament, to submit it in writing, i.e. to submit the document in which the oral testament is
registered or to inform witnesses about the oral testament.
2 The notary public is obliged to inform each participant in the procedure that for each of their
absence from the hearing, as well as for each of their refusal to give a statement, he will decide
on their right and the property of the deceased, based on the data owns at that moment.
Art.167 from Law on non-contentious procedure.
3 Law on Property Taxes, “Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia”, nr. 61/2004
1
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also provides relief when it comes to paying inheritance or gift tax ( Law on Property
Taxes, 2004, article 17) .1
The data (content) of the inheritance decision are precisely defined by the Law of noncontentious procedure (Law on non-contentious procedure of Republic of North
Macedonia, article 177) .2
At the beginning the decision contains data about the deceased, such as: name and
surname, father's name (for married women maiden name), profession, date and
place of birth, citizenship and social security number. In addition, the inheritance
decision contains data that are necessary to determine the size of the inheritance part.
Such data are considered the data on the real estate rights, which the notary public
can provide from the cadaster books, as well as the data on the real estate. Then, in
the decision, the data on the heirs take an important place, who with the validity of
this decision will be the bearers of the rights and obligations that were previously on
the deceased person. Data of the heirs are: name, surname, father's name (women
maiden name), place of residence and their social security number. In addition to the
identification data of the heirs, the inheritance decision will include all data related to
the size (value) of the inheritance, the base of inheritance (law - will), as well as the
heir-deceased relationship (spouse, parent, child, adopted children, etc.).
The decision for inheritance also contains data regarding the inheritance rights of the
heirs (whether the right of the heir is postponed until the fulfillment of a condition,
which condition depends on a termination condition (order), or is limited by the right
of usufruct or some other law). Thus, this section will indicate the ways and
conditions for exercising the rights of heirs. Finally, the decision will also include the
data referring to the legatees and third parties to whom the legacy, usufruct or some
other right from the inheritance belonged, which indicates exactly that right (Art. 177,
para. 5 of the Law on non-contentious procedure). Such data are: name, surname, ID
number, place of residence and their profession.
At the hearing for deciding about the inheritance property and rights, the heirs may
reach or propose an agreement on the division and the manner of division of the
inheritance. This agreement will be accepted by the notary public only if it is not
contrary to the rules of the Law on non-contentious procedure, which regulate this
Inheritance tax and gift tax is not paid by the heir, i.e. the recipient of the gift from the first
inherited order, the heir, i.e. the recipient of the gift from the second inherited order, i.e. the
received apartment as a gift, i.e. family residential building if he lived with the testator, i.e. the
gift giver in a joint household at least one year before the death of the testator, i.e. at the
moment of receiving the gift, provided that he and his family members do not have another
apartment, i.e. a residential building, the second heir inherits, i.e. receives agricultural land if
his agriculture is a basic activity and who lived with the testator, i.e. the giver of the gift in a
joint household at least one year before the death of the testator, i.e. the giver of the gift, Article
17, Law on Property Taxes, Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, no. 61, 2004 .
2 Article 177 from Law on non-contentious procedure of Republic of North Macedonia
1
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procedure. There are a number of cases where such agreements are contrary to this
Law. Such cases are when the agreement is reached as a result of violence, threat or
similar. When it is determined that the agreement between the participants is in
accordance with the Law on non-contentious procedure, the notary public will enter
such an agreement in the decision for inheritance (Law on non-contentious procedure
of Republic of North Macedonia, article 177 ) .1 The notary public is obliged to hand
over in writing the decision for inheritance, with which it is decided about the
inheritance rights, to all heirs and other persons who have submitted to the notary
public a request for exercising some right from the inheritance property of the
deceased. The notary public is also obliged to send the decision on inheritance to the
participants and to give them legal advice on their right to file an appeal within 8 days.
Conclusion
The profession of notary in the Republic of North Macedonia has existed for 25 years.
The notary public dates back to 1998, when the first notaries public who performed
the public service were elected on the systematic basis of the Law on Notary Public
Affairs of 1996, which regulated for the first time the basic competencies of the notary
public as an independent, sovereign and public service. The first notaries public in the
Republic of North Macedonia started working on June 15, 1998, and soon after, the
Notary Chamber of the Republic of North Macedonia and its bodies were established
in the same year. The Notary Chamber of the Republic of North Macedonia takes care
of the legal operation of notaries, conscientious and responsible performance of the
notary service, preservation of reputation and honor of notaries, protects their rights
and interests, decides on their rights, obligations and responsibilities. And when it
comes to the subject about inheritance, notaries in our country have some roles.
According to the legal framework of the Law on Inheritance of the Republic of North
Macedonia, the testator can express his last will to a notary public as a court trustee.
The legal system of the Republic of North Macedonia does not provide for the
existence of a special type of will in the form of a notary will. According to the Law on
Notary, notaries public can compose a will in the form of a notary act according to the
provisions that apply to compiling a court will contained in the Law on Inheritance.
And when it comes to inheritance procedure, the hearing for deciding for the
inheritance of the decease, is the central and most important part of the inheritance
procedure, which is held immediately after the notary public as a court trustee,
undertakes all necessary procedural actions, which must be taken according to the
Law on non-contentious procedure.
After holding the hearing and after taking the statements of the heirs, the notary
public is obliged to complete such a procedure with a decision, i.e. to decide for the
inheritance rights. With this decision, the notary public finally determines the heirs
of the deceased, who have the right to inherit his property. The decision for
inheritance has a declarative nature, because with it the heirs are only declared as
1
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heirs of the deceased. The final decision for inheritance should be submitted
immediately to the Public Revenue Office, because the Law governing these taxes
stipulates that the tax liability for payment of inheritance tax arises at the moment of
the validity of the decision for inheritance. The notary public is obliged to hand over
in writing the decision for inheritance, with which it is decided about the inheritance
rights, to all heirs and other persons who have submitted to the notary public a
request for exercising some right from the inheritance property of the deceased. The
notary public is also obliged to send the decision on inheritance to the participants
and to give them legal advice on their right to file an appeal within 8 days.
So as a recommendations we think that even that notaries in our legal system play
a huge role when it comes to inheritance in general and inheritance procedure as well,
still we think that some changes should be made. Unlike the Law on Inheritance of the
Republic of North Macedonia, which as lex generalis does not recognize the notary
will, in comparative law the form of the notary will is widely accepted. The notary will
is accepted in: Italian law, French law, Spanish law, German law, Russian law, Chinese
law, Japanese law, Turkish law. Which means, we think that we need to have further
studies in this topic and to make some research when it comes to the notary will
which is accepted in majority of countries in Europe. And when those studies will be
made we share our thinking that, we need to incorporate those forms of notary will
into our legal rules.
According to the solutions of comparative law, the notary will is present in many
countries, and given the current competencies of notaries in the field of inheritance,
we believe that it is necessary in the future reform of inheritance law to provide a
notary will as a separate type of will within the Law on Inheritance of our country.
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Abstract
This paper is a study on the winning prescription without the title of state
property, which is in itself one of the first ways of acquisition of property
according to Albanian legislation. The project of this topic is the analysis of the
practical implementation of the institute of winning prescription without the
title of state property. From the comprehensive treatment made in practice
regarding the procedural and material aspects of this institute, the issues
raised for analysis are related to resolving the issue of whether state property
is an item capable of being acquired by winning prescription and whether the
issuance of laws and bylaws will be considered cause for termination of the
statute of limitations. Seeing in full the legislation in force in the Republic of
Albania, as well as the spirit of this special legislation in the field of property
and and wealth real estate.State property is considered an impossible object
to be acquired by winning prescription, as long as they do not meet the legal
criteria for their transfer to private ownership entities..The plaintiff must
prove that the lawsuit is directed against the person who was the owner until
the conditions of the winning prescription are met.
Keywords: winning, prescription, state, property

Methodology Used
For the scope of the study itself, not only in time, but also in matters, that will handle
is deemed reasonable to use a combination of methodologies, to achieve fulfillment of
its final purpose. Literature search and selection as a first and important step in
collecting of the main literature and ancillary, appropriate and in accordance with the
study object.
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Methodology used in the realization of the topic” Winning prescription without title
of state property” begins with the use of the analytical method, which in the first part
of the study was used to analyze practical application of the winning prescription
institute without state title. Concretely this method has been used in practice analysis
regarding procedural aspects and materials of this institute, issues raised for analysis
have to do with resolving the issue if state property is a capable item to be won by
winning prescription and and whether the issuance of laws and bylaws will be
considered the cause for the completion of the limitation period.
In this paper it is used and the case study method, which has helped me in analyzing
the issues where I studied 3 (three) civil cases, I attended the relevant sessions by
consulting the acts that occurred in the file litigation up to that stage of the process.
I considered it inevitable using the comparative method. The comparative method
was used to make a comparison of cases in practice. I studied 10 (ten) decisions of the
period 2017-2021 in order to identify the practical attitude. Due to different practical
attitudes regarding the procedural and material aspects of the institute, issues raised
for analysis have to do with the context formed, the question of whether the property
is state-owned is item capable of being won by winning prescription and whether the
issuance of legal acts and the law will will be considered as a reason for termination
of the statute of limitations.
Also in the literature formal and material resources have been used taken from the
Albanian legislation as well as judicial jurisprudence over the years.
Keywords: prescription without the title of state property, first ways of gaining
ownership, litigation, object, legal acts.
Introduction
In focus of the report is the analysis of the practical implementation of the institute of
winning prescription without the title of state property. The reason for selecting this
institute is that in cases with winning prescription without title, statee property has
dispalyed more practical problems.
From the case law research, I have studied 3 (three) civil cases where I have attended
the relevant sessions by consulting the acts that occurred in the court file up to that
stage of the process. I have studied 10 (ten) decisions of the period 2017-2021 on
purpose to identify the practical attitude. Due to different practical positions
regarding the procedural and material aspects of the institute, the issues raised for
analysis are related to the litigation formed, the question of whether state property is
an item capable of being acquired by winning prescription and whether the issuance
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of legal acts and in law will be considered as a reason for termination of prescription.
The treatment of the institute will be done in the following sections of this paper, the
structure and content of which has been drafted in accordance with the Teaching
Guide of the analysis report.
Issues actions and sessions attended
List of issues and acts under consideration.
Civil case with reg. No 2161, register date 9.09.2019;1
Civil case with reg. No 911, register date 30.11.2018;2
Civil case with reg. No 4842, register date 16.06.2020;3
The acts taken into consideration that occurred in the court file in the cases listed are,
the lawsuit request, the defense statement, the relevant evidence, acts of expertise,
verbal process of the sessions. In the first case due to the procedural stage in which
the file was at the beginning of the practice, I also reviewed the final conclusions of
the parties.
B- Summary description of the facts, circumstances and condition of the acts
taken in the analysis.
From the summary comparative analysis on the object and the relevant facts it results
that the typology of facts is the same for all three cases4, the plaintiff claims that he
has quietly possessed, for more than 20 years, behaving as owners, the property
object of judicial conflict which appears registered in state ownership. In the
comparative analysis differ from each other referring to the required material object
(agricultural land, arable land, land), objects which are regulated in special legal
provisions, part of the treatment of this analysis report.
C- Determining the material / procedural moment where the selected institute is
located.

Pre-professional practice at the Tirana Judicial District Court
For the purpose of practice study in relation to the selected institute I have consulted the
official website of the judicial district of Tirana, other judicial districts and the official website
of the High Court
3 Plaintiff M.D; A.D; F.D; R.K; O.D; R.D; XH.D; Defendants Council of Ministers, Ministry of
Finance ect, with cadastral item “Field”
4 In the case with number 2161 basic register. The plaintiffs claim the obligation of the
respondent party to recognize them as co-owners with a winning prescription without title on
the property with an area of 1462m2 with the cadastral item "Filed" ect.
1
2

64

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

In the case with no. 2161, I say that the procedural phase in which I participated was
after the closing of the judicial investigation, in the submission of the final talks dated
14.10.2021. In the other two cases the hearings were preparatory and judicial,
respectively1.
Analysis of the institute of winning prescription without title of state property.
Legal questions raised.
Firstly, who are the passively legitimized subjects when the immovable property over
which the acquisition of ownership by winning prescription is claimed is owned by
the "state" in general?
Secondly, According to the legal and sub-legal framework, is state property considered
an item capable of being acquired with a winning prescription without a title, as long
as its legal criteria set out in special laws are not met, its transfer to the ownership of
private entities?
Thirdly, the approval of acts legal and sub-legal regarding the right of ownership ,
does it mean the exercise of his property and consequently can it be considered as a
reason for termination of the statute of limitations, issuance of legal acts and and sublegal by the bodies state for the acquisition of ownership over an immovable property
under a certain regulation?
Theory-practice report
With regard to the first issue to be grounded lawsuit statute of limitations winning
the title, the plaintiff in addition to proving the existence of conditions required in
Article 169 of the Civil Code, based on Article 170 must prove that the lawsuit against
directs the person who has been the owner until these conditions are met. Ownership
substantially belongs to the state, but "state" is an abstract notion in the sense that
any property that is not verified to be owned by a private entity is presumed to belong
to the state. Referring to the decision of the Civil College of the High Court2 refers to

In the case with no. 911The procedural stage in which I participated was the court session
held on 22.10.2021. In this session was presented the expert for the reporting of the act of
expertise ect.
In the case with no. 18051 basic register, the procedural phase in which I participated on
12.11.2021 is a preparatory session, where after the presentation of the parties and the
appointed expert, the plaintiff requested the procedural transition due to the change of life
plaintiffs.
2 Decision of the civil panel of the high court no. 367 dated 16.09.2015, case R.S against the
Council of the Municipality of Vlora.
1
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the obligation of the courts to investigate if the property, object of the winning
prescription is owned or administered by the Municipality or is owned by the central
government.
Passive legitimacy, referred to theoretical treatment, is the real legitimacy of the
parties in the process by which the identical being of the person will be understood
that the respondent is identical with the person against which material law allows it
to be raised a lawsuit. 1When the immovable property is owned by the state, the law
and bylaws come to the rescue.2 This law classifies them as inalienable3 public
property and alienable public property.
Referring to different positions in practice, results that the respondent has legitimized
the Ministry responsible for the administration of state property. In some other
decisions the Ministry is not legitimized, but only the Council of Ministers,4 with the
legal argument that the ministry in according to the law, it has only the right to
administer state property and not to alienate it. In another position of practice, only
the State Advocacy is passively legitimized.
I consider that the right attitude is that the Council of Ministers is passively
legitimized as a representative of the state owner or the respective local unit,
depending on whether the property is owned by the central or local government.
Other attitudes are not right, the Ministry of Finance and Economy, has no right to
recognize owners, citizens who claim to benefit from the institute of winning
prescription, right of ownership, for properties for which the relevant law does not
recognize the right of disposal,consequently it cannot be passively legitimized. On the
other hand, the State Advocacy can not be passively legitimized, referring to the law
which defines its functions, it has the role of providing legal assistance and protects
the property interests of the Albanian state but has no right to recognize owners
citizens who claim profit through this way original ownership gain.

Flutra Tafaj Kola,Asim Vokshi, “Civil Procedure-Part One, edition II, Albas, Tirana, 2018,
page.128
2 Law no.8743, For state immovable properties dated 22.02.2001 amended by law number
9558, dated 08.06.2006.
3 For inalienable public immovable properties are defined in article 3 point 1 of law 8743,
dated 22.02.2001 "On state immovable properties" amended by law number 9558 dated
08.06.2006
4 Referring to the practice followed, from the acts that occurred in the court file in the case
with basic registration number 2161, the plaintiff with a request for judicial settlement has
requested to withdraw from the summons as a defendant in this process for the Ministry of
Finance and Economy
1

66

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

In relation to the second issue;
From the point of view of substantive civil law, I consider it necessary to consider the
elements of winning prescription as the original way of gaining ownership.
Uzucapio1 means profit by use-possession.2 The Civil Code in force provides for two
types of statute of limitations, ordinary and extraordinary winning statute of
limitations.3 Regarding the winning prescription without title, newly determined in
the Civil Code4, when the immovable property is state owned, the same cumulative
conditions are required to be met, this also refers to the position of the High Court5,
conditions which are:
a) Possession of the item;
b) Possession for a certain time;
c) The item must be capable of being won with a winning prescription;
Contemporary doctrine, determines that to gain ownership of the thing through the
winning prescription the item must have been possessed by the possessor
uninterruptedly, quiet (nec vi), public (nec clam) manner, and must have the will to
The word 'Uzucapio' lat. Is formed by combining the words ‘usus’ (use) and ‘capio-ere’ (to
take).
1

2 Prof.

Nathanaili A., 'Acquisition of Property through Possession', People's Justice Nr. 4/1956,
p. 23. Acquisition of ownership by winning prescription relies on two main elements which
are the possession of the thing and time making it possible through the action of
the institute of winning prescription a state of fact, such as possession of the thing to be
transformed into a just state, gaining ownership of the item.
Dissertation for the protection of the scientific degree of doctor, Altin Shkurti on the topic
‘Possession and its protection’ p. 77
3

In the case of the winning prescription without title as a way of gaining ownership, a new
term will start from 01.11.1994, the date on which the new Civil Code entered into force. This
position was also held by the Supreme Court in the cases it reviewed. Thus, the Civil College of
the High Court, with decision no. 303, dated 06.10.2009, has decided to annul the decision No.
1097, dated 12.10.2006 of the Court of Appeals of Tirana and the decision no. 4717, dated
15.07.2005 of the Court of First Instance of Tirana and the termination of the trial of the case,
reasoning that among other things that: '... since in this case we are in the conditions provided
by Article 169 of the Civil Code, deadline I prescription is 20 years old.
5 Decision of the Civil College of the High Court no. (100) dated 23.03.2016, S. Panoti case
against the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection, Regional Directorate of
Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection, Local Immovable Property Registration Office
Tirana. It is said that after 1991, ownership of the land was allowed, and they were already
able to acquire the non-public immovable
4
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keep the item as its own ( nec precario) .The attitude also stems from the
jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights.1 For an item to be able to be
won with a winning prescription it must be possessed by its winner. As a rule, they
are capable of acquiring both movable and immovable property which are in civil
circulation. The rule which has its exception. Thus, items that are out of civil
circulation cannot be acquired by winning prescription.After the theoretical
approach, as above evaluated that we must determine some moments as a function
of the second question raised for analysis.
First, what is the real estate on which the acquisition of ownership with a winning
prescription without title is claimed?
Referring to the same typology of facts and object, the property subject to trial is
owned by the state. The legal and sub-legal framework that is implemented are the
laws and bylaws referred to in the first question raised.
Second, are real estate subject to litigation, inalienable public property?
Article 4 of Law 8743/2001 provides that state immovable property, which is not
public property, such as agricultural land, land, buildings, hardened assets of the
enterprise are placed under state administration, as well as other properties of this
type, if are not subject to special legal provisions, have a legal regime equal to
private property and are subject to the rules provided in the Civil Code. The position
of the practice in 7 out of 10 cases analyzed is that the property subject to trial is not
inalienable public property, consequently Article 4 of the law applies, which in an ad
contrario interpretation in case the state property has a legal regime regulated by a
special law, the acquisition of ownership will be carried out taking into account the
application of , relevant legislation, excluding the general rules of the Civil Code. So in
the civil case in the reasoning part it is determined that:
‘Special laws have given the right to private entities to buy state-owned land, addressing
the competent bodies, depending on the manner and time in which they have used this
land. In these conditions, the right to acquire the ownership of state property by private

A. Pye (Oxford) Ltd and J.A. Pye (Oxford) Land Ltd v. United Kingdom no. 44302/02 ECHR
2002 according to which “konk the concrete issue was not related to the restriction of property
in order to deprive the owners who are with regular papers. The goal was to fix the factual
relationship. Historically, 12 years of possession by the respondent party was sufficient to
extinguish the previous owner's right to reclaim his right or regain possession, and the new
title depended on the principle that long, uninterrupted possession, so calm, it gives you a title
”.
1
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entities is part of the search of the latter and the fulfillment of certain criteria for the
nature of the land and its use '.1
In the case of transferable state property, for which the state may carry out actions as
private entities, the alienation to third parties is carried out taking into account the
criteria of special laws. 2
The court in one of the cases maintains that the principle "lex specialis derogat lex
generalis", gives priority to the application of the special law for the acquisition of
ownership over a state-owned immovable property.
As above based on the theoretical and practical analysis, I evaluated that the position
referred to is correct and should be followed in the case of the three issues referred
to in the introductory part of the report. As long as special laws definethe following of
certain administrative procedures, the transfer of state property in favor of private
entities, if these procedures are not applied, state properties are consequently not
able to be acquired by winning prescription, thus leading to non-compliance of one of
the cumulative condition.
Regarding the third issue,
Acquisition of ownership by beneficiary prescription is based on the possession of
the thing, the definition of which is found in Article 304 of the Civil Code. From the
content of the article and the subsequent provisions that regulate the possession, it is
not determined what are the legally required conditions for the possession of the
thing for the effect of its profit with a winning prescription. Possession of the object
is considered to be when it is acquired peacefully, ie without physical or psychic
violence, and is held by the possessor "without being disturbed" by persons claiming
the existence of their right to possess the property.
In decision no.6296 date 15.01.2020 the court reasoned that the actions or
decisions of the state administration bodies, show the interest of the state for the state
properties, regardless of whether they are submitted directly or indirectly, spoil the
peaceful possession of the possessor over the respective property. The state
The opposite position is evidenced in the decision no. 9937 and number 2915 act, the court
of the Tirana judicial district, where the court has decided to accept a lawsuit
2 V.K.M. no.200 dated 19.02.2009 and DCM no.578 dated 29.08.2012 On determining the
procedure of transfer of ownership of yards in use, where the subject must address the
competent body that is the PRCA in an administrative way to gain the right of ownership over
yard in use ect.
1
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expresses its will through legal and sub-legal acts from time to time, depending on the
issues and problems that are presented for solution, thus bringing about the
interruption of the further progress of the winning prescription deadlines. This
position was also maintainedin the decision of the Constitutional Court No. 4/2016.
Regarding the above theoretical and practical treatment, I consider that the position
of the court that accepts the semi-legal or legal summary is the way it expresses its
will in exercising the property rights of the state, by ‘directly’ concerning the
possessor and the and consequently interruption of further walking of term winning
prescription, is right.
Comparative analysis between practical cases.
From the study of practice, specifically 10 (ten) issues of the period 2017-2021
Regarding the first legal question, practical positions can be grouped:
1. The Council of Ministers is passively legitimized in most of the analyzed decisions.
2. In the rest of the cases, the Ministry responsible for the Economy and the State
Advocacy is passively legitimized.
With regard to the second and third question6 of 8, the trial court decided to dismiss
the lawsuit referring to the 2 main reasons.1
Firstly, state property which is regulated by a special law can not be equated or have
the same legal regime as private property, which excludes them from the scope of the
material civil institute as a way of gaining ownership, being out of civil circulation.
Secondly, the non-possessive owner, the state has not remained passive. The
legislator in the legal sense has not left the plaintiff in possession, issuing a series of
laws and bylaws, regarding the resolution of the situation in question by interrupting
the passage of time.
In the other two cases, the reasoning for dismissal of the lawsuit is related to the
characteristics of the state entity which expresses the will through legal and sub-legal
acts2 and the reasoning for the existence of a special law.In two court cases analyzed,
the court decided to accept the lawsuit.3
Decision No.9100, No.Acti 1587, dated 06.11.2018 with litigant Plaintiff M.SH. and the
respondent Municipality of Tirana, Council of Ministers
1

2

Decision No. 10095 dated 21.03.2018 of the Court of the Tirana Judicial District.

Decision no. 448 dated 17.06.2016, of the Lushnje Judicial District Court Plaintiff F.B. with
the respondent Ministry of Economic Development, Trade and Entrepreneurship Tirana and
3
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In the case with No. 9937 Decision1, the court refers to the special law 8743/2001
article 4 without stopping in its analysis with the argument that the property under
trial is state property, free in civil circulation, individualized and capable of being
acquired with winning prescription.
In the case2 with plaintiff V.I. defendant Municipality of Tirana, the court has reasoned
that there are all the conditions and elements required by the winning prescription
institute. With regard to possession, it is considered terminated only when it is proven
that against one of the possessors over the years a claim has been filed in relation to
the thing by the owner through a regular lawsuit before the court.
3. Conclusions and recommendations
Firstly, The plaintiff must prove that the lawsuit is directed against the person who
was the owner until the conditions of the winning prescription are met. The Council
of Ministers or the relevant local unit is passively legitimized when the property
under trial is respectively owned by the central or local government. The Ministry of
Finance and Economy is not passively legitimized as it has the administration and not
the alienation of state property. The State Advocacy is not legitimized because in the
sense of the law "On Advocacy" it provides representation and legal aid to state
bodies.
Secondly, State properties which are regulated by a special law in the sense of Article
4 of Law 8743/2001 can not be equated or have the same legal regime as private
property. Looking at the entire legislation in force in the Republic of Albania, as well
as the spirit of this special legislation in the field of property and immovable property,
state property is considered as items incapable of winning with a winning

third person Municipality of Lushnja, Municipal Council of the Municipality of Lushnja, IPRO
Lushnja, the court rejected the lawsuit on the grounds of the existence of a special law. In the
conditions when the specific law no. 171/2014, determines the rules for the transfer of
ownership of agricultural land, as well as law no. 8337, dated 30.04.1998 "On the transfer of
ownership of agricultural land, forests, meadows and pastures", prohibit the alienation of this
property, the court considers that the land subject to conflict claimed by the plaintiff is
inalienable and can not be subject to prescription winner without title.
1 Decision No. 9937 and No. 2915 Act, Tirana Judicial District Court with plaintiff Q.R and
defendant Municipality of Tirana with the object of winning with winning prescription of
249.9 m2. the item is individualized real estate, in the inventory of properties of the
Municipality of Tirana and is an Illyrian item in civil circulation
2

Decision No.10406 and No.1475 Act, Tirana Judicial District Court
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prescription, as long as the criteria are not met. legal for their transfer of ownership
to private entities.
Thirdly, the State is an abstract notion and unlike private subjects of law, it lays
subjective rights deriving from the relationship of ownership through its bodies. The
adoption of laws and bylaws is the way it expresses the will to exercise the rights of
state ownership, 'disturbing' the possessor and consequently interrupting the further
running of the winning statute of limitations.1
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Analysis of Ismail Kadare Prose Prospects Under the Optics of
V. L. Propp
Dhurata Lamcja
PhD, European Scientific Institute
Abstract
When it comes to Albanian and Balkan literature, Ismail Kadare is undoubtedly
one of the figures of the greatest importance for the development of modern
literature, while reviving the elements of folklore lost in the empty communist
literature. Kadare's work matters beyond the technical elements, the use of
words, flow, and themes, for the important role he played with his silent attempt
to reawaken the hope for freedom, through the hidden literary figures in his
work. On the other hand, his contribution to literature comes as a result of his
mastery to bring a new and modern spirit to literature, using motifs and figures
used for centuries in Albanian folklore but wrapped in stories and characters of
placed at different times from popular literature. Certainly, the inclusion of
folkloric elements such as the taking of motifs and themes from old Albanian
tales and legends leaves room to suggest the analysis of his work under the
optics of Propp analysis, as a novelty in the analysis of the work of Balkan
authors that share features similar to Kadare.
Keywords: poetics, literature, Propp analysis, Ismail Kadare, communist literature
Introduction
Background of the Writer and His Work
Kadare is also a well-known author in the international arena. At the suggestion of the
well-known author and critic Robert Escarp, the publishing house "Albin Michel"
published in 1970 the work "The General of the Dead Army". On this date, Kadare's
work transcended the borders of his country. Kadare soon stood dignified among
writers, journalists, and readers in France. He was the synonym of the whole country:
"An Albanian which sums up the whole of Albania".1
So far, Kadare's work includes 13 novels, about 10 short stories, eight lyrical
collections, etc. Despite the variety of themes and ideas in more than three decades of
experience, Kadare's work can be identified with some points or motives that help
sketch his literary portrait (Tomková, 2005), such as the history of Albania, national
1Note:

Escarpit in the preface of Kadare, I. "Le General de l'armée morte", Paris, 1970.
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resistance, the socio-political actuality of the country, Empire Ottoman as a model of
the totalitarian state, the world in the mirror of memories, mythology in the structure
of the work (Klosi, 1991). The boundaries of this classification are often fluent. Given
the reality and mainly the historical facts of the work "The General of the Dead Army",
the latter focuses more on symbolism than on an accurate reflection of history. The
novels and stories of the third group, on the other hand, seem to have a historical
nature, however, they constitute a free entry into history, with a current literary
background. Fictional "facts" prevail over history. Autobiographical prose is easier to
analyze through occasional themes. Mythology is examined in the novel "Who
brought Doruntina?". The work is also based on the motive of the construction
sacrifice in the work "Bridge with three arches".
The presentation of Kadare's work, although more detailed than other Albanian
authors, does not claim to be exhaustive. In addition to addressing mythological
themes, some important novels such as "The Great Winter," "The Concert at the End
of Winter," or "Last November" are mostly political novels (Xhaferi, 2017). Kadare's
work contains several poems that concisely identify the constellations of ideas in
future prose texts. and can serve as epigrams for these texts. The division between
Kadare as a prose writer and Kadare as a lyric poet may not be applicable (Morgan,
2006).
Analyzing Kadare's work, this paper, beyond the traditional literary analysis, will be
based on Propp structural analysis, which will serve to see the impact of fairy tales
and typological structures of folklore on Kadare's work, developed in the era of
modernist literature. and socialist realism.
This paper has a number of goals, which can be more easily synthesized in selected
research questions, which will try to answer the set goals of the study:
Is the influence of modernist literature and socialist realism felt in Kadare's work?
Is the impact of the revival of folklore literary elements felt in Kadare's work?
Can we say that there are a considerable number of Propp functions present in
Kadare's work?
The Authors Biography and Its Impact on the Authors Work
Ismail Kadare's work has only been translated in the last two decades. He was born
in Gjirokastra in 1936. During the Second World War, the child was in his hometown,
where the Italian and Greek armies passed and was later occupied by the German
army. The autobiography of that time can be found in the novel "Chronicle in Stone"
of 1971 (Elsie, 2005 ).
After the war, Kadare attended primary and secondary school in the city of
Gjirokastra. He started writing and publishing poetry very early on (such as the
subject of his satire in the later story "Writing Time", 1985). He enrolled at the
University of Tirana, in the branch of Albanian Language and Literature. In 1954 he
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published his first poetry collection, "Youth Inspiration". Three years later he
published his second poetic collection entitled "Dreams". Later, however, he departed
from his early poetry (Avdyli, 2019a).
After completing his studies in Tirana, Kadare continued his artistic education at the
Gorky Institute in Moscow. Here he came in contact with contemporary or modern
European literature. With the breakdown of relations between the Soviet Union and
Albania in 1961, Kadare had to drop out of school and return to Tirana. He initially
worked as a journalist and editor for the country's contemporary literary writings. In
1963 he achieved success with the novel "The General of the Dead Army". Given the
philosophical approach, the young author was recognized as an important innovator
in Albanian literature. Also, the above novel sparked controversy, which many
consider a sign of the novel's great importance.
However, in the 1960s in Albania, Kadare was largely known as a successful poet. His
collections "My Century", 1964, "Eagles fly high", 1966, "Solar engine", 1968, etc. were
characterized by enthusiasm for socialism, abstractions, and "entanglements", which
were very popular among young people at the time. The poetic collection "Time"
published in 1976 marked his farewell to the genre of poetry (Avdyli, 2019b). This
collection contained political poetry, so it focused on Albania's path to communism
(Gjergji, 2015). "The Castle" and "Chronicle in Stone" were written after "The General
of the Dead Army", and are considered some of Kadare’s most important works in the
1960s.
From the early 1970s to 1990, Kadare lived as a freelance writer in Tirana and was a
board member of the Writers' League. In 1988 Kadare was elected Vice President of
the Democratic Union of Albania. He was also the editor-in-chief of the literary
magazine published in Frenchfont "Les Lettres Albanaises". In the late 1990s, Kadare
left with his family in France and thus distanced himself from his party and Albanian
politics.
The new situation in Eastern Europe and Albania positioned Kadare as a prominent
Albanian writer and at the same time as the advocate of democratization of the
country in a new light. As a prose writer, Kadare was particularly productive in the
1970s. In 1973 he published The Winter of Great Solitude (1976 expanded as The
Great Winter); in 1974 the other novel "November of a Capital"; in 1976 "The Former
Emblem", a collection of short stories and longer prose texts; in 1978 three novels in
one volume, among them "The Bridge with Three Arches", and "The Twilight of the
Steppe Gods"; in 1979 two novels were published, "Who brought Doruntina?",
"Broken April" and three separate novels in a group. Also published were the novel
"File H", 1981, the prose collection "Writing Time", 1986, and "Concert at the End of
Winter", 1988.
Kadare is also known as an essayist and translator. It is worth mentioning his
contribution to the tradition of Albanian folk poetry "Autobiography of the Folk in
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Verses", 1975, and essays on Aeschylus, 1986 (published as a preface to his
translation of "Orestia") and on the Albanian poet Migjeni, 1988.
Methodology
The methodology of this paper has been carefully selected based on the aims of this
study. Beyond the collection of relevant data from Kadare's major prose works, the
main research method for this study is that of Propp structural analysis.
To better understand the author's work it is worth applying the structuralist analysis
of narrative theory by Vladimir Lakovlevich Propp. He published the famous work
"Morphology of the Fairy Tale" (1928), which was an attempt to structure all Russian
fairy tales and not only, in a similar structure. It is important to note that for Propp,
morphology was not an end in itself and that he did not intend to describe poetic
procedures in themselves, but to discover the specific form of folk tale as a genre, to
find, consequently, a historical explanation for its uniformity.
In studying the specificity of the folk tale, V. Propp assumed that the diachronic
(historical-genetic) study should be preceded by a rigorous synchronous description.
With such a description, Propp set himself the task of highlighting the constant
(immutable) elements, those that were always present in the folk tale and that the
investigator does not forget, even when moving from one plot / function to another.
Indeed, the invariances discovered by Propp, and the connections between them
constitute the structure of the folk tale. Also, Propp discovered that character
functions are constant and repetitive elements of folk tales. Thus, he divided the tales
into sections.
Propp's morphology allows an almost accurate examination of the structural
elements of the tale. This is what makes the value of the analysis approach extremely
neutral. Therefore, Propp's morphology makes it impossible for a researcher to
intervene without subjective or personal involvement that could interfere with the
accuracy of the structural analysis. A value-neutral approach allows for an objective
interpretation of the displacement or overlap of the scope of the work under analysis.
On the other hand, a researcher who uses Propp methodology is focused on
identifying functions and their findings are easily verifiable. Having objectively
identified the functions, a Proppian interpretation of the tale enables a scholar to
derive, almost without prejudice, those values and indications that the author has
been willing to lay out. Namely, a set of functions defines the characters involved,
which may indicate an important, didactic function of the popular literary heritage.
Folk tales cannot be far from any idealization of human nature, as well as social
relations between people, including close family members. On the contrary, as the
analysis of the author's prose itself will show, the analysis notices and designs in
detail the imperfections of our culture and society.
"The Three-Arched Bridge" and Its Ethnic Strata
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Ismail Kadare's work is an original literary universe, which combines classicism,
modernity, antiquity, and contemporaneity. One of the peaks of Albanian literature is
his work "Bridge with three arches". The bridge in Ismail Kadare's work "The Bridge
with Three Arches" is a premonition, an omen, a threat. Towards the end of the 1300s,
it climbs across a river in Albania, where the last remnants of Byzantine rule are giving
way to the first Ottoman Turkish conquests. It is a bridge over which Asia would
conquer Europe and the future would conquer the past.
In the parables of Kadare's history, the stones or the construction itself stand as a
nightmare. "All excellent construction work resembles crime and vice versa. . .”
murmurs one of the foreigners who is with the builders on the "Bridge with Three
Arches." The enormous construction, in substance, was the offer of a ruler for
immortality. Desperate, seeing nothing clearly, the medieval monk Gjon gives an
account of the construction of the bridge over the river Ujana e Keqe.
Just a little more educated than his neighbors, the monk feels trouble. For Kadare,
history is not knowledge, but disease, and Gjon falls ill with the premonition of an
ominous planetary change. The Ottoman current that will eventually engulf the
Balkans and most of Central Europe is affecting the divided territories of the Albanian
high priests. The Turks already control half of the seaport in Vlora, in the south; soon
they will control them all. Some of the Albanian lords have declared themselves
vassals of the sultan; the Turkish governor across the river asked Mr. Gjon for his
daughter's hand and was refused.
Weddings with foreigners have not been favorable. From the time when the Albanian
prince Tanush Topia, the father of the great count, the current Karl Topia, kidnapped
the French wedding guests of the daughter of the king of France, Helena Anzhuna,
who were taking the bride to Byzantium, a black fate has followed many affinities on
the land of the Albanians, at the time called Arbërs. Recently, more and more often,
Turks are appearing in all parts of the Balkans. Crossing the river has always been
done by dinghies, as the monopoly of a company known as "Boats and Rafts".
One day a stranger falls into a trance at the bank. A fortune teller interprets his
ramblings as a prophecy that a bridge will be built. And very soon, representatives of
another venture, "Bridges and Roads," arrive to convince the local lord to allow the
construction of a toll bridge. John is called upon to do the interpretation but complains
that it is easier to interpret for the woodpeckers. However, it is not just the sounds,
but the future. Medieval Europe has emerged in the Renaissance, trade routes are
flourishing, bridges are needed to enter Asian markets and suppliers. However, the
bridges go in two directions, and what will reach the other side is a 600-year-old
empire. Builders set up camp, leveled the river banks, dug ravines to allow three piers
to sink into the river bed. The villagers are divided. Some "rejoiced that Ujana e Keqe
river would be implanted with a stone clasp"; others warn that "it was not easy to
saddle a hitting mule."
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Agents from the old dinghy company spread rumors that water spirits would get
angry; very soon they would bring sabotage. Gjon records everything, agitated. He
observes the sudden appearance of dervishes in neighboring Turkish lands. He
reports on the arrival of the Turkish delegation holding the marriage proposal and
rich gifts. "Every invasion begins when your first set eye on it," John recalls being told
by his father.
It was an enterprise, expansion, or progress that brought destruction according to
Kadare's bitter look at history. A horror is associated with the project; an old legend
returns to do the work of innovators. Legend has it that the three builders of a castle
discovered that the work they did during the day was undone at night. The walls, it
seems, required a soul in order to stay; a builder's wife was buried inside the masonry,
one bay coming out to allow her children to milk. The situation of the bridge is
described as follows:
"Ujana e Keqe was swollen and wrinkled even more but did not make any other attacks
against the bridge. It flowed down her scorn as if nothing had happened. And indeed, to
a foreigner, they were but a bridge and an ordinary river, like dozens of others, who from
the time of the ashes had left the afterlife of the first time of cohabitation and, now, they
had agreed on everything ” (Kadare, 2011, p. 16).
However, the bridge was considered noble:
"I have built such ghosts," he said, and, pointing to the frothy-wrinkled waters of Ujana,
over which, gloomily and unintentionally, the stone bridge was built, he added: and a
bridge like this, even if washed with blood, it is a thousand times nobler than them. That
was more or less my conversation with him " (Kadare, 2011, p. 27).
One morning Murrash, a bridge worker was found dead. Rumors abound: He
volunteered for the reward; he was a saboteur working for the dinghy company and
was caught and killed; his family denounced him for taking the money. The bridge is
over. Murrash's dead face, plastered, turns white.
"It was something that violated everything we knew about the boundaries between life
and death," says Gjon. "The man remained ready between the two like a bridge, without
moving in one direction or the other. This man was immersed in non-existence, leaving
his form behind him like a forgotten garment " (Kadare, 2011, p. 74).
At first, no one passed on the bridge. "The bridge was like a meaningless dream,
dreamed by the river and the two shores together. Thus, the stranger bridge, fallen from
the banks of the river in time, seemed utterly alone as it clung to its limbs of stone, its
only prey ... " (p. 82).
Then people started using it. Trade moves east across the bridge and it will not be
long before the Ottoman armies move west. The flow of power and enterprise
resumed. The above work is the picture of the Kaderian universe that narrates the
beauty of Arbëria and tells the story of a different Albania. According to him, the cause
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of the transformation of the Arbër ethnicity is found in the medieval past. The oneness
of the present can only be captured through a return to the medieval past. In the
mouth of the character, Gjon, are put the truths of the bridge in Ujana e Keqe, and
more deeply the truths of the history of our country and the Albanians, as well as the
fabricated lies about it.
Through retelling differently, Kadare aims to highlight the truth, because "he who
puts the truth into practice comes to light." To accept the truth means to accept
oneself, that is, not to remain in the darkness of ignorance, lies, or fabrications, but to
find oneself in the light of truth. Truth is the only salvation. Kadare's stories come to
life through various literary forms, metaphors, symbols, and masterful allegories. The
mission of revealing the true story that permeates reality accompanies every line of
the work "Bridge with three arches".
The power of myths, ancient Albanian legends, folklore that pierce reality are the
basis on which such a mission is based. The author creates original metaphors, which
have had another meaning in previous times, as well as complete characters, through
which he reveals the painful actuality. The work also combines the tragedy of the wall
motive, the grotesque with the presence of Turkish-Ottoman songs, the costumes of
dervishes, the incomprehensible language of foreign contractors, etc., in contrast to
the high Arbërian culture, the generous and humane spirit of medieval Albanians, this
is evident in the monk's hospitality to travelers, foreigners, and ballad collectors
(Bellos, 2008).
The novel "Bridge with three arches" shows past events, which have been distorted
for various reasons. The consequences have been felt in the heart of the Arbërian
ethnicity. The roots of the tragedy and the real other side of the story are found and
made visible through the early legend of building a bridge. This is also Kadare's
narrative purpose.
Truth is found subdued underground. It is up to the writer to revive it, in the
conditions when "non-existent folklore and stories continue to be woven…". Thus,
history is colored with ideology and opportunism deviating from its mission. Only a
conscious creator can bring out the truths by retelling the Arbërian history, which is
stained with blood, and it happened again, walling it in itself. Others, meanwhile,
viewed the Arbërian history with astonishment as the (self) takeover of the Balkans
(Kadare et al., 2001).
Kadare intends to trace the beginning of this great evil for the Arbërs, which seems to
have no way of being freed from the shackles even today, which seem hellish, full of
sadness and anxiety. This is explained concerning the totalitarian system in which the
country was plunged in the years 1945-1992, a system which the author saw as an
opportunity for a second living sacrifice, of which he was a part (Kassabova, 2021).
In these conditions, the true chronicle of this tragedy should have remained a
testament of the author before the people and the world, as "times are gloomy, and
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the future is darker than ever," as even the times that the country was going through
were gloomy, as was the gloomy hope of resurrection from isolation. The voice had to
be raised and the testimony had to be left written before the isolation and oppression
were repeated (Morgan, 2020).
Kadare has created the aesthetic code of the characters in the novel as part of the
mastery of his narrative discourse (Marinaj, 2008). His characters self-discover
through first-person narrative, as in the case of the Catholic monk, Gjon, who tells
about the construction of the bridge. In this way, we can get information about his
person, such as profession, narrative, creative and diplomatic intuition, etc., which are
revealed little by little throughout the novel. We can also understand the full spiritual
picture of the author, which unfolds little by little until the end of the novel.
Narrative purpose and aesthetic discourse underlie Kadare's masterful choice of
characters. The Monk character, who is the main character, or Hero, according to
Propp, retains an undisputed authority due to age, maturity, and intellect to write
chronicles.
Kadare draws a parallel between Catholic monks, who tell the story, write chronicles
and witness the events of the Middle Ages with Albanian prelates educated in Western
countries, as cultivators of genuine Albanian culture. The character of the monk in this
work empowers Kadare's prose and enables him to present to the reader a true and
authoritative narrative.
In the pre-Ottoman period, Catholic monks were key figures in the Arbërian identity
and diplomacy of the time. European and world communications were kneaded in
their chancelleries. The real centuries-old Albanian archive is found exactly in the
medieval Albanian assemblies and parishes. For this reason, Kadare chooses the
monk as a man devoted to God and the homeland in parallel with his conduct in their
service. The writings of Albanian monks are often paid with blood, so they are part of
the martyrs of Albanian writing and national history or sacrifice to create the bridge
between the present and the future.
"The three-arched bridge" includes the metaphor of the bridge and the border. Kadare
uses the metaphor of the bridge, comparing it to a monster that devours people, ie as
a threat to the Albanian people, while other Balkan writers use the bridge as a union
of divided coasts, peoples, or civilizations. Kadare’s bridge contains the tragedy of the
wall of living Albanians alienating the metaphor of unity. The Ottoman Empire aimed
at gaining Albanian territories and not at cooperation or the establishment of intercivilizational ties (Cox, 2006).
In the case of Kadare, the metaphor of the bridge takes on a new meaning and nuance
by combining it with the metaphor of the border, which symbolizes the clash,
protection, or fear of the unknown. Albanian land unfolds as a borderline between
western and eastern cultures and civilizations, where any union or division of them
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weighed on the backs of our people. The border symbolizes intersection, separation,
and bypass.
The need to build the bridge is symbolically related to the intrigues of the Ottoman
Empire to enter the Albanian identity. This is related to the imposition of Albanians
on the birth of a new world and the death of the old world. As a result, Arbërian
princes found it difficult to choose and unite to defend the Arbërian ethnicity, as they
had chosen death. For this reason, Kadare expresses sadness and fear that such
decisions turn the people into a bridge over which civilizations clash and cause
bloodshed and mourning. It is up to the Arbërians to save and preserve the culture of
the centuries-old European civilization before other civilizations that aim to
dismantle it (Sulstarova, 2006).
Kadare's short prose aims to highlight modern distortions and fabrications about
Albania and Albanians. "Bridge with three arches" shows the identity of Albanians,
who have been trampled by the Balkan wars, which has brought serious
consequences to this day. He claims that the identity of Albanians is European
(Mukherjee & Roy, 2021). This identity has faded, but not ruined under the influence
of Orientalism imposed in Albania.This is justified by the fact of the Arbërian
autochthony of many ancient myths, songs of knights, traditions, and folklore. Also
mentioned is the fact that our neighbors who came to the Balkans claim that the
ballads belong to others and not ours. The ignorance of Albanian traditions, even their
appropriation is explained by the fact that the Balkan neighbors wanted Albania to be
isolated and oppressed.
"Who Brought Doruntina" Ballad Sisters in the Balkans
The ballad is a short folkloric, narrative song, based on the most dramatic part of a
story, which continues towards the end through dialogue and a series of incidents. It
represents a type of literary and musical development in Europe during the late
Middle Ages and tends to have a strict dramatic structure, sometimes leaving out all
the preliminary material, all the exposure and description, even all the motivation,
just to focus in the most important scene.
The word ballad, according to the dictionary of the Albanian language, is a small poem
or poem with regular verses, with a narrative character, usually with a popular and
lyrical spirit, which gives a historical, legendary or heroic event. The origin of the
ballad in the Middle Ages, according to folklore scholar Gjergj Zheji is related to the
mysterious epic-lyrical stories, mythological beings, an approach liked by romantics,
who wrote famous ballads based on this medieval genre.
As for the ballad, two main similar motifs remain throughout the Balkans, those that
can be called common: the wall and the dead brother. Death is a very present motif in
ballads. In Albanian folklore, there are two ballads, where the motive of death stands
out especially: the ballad for the walled bride and the ballad for the dead brother.
Passed down from very early times from one generation to the next, both ballads have
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undergone their own transformations. Their collection dates back only to the 19th
century and their recognition beyond the local Balkan borders dates back to the same
time. The ballad about the walled bride is unknown beyond the Balkans, while the
ballad about the dead brother is known through Lenora's similar motif in the rest of
the continent. Both ballads have a significant impact on the literature.
All attempts to give a date of birth or a specific place of origin to the ballad about the
dead brother in the Balkans, which is considered part of the repertoire with mythical
sources along with the wall ballad, have failed. Starting from the end of the century.
XIX, with the release of published versions, various scholars have tried to shed light
on the origin and time of birth of the ballad. Given the Romantic School and at the
same time the processes of nation-state formation, the avoidance of scientific
judgment seems to have dominated en masse. Scholars of the Balkan countries who
dealt with the ballad, mostly in their works, paid attention to the gathering of facts or
the serving of facts, in favor of an argument fixed from the beginning, that of the
national priority of origin and high level artistic compared to neighbors. Studies of the
ballad have not taken into account the migration of motifs in an east-west direction,
which was taken for granted in fairy tales, since the publication of the archetype
classification by Vladimir Propp (Propp, 2010).
Alan Dundes says about the ballad that her motive has migrated just like in fairy tales
and the direction of migration has been the same as in fairy tales: From India to the
areas to the west of it, until she arrived in the Balkans. Dundes in this edition talks
about an age that exceeds 1000 years in terms of this ballad and about 700 variants
of it in the world.
The ballad about the dead brother is quite popular in the Balkans. The motive of the
younger brother, who is resurrected to bring the sister home has left a strong
impression on the people who have inherited the ballad. In the rest of Europe, the
ballad about the resurrection of the dead man is known as Lenora's motive, since in
1773, the German lyric poet Gottfried August Byrger published the impressive ballad
"Lenore", based on a popular motif well known on the continent. A boy and a girl fall
in love and decide to get married. But the boy has to go to war, suddenly. The
mourning of the girl and her search raise the man from the grave.
The difference between the Balkans and Europe in motive, scholars see as a difference
between the social development of the two types of societies. In some cases, the
Balkan motive is seen in the light of incest and the tendency for distant marriages,
precisely to avoid this. Endogamy versus exogamy is often interpreted as the essence
of the ballad. The strong dominance of patriarchal relations often explains the
changing Balkan motive. The difficult historical situation, the invasions, the wars,
have made the Balkans more united within the family. a special concept of love and
bonding has been created that unites the members of a family. But this does not mean
that the Balkan type of our motive expresses a completely different content. Here we
are dealing with a special culture, that of the Balkan peoples, says Fatos Arapi.
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Death, though irreversible, was perceived as granting a small amnesty to the deceased
who could not fulfill the promise in life. The ballad itself relies on the motive of death.
It begins with the death of the brothers and continues with the death of the rest of the
family, mother, and sister. In Albania, the first collections of its variants date to the
end of the nineteenth century. After the wall ballad, it is the most widespread and
most popular in all Albanian territories (Baldwin, 2005).
In Albanian literature, the writer Ismail Kadare has brought two responsible novels
with two motifs of ballads: "Bridge with three arches" and "Who brought Doruntina"
(Atlantic, 2009). But what is the relationship with death in these two ballads,
according to the perception that appears in the Albanian versions. Death as a sacrifice
required not by the subject itself appears in the ballad for the walled bride and death
as an impossibility to fulfill the promise by the subject itself appears in the ballad for
the dead brother. In fact, in both ballads’ death is seen in a special relationship with
life, sometimes as a service to life and sometimes as an obstacle to it. We have two
ways of a life-death relationship. The bride is sacrificed and goes from life to death, to
fulfill the prophecy, while the dead brother is temporarily resurrected, passes from
death to life, to fulfill the purpose.
The resurrection of Constantine in the ballad of the same name shakes the times with
the violation of the taboo of return from the other world, which was once considered
the special (exclusive) attribute of the Messiah, and is followed by the euphemism of
peace with death and the god of qualities his. It can be thought that human power can
be just like that of the gods. The author is seduced by the idea of rebirth and
resurrection, which gives hope to man, at a time when he risks extinction in the
community. In Kadare's work, the transition from biblical resurrection to secular
resurrection is masterfully treated, going beyond the usual mystical background of
interpretation.
Let's look at the basic structure of the ballad referring to the summary with its
variants. The ballad speaks of a large family, usually a family where the mother is
widowed and has 9 sons and a daughter. When the sister reaches the age for marriage
the end of the nineteenth century. After the wall ballad, it is the most widespread and
popular in all Albanian territories. Let's look at the basic structure of the ballad
referring to the summary with its variants. The ballad speaks of a large family, usually
a family where the mother is widowed and has 9 sons and a daughter. When the sister
reaches the age for marriage and the pilgrims come home, the younger brother pushes
her marriage away. The mother doubts that she will be able to meet her daughter so
far away, but the younger brother assures her that whenever the mother wishes to
meet him, he will go and bring the sister home. While shortly after the sister's
marriage in the family a disaster occurs. The brothers all die. The mother mourns and
mourns, at home and in the church cemetery, where the boys rest. She curses her little
brother in the grave because he can no longer see his daughter. On the other hand, the
married girl away is given a very sad ballad and without news about the family. The
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little brother's soul finds no peace until it fulfills the promise it has made. His grave is
constantly described as wet and muddy. His boundless desire to fulfill the promise
magically becomes a reality. The tombstone becomes a horse. He goes to the sister
and convinces her to leave immediately for the mother. The sister suspects her
brother all the time because he looks strange to her and smells of dirt. Her suspicions
are reinforced by the birds that sing along the way, that they are seeing a miracle, the
dead go with the living. The younger brother manages to take his sister to the gate
and then returns to the cemetery. The drama concludes her latest act on the doorstep,
when mother and daughter die of longing and pain, while realizing that little brother
has done something beyond human.
Doruntina was brought by the word given, says Captain Stres who leads the
investigation, while for one of the priests he was brought by a random "someone", for
the Albanian moralists, for the psycho-critics the hostage of incest. However, the
essence of the truth is that Doruntina was brought by the wind of the Renaissance
changes, the shock of medieval morality, the search for the new humanist testament,
where the Holy Man would be the final destination.
The secular ballad of the country presents its version of the resurrection with
Constantine as a Messiah for the countrymen, which differs from the biblical version.
Constantine brought to man the return and partial defeat of death by reviving the
hope of renewal and rebirth.
The legend of Doruntina can be described as the end of a historical era, where the
ancient links between the culture of our people and the culture of other civilized
countries were revealed, visible in some key moments, such as the bond of marriage
in Bohemia, the bond of alliances with barons and nobles near and far, etc. The first
Albanians were an integral part of the continental space, as they moved safely in it.
Meanwhile, the reality in which the work was written is completely different. Albania
was isolated, there were no friends, alliances, open gates, a situation that could
provoke resentment, anger, rage, and resentment. Although politicians demanded the
closure of the country, Kadare's novel preached the opening based on the antiquity of
the Albanians. In this context, Constantine calls for a moral renaissance.
Studies on ballad variants have shown that they have their differences in terms of
certain moments in the ballad. In some variants the brothers in the family die from
the plague, in some, they die from the serpent venom, in some from a battle in a war.
In the vast majority of variants, we do not see the presence of brides or boys at home.
In some variants, it is the mourning of the mother that worries the dead son, in some
others, it is the mourning of the sister. In some variants, it is the God who lifts the
brother from the grave. A two-variant division for the ballad is generally preserved
by scholars. The first type includes those ballads where the mother-son relationship
is the main one and the second type includes those ballads where more importance is
given to the sibling relationship. Romanians and Greeks have the first most common
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variant, Serbo-Croats have the second variant. While Albanians and Bulgarians have
both variants (Kadare et al., 2001).
If we refer to Propp's morphology, this ballad includes a set of functions, such as:
Absenteeism: when Doruntina leaves the family environment to marry a prince away
from Arbëria; Impact: when Doruntina is warned by her mother not to marry in
remote areas; Violation of the prohibition: when Constantine decides to marry his
sister away; The revelation: relates to Captain Stress' investigation into who brought
Doruntina. Also, various allusions are made by characters, such as monks, etc.
Surrender: can be explained by the fact that the promise given to the mother, makes
Constantine dependent to fulfill that promise at all costs; Cunning, Collaboration: in
this case, we cannot talk about cunning or collaboration; Satan or absence: it is
noticed that the mother, as a member of the family, misses her daughter, to have her
close after all her sons had passed away; Mediation: the absence of the mother
becomes known and the hero-Constantine enters into action, as the mother asks him
in the grave to fulfill the given trust; Initial interaction: Constantine considers the way
to resolve the issue, even though it means going from death to life and vice versa;
Departure: in this case, Constantine leaves the life of the dead in order to fulfill the
promise given to the mother.; The first function of the donor: in this case, Constantine
takes the horse to carry out his mission, i.e. there is no donor person; The hero's
reaction: Constantine turns the impossible into the possible; Obtaining a magical
agent: In this case, there is no concrete agent, but the faith, which was sacred among
the Albanians of that time, gives Constantine the power to fulfill it; Leadership:
Constantine goes to his sister's house; War: there is no war in this case, as Constantine
takes the form of a man and persuades his sister to follow him; Branding: Constantine
gets neither sign nor injury in this ballad; Profit: Constantine emerges victorious and
takes his sister home fulfilling the promise given; Liquidation: The issue that sets
Constantine in motion is resolved, as his sister reaches out to the mother; Return:
After completing his mission, Constantine returns to the tomb; Follow-up: No one
could follow Constantine, as he left very quickly; Unknown arrival: There is no
unknown hero even though it is alleged that someone else brought Doruntina;
Unfounded allegations: Doruntina is thought to have been brought in by a stranger;
Difficult task: The hero is not tested directly, but his act is tested through disbelief that
he was the one who brought Doruntina, also tested mothers and sisters who learn a
truth about Constantine; Solution: Stress investigations show that Doruntina was
brought by Constantine, while her mother and sister die after learning what
happened; Recognition: The hero is known, Constantine has kept his Word; Exposure:
We do not have a false hero to appear to people; Transfiguration: Constantine does
not undergo a physical but a moral transfiguration, as he has already won;
Punishment: The punishment of the mother, though she cannot be considered in the
proper position of a devil is her death; Wedding: In this case this feature does not
exist. We see that the ballad "Who brought Doruntina" does not include all the
functions of Propp, but the sequence is almost the same.
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“The Obstructed”
At first glance, the book "Obstructed, requiem for Linda B" may seem like a novel,
which, among other things, talks about the nostalgia of Tirana, famous places, such as
"Skënderbej" square, "Kafe Flora", hotel "Dajti", etc. although its essence is related to
the birth, growth and girlhood of Albanian women in exile. The state and not fate
emerges as the main obstacle in this sense.
The nostalgia built on the memory of past eras, on the same capital, which seems to
change every few years, as a result of the political changes so far, takes on an even
more dramatic nuance if one considers that it is seen and described through the eyes
of someone who is forbidden to trespass in that city. This novel is one of the pinnacles
of Kadare's art, whose clarity and luxurious style are reminiscent of diamond beauty,
which often contrasts with tragedy.
The book shows the condition of a playwright, Rudian Stefa. Like many of Kadare's
protagonists, Stefa is unstable, complex, and deeply unpopular. He is self-esteemed,
obsessed, and unfaithful to his current girlfriend, seeing another woman, Migena
(discovers the anagram), whom he attacks during an argument, hitting her on the
head on several bookshelves. "He had extended his hand as if he wanted to grab a girl
by the hair two or three times in his life, but he had never really done it. "It simply
came to our notice then."
When he is summoned for questioning by the Party Committee, Stefa fears that
Migena has reported him, or that he is in some sort of trouble for his last appearance.
It turns out that his investigators are most concerned about the death of a young
woman, a friend of Migena, Linda B, whose body has been found with a copy of Stefa's
latest book. What follows are details of the investigation, along with excerpts from
Stefa's play, dream sequences, various searches and discoveries, interspersed with
meditations on the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice. Melodrama becomes myth, and
myth, in turn, informs melodrama.
A Girl in Exile is a book about learning to live with the dead, and with death, with
shadows, and with loss. It is about ghosts - about spectators who follow people, places,
states and psyches. In Stefa's game, a ghost testifies in court, but his conversation is
inaudible to the man who killed him and his words about the killer are inaudible to
those sitting in court. "No playwright had dared to make such a change in the ghost
figure in thousands of years. It was not a superficial change - how to make a halfevaporated and half-real ghost, or put it on a dinner jacket and a gas mask - was an
essential reconception. "His ghost would be dual in nature." Kadare is a dual man,
writing about himself separated.
This story, too, is an embodiment of Kadarean nuances and style, thematizing
dictatorial life, but looking at it from different aspects, which create a complete
picture of the social situation (Ukaj, 2017). The powerful narrative unfolds a
metaphor for the tragic fate of a heroine, Linda B, spoken of only through other
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characters, such as Rudian Stefa, writer and playwright, Migena, his girlfriend, and
state security, who investigates the suicide of Born. As a result, playwright Rudian
Stefa comes into play. Linda loved him without his knowledge. This was made
possible through Migena, who had given Linda a book by Rudian, signed by him. Linda
B invents cancer in order to visit the capital challenging state restrictions, but the fact
that her illness did not exist makes her commit suicide. The author uses a rich
narrative, with psychological and artistic insight, to describe Rudian's experience in
relation to the love Linda nurtured for him. The story of Rudian and Linda resembles
the story of Orpheus. The latter descends into the underworld to bring back to life his
girlfriend, Eurydice, but because of his guilt fails in this mission and remains lonely
and sad on earth, just like a dead man among the living.
In addition to the literary image between Rudian and Orpheus, there is also the image
between Eurydice and Linda B, which is followed by the tragic fate of love that is
immortalized after death. In this way, Kadare's prose combines mythological and
psychological dimensions (Avdyli, 2019). Linda B, despite being prevented from
pursuing her love, she is passionate about life being denied. The reasons for the denial
are meaningless and absurd. Because Linda B has never known freedom, she invents
cancer to know it. When nothing changed in her life, she chose a painful end. Painful
was also the tracing of her life after death. On the other hand, playwright Rudian Stefa
was not entirely clean in the eyes of the government due to a drama criticized by the
Communist Party. His relationship with Linda B made the situation more complicated.
Kadare presents through a dramatic story Rudian's sudden entry into the investigator
as well as the fable of the suicidal girl. On one hand, stands the savage power of the
dictatorship that has faded human life and on the other stands the passions and
youthful love (Morgan, 2006).
If we refer to Propp's morphology, this work includes a set of functions, such as:
Abstinence: when Linda B intends to leave the internment environment to go to
Tirana; Impact: when everything else was against this decision, like the ruling party,
etc .; Prohibition violation: Linda B invents cancer to get away with; Detection: relates
to the investigation of her illness which does not actually exist; Surrender: the fact
that she has left with a false diagnosis makes her subject to punishment by the
authorities; Hile: Her friend tries to connect her to reality; Collaboration: Linda B. was
forced by her friend to get a book signed by her playwright boyfriend; Satan or
absence: Rudian appears on stage; Mediation: Linda's friend steps in to introduce him
to Rudian; Initial interaction: Linda B., after falling in love with Rudian considers
considering the way to be close to him, even though it meant risking her life;
Departure: in this case, Linda B. makes the decision to leave the place where she was
interned; The first function of the donor: in this case, there is no donor person; The
hero's reaction: Constantine turns the impossible into the possible; Getting a magic
agent: In this case, there is no concrete agent, but Linda B. tries to resist the harshness
of the proof she has undertaken; Leadership: She heads to Tirana out of love for
Rudian; War: She faces power; Branding: Linda B. gets no sign either; Profit: In this
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case Linda B. does not win; Liquidation: She kills herself; Return: Goes to death;
Prosecution: Her case begins to be investigated; Unknown arrival: There is no
unknown hero, as even Rudian himself had no chance to defeat the fate of the girl he
loved; Unfounded allegations: Investigators allude to Rudian's possible connection to
Linda B .; Difficult task: The hero is not directly tested, but her act is tested, as is
Rudian, who learns the truth about Linda; Solution: Investigations reveal the truth,
but cannot act on the already dead victim; Recognition: The hero is known, Linda B.
represents the fate and tragedy of many Albanian girls in exile; Exposure: We do not
have a false hero to appear to people, as Rudian cannot be; Transfiguration: Linda B.
does not undergo a physical transfiguration due to the tragic last; Punishment:
Violation of the rules of power caused her death; Wedding: In this case this feature
does not exist. We see that the work "The obstructed" does not include all the
functions of Propp (Propp, 2012) but the sequence is almost the same.
Conclusion
Ismail Kadare is one of the most famous Albanian authors in the international arena,
nominated several times for the Nobel Prize in Literature. He came in contact with
contemporary or modern European literature in Moscow. His philosophical approach
made him known as an important innovator in Albanian literature. The novel "The
General of the Dead Army" aroused much controversy. Kadare was positioned as the
advocate of democratizing the country in a new light. He entered history freely
through the literary background
When it comes to the research questions of this study, we can briefly say that
regarding the first question on the influence of contemporary literature of the time
when Kadare's work had its momentum, such as modern, postmodern literature and
the literature of socialist realism, we can say that undoubtedly the influence of
modern literature is clearly seen in Kadare's work, starting from the structural
elements and the method of dealing with themes, while the influence of socialist
realism literature is seen to be minimal, or almost invisible in Kadare's work ,
although his contemporaries acted differently.
Regarding the second question on the influence of popular literature and folklore on
Kadare's work, the influence is clearly seen. Kadare is seen to have a habit of taking
the themes, motives and names of folklore literature, tales, myths and old Albanian
legends, bringing them back modernized, which is one of the main elements of his
success.
Regarding the third research question on the presence of elements of Propp analysis
elements, Kadare uses myth as the mainstay of the novel's edifice. Folk tales of oral
heritage serve as a way of interpreting history in Kadare's work. In Kadare's work,
the conviction of Albanians in Kanun and Besa is presented more than in religion.
Kadare has a special love for the past, which is factual. It takes into account wellknown historical events. Kadare often uses the conventional plot at every step of his
subject. However, he takes into account the deeper meaning of the myth.
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However, in a large number of cases, it is not easy to apply Propp's scheme in the
literature of socialist realism, due to the influence of factors inside and outside the
work, such as the difficulties of the characters in the time of communism, which do
not allow the end of the characters to be happy, just as it happens in fairy tales and
other works according to Propp. On the contrary, they could end up in death, because
the system itself killed their dreams and happiness, as was the case of Linda B. in
Kadare's "Obstructed". It is noticed that the heroes are the common people and that
the devils are persons in power, who create innumerable difficulties for the heroes.
The literature of socialist realism, extending in a not short period, remains completely
uninterpreted: not in the causes and context of flourishing, but in its internal
legitimacy, in the determination of values and anti-values, in the distortion of the
relation of the principles of poetics internal and extra-literary imposing factors, etc.
Outside the complexes related to the political period of communism, today's studies
should be directed to this period, as a scientific necessity, to complete the structure
of the history of the development of literature in Albania. Modernity is a new
interpretation of the secret spirit of the world, it is the search for a new referent for
the world that discovers it by marking it. The intertexts of history and function are
evident in the works taken in the socialist analysis of the 1980s.
On the other hand, we have a kind of opposition from Ismail Kadare, whose work,
although very modern, has received not only a series of motifs from Albanian tales,
myths, and legends, but are also structurally complete and are at the same time works
of which contain more Propp functions than all the works of the various authors of
the period analyzed in the study. It is no coincidence that in this study a special place
is given to the writer Ismail Kadare, as we will see in the following chapters, the most
famous and most translated Albanian writer of all time. Many of the processes of
emancipation and modernization of Albanian literature are explained in the case of
Kadare. The inevitable Albanian modernity cannot be explained without its
paradoxical character. In a characterized traditional or conservative society, the
movements for modernity have not been without consequences, without
misunderstandings. Modern literature, however, has been more modern than Albania
itself.
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Abstract
The end of last century and the beginning of 21st century marked a significant
evolution in information technology and virtual world as a whole, which
influenced and dictated the way of living and working around the world,
especially in the most developed countries. Thanks to this development, it was
possible to cope successfully and continuously during Covid 19 pandemic.
Education as one of the strategic and most sensitive sectors, due to Covid 19
pandemic, faced the online learning platform around the globe. In the US and
in some developed EU countries, the online learning platform has been a
practice applied in the past. However, for many other countries, including
Albania, the online learning platform was something new that students and
faculty had to face at any rate. Yet, are stakeholders ready to face the online
learning platform? This study has analyzed some of the obstacles faced by
students, upon the implementation of the online platform. It will be observed
whether the efficiency of online learning will have the same efficiency as
classical learning. These many other questions will be answered through an
empirical and theoretical analysis that was made possible through an online
survey, which surveyed 1672 students from all private and public universities
operating in the Albanian territory. Multi-factor analysis will be performed
through SPSS program, ANOVA test, and Chi-square (χ2). Finally, some
conclusions finalize this scientific study.
Keywords: online learning, efficiency, satisfaction, performance, difficulty
Introduction
Apart from the fact that information technology has largely boosted the development
of society in all its spheres, the online learning platform has also taken great
advantage. As this teaching model provides flexibility and high-level participation of
students to attend studies, as well as to share ideas between them (Swan et al., 2000).
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Online or distance learning is a phenomenon started over the last decades of the last
century in the developed EU&US countries. According to Dykman & Davis, (2008), this
phenomenon has had an exponential growth at the beginning of new century.
According to an analysis by Seaman, Allen & Seaman, (2018), students who follow
online learning platform in the US, represent over 31.6% of all higher education
students, including postgraduate students. An obvious fact is that students with
disabilities prefer learning on the online platform rather than the traditional learning
model (Mike & Harrington, 2013).
However, because of Covid 19, the development of online learning has become a
normal process in all universities around the globe. Both in the countries that had
already built the culture of online teaching platform, but also the countries that
normally had never thought of this teaching platform at all, in conditions of the
pandemic, although unprepared, many countries, including Albania, were forced to
implement this platform, to successfully close the academic year that had just begun.
Using the online platform was a challenge for all stakeholders, including students,
professors and universities, not to mention society as a whole. Yet, how will the above
stakeholders deal with online platform? Will Albanian students be able to receive and
disseminate knowledge online? What about educators, will they be able to transmit
knowledge through this platform? Do Albanian universities have the adequate
capacities to deal with this phenomenon? Meanwhile, do Albanian families have the
adequate conditions and infrastructure to support their student children, to
successfully overcome this new innovation? These and many other questions will be
answered in this paper through the study hypotheses listed below.
H1: Infrastructure (electricity, computer and internet) affects the online learning
platform.
H2: Online learning platform increases students' satisfaction to attend online classes
H3: The online learning platform increases the learning efficiency of Albanian
students.
Literature review
According to some researches, online learning is a good opportunity to expand the
audience with students, while significantly reducing their expenses (Carruth &
Carruth, 2013). This target group of students may also benefit students from lowincome families, students living in suburban or isolated areas, but especially students
with disabilities, who prefer online learning to traditional teaching formats
”(Verdinelli & Kutner, 2016, p.353). As student interaction increases, it encourages
wider student participation and produces broader discussion in relation to the
traditional teaching platform (D. Smith & Hardaker, 2000). Dykman & Davis, (2008)
believe that learning on the online platform is the most effective and efficient way to
disseminate knowledge and increase cooperation between stakeholders. Even other
researchers think that virtual interaction is less intimidating and more comfortable
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for students than the traditional teaching model (Warschauer, 1997), may encourage
students to participate more in discussions (Citera, 1988).
On the other hand, there are perspectives against online learning platform, because
according to them, today's students have the ability to absorb technology, but do not
have the experience and academic skills to come up with high results in the online
learning platform (Christ. 2007). Further, they worry as many students who follow
online learning platform may feel isolated (Brown, 1996), confused and frustrated
(Hara & Kling, 2000) and that student interest and learning effectiveness may fall
significantly.
Thus, the transition from the traditional model of teaching to online platform, per se
constitutes change and adoption with a new approach to teaching and learning of the
three stakeholders, students, faculty and universities. That can often lead to conflicts
while adopting new roles. The transition to the online platform requires, first of all,
restructuring, profound change in the nature of teaching and learning (Zohar, Degani,
& Vaaknin, 2001; Palloff and Pratt, 2000). In addition to roles, switching to the online
platform vests the educators and students with different responsibilities from the
traditional platform (Coppola et al., 2002; Crichton, 1999), without underestimating
the cultural and personal sensitivity of stakeholders (Bruyn, 2004; Kleinman, 2005),
which play a crucial role in the effectiveness of this platform.
Based on the findings of some researchers, the online learning platform is attractive
for a variety of reasons. First of all, the flexibility of being able to follow a course in
real time and in any kind of location. Therefore, the student is not limited to be present
in the classroom at any rate. Secondly, according to them, the online teaching platform
tends to cost less in general, compared to traditional teaching. All you need is a
computer and internet access. Thirdly, the online learning platform is very attractive
to students who are proficient in technology and enjoy virtual interaction (Carruth &
Carruth, 2013).
Although the younger generation is called the digital generation or the age of internet,
they have the ability and readiness to absorb technology but do not have the
experience and academic skill to excel in online classes (Christ. 2007).
Research methodology
The research is based on the positivist approach with an objectivist ontological
attitude and independent from us as researchers. The focus of this study has
highlighted key components that affect online teaching. Therefore, a questionnaire
was built, divided into 4 sections, for a total of 42 questions. The first section includes
demographic data of the students, followed by other sections of the questionnaire,
which support the analysis of study hypotheses.
The factual data obtained from the survey of 1672 students were used to confirm
hypotheses. Through this quantitative study, the questionnaires were attributed
values according to the Likert scale from 1-5, which corresponds to (1-not at all; 2 a
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little; 3-somewhat; 4- good / sufficient; and 5-very good / excellent). Data were
analyzed through the statistical program SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences,
version 20). Mean, standard deviation, frequency and other statistical data have
described the characteristics of sample population. The hypothesis testing was
performed through the Chi-square test (χ2), where the true statistical level is accepted
at the quota of p <.05.
The sample population is represented by all students in Albania, including private and
public universities, Bachelor level and Master level. While the sample of the study are
1672 students, of whom 1334 are female students, or expressed in percentage, about
79.8%, while the other ones are 338 male students or 20.2% of respondents. Data
show that 1356 students or about 81.1%, are students in public universities and 316
students or about 18.9%, are students in private universities. QuestionPro format was
used for the survey, in google, which was sent to the students’ emails.
Data analysis
As mentioned above, 1672 students from all Albanian universities, public and private
ones, were surveyed in total. The distribution of surveyed students is as follows: in
the first year 418 Bachelor students were surveyed; in the second year 339 Bachelor
students were surveyed; in the third year 523 Bachelor students were surveyed; while
at the professional master level 227 students were surveyed; and recently, 165
students were surveyed at the scientific master level. It transpires that 1239 students
(74.1%) are students coming from urban areas and 433 students (25.9%) are
students from rural areas. Figure no.1 shows the stratification of the sample
administered in the study.
Series1,
Series1,
scientific
proffesional master sdts,
master sdts, 165, 10%
227, 14%

Series1, Fig.
Fig. 1
1, 0, 0%

Series1, first yr
bachelor
degree stds,
first yr bachelor degree stds
418, 25%
second yr bachelor degree
stds
third yr bachelor degree sdts

Series1,
third yr
bachelor
degree sdts,
523, 31%

proffesional master sdts
Series1, second
scientific
sdts
yr master
bachelor
degree stds,
339, 20%

In the meantime, we have attempted to explore the financial possibilities of students
and their families to afford the online learning platform. In the course of data analysis,
it follows that 578 students (34.57%) attend online computer learning, while the rest
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of 1094 students (65.43%) attend online learning via phones /tablets. This is because
59.09% of the total students have in their families another student /pupil brother
/sister who attends studies at the same time. Obviously, the Albanian families are not
capable to equip all their children (students) with a personal computer, thus making
most students attend online education via mobile phone. Further, only 487 students
(29,127%) of the respondents have a personal computer in their family, and the rest
of 1185 students (70,873%) either do not have a computer in their family at all, or if
they do, they should share it with other family members. Therefore, a serious problem
encountered in this research is the lack of infrastructure needed to attend online
learning.
In some families there are even more than one student/pupil. Therefore, according to
the data, 482 students or about 28.8% of the total are the only students in the family.
878 families or about 52.5% of the total number of respondents have two
students/pupils at home. 256 families or about 15.3% of the total have three
students/pupils attending studies and 56 students or about 3.4% of the total are four
students attending studies in one family. Figure no.2 shows students according to
other family members studying at the same time.
Series1,
four
studendets
for family,
56, 3%

Series1, fig.2 ,
0, 0%

Series1, one
student for
fig.2 family , 482,
29%
one student for family

Series1, three
studentes for
family, 256,
15%

two studentes for family
Series1, two
studentes for
family, 878,
53%

three studentes for family
four studendets for family

Another issue encountered during data analysis is the persistent lack of internet and
electricity. According to the study, 1225 students (73.27%) have encountered
problems with Internet or electricity more than once during online learning. Further,
only 447 students (26.73%) confirm there have been no shortages of internet supply
or electricity during online learning, thus causing a negative impact on the attendance
of online courses. Lack of internet or electricity has often affected the loss of interest
and motivation of students to attend classes online.
Another component addressed in this survey is the comfort and convenience of
students to be active part while learning on the online platform. Therefore,
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according to the data it follows that 347 students (20.8%) surveyed did not feel at
all comfortable to be active during online learning, in relation to classical (face-toface) teaching. Further, 321 students (19.2%) believe that they are a little
comfortable to be active in online learning, while 405 students (24.2%) are
somewhat comfortable. 354 students (21.2%) feel good in this type of teaching and
only 242 students (14.5%), feel very comfortable in online teaching, compared to
classical teaching. Hence, as it appears from the survey data, it is clear that only
14.5% of respondents feel very comfortable in the online learning platform.
As regards the difficulty of understanding hard concepts during online learning,
it transpires that only 423 students or about 25.3% of students could understand
everything online, the rest, 1249 students or about 74.7% thereof have encountered
difficulties in understanding difficult terms or concepts while learning online.
Therefore, as it appears from the data, ¾ of the students have encountered
difficulties in obtaining information through online learning platform. Further, the
pleasure/desire that students have to follow online learning platform shows that
498 students or about 29.8% thereof are not satisfied at all, 349 students or about
20.9% thereof are very dissatisfied and 669 students or about 40% thereof are
somewhat satisfied and only 156 students or about 9.3% thereof are fully satisfied,
while 48.2% of the surveyed students would not recommend it at all, or would
barely recommend the online platform to be followed by other students.
Furthermore, as regards the question of whether they are ready to face challenges
with online learning, we see that there is a sort of hesitation on the part of students,
as 20.5% of them are not at all ready to face challenges on the online learning
platform, while 22.1%, are a little ready; 29.5% are somewhat ready; 18.4% are
ready and only 9.5% are very ready to face challenges on the online learning
platform. Hence, as data shows, it follows that most students are not ready to deal
with the online learning platform. Even most of them consider attending online
learning a waste of time. The survey shows that 42.1% of students believe it is worth
little or nothing at all to attend online. Only 14.5% of them believe it is worth
attending online education, while the rest are unbiased. Below, figure 4 reflects
situation more clearly.
Pearson’s correlation analysis for the main study variables
• H1: Infrastructure (electricity, computer and internet) affects the online learning
platform.
Based on Pearson's bivariate correlation analysis for the main variables of the first
hypothesis, it follows there is a positive relationship between the two dependent and
independent variables. Independent variables (electricity, computer, and internet)
positively / negatively affect the online learning platform. Specifically, the value of
correlation coefficient between the two variables is 0.174 and the confidence level
(observed alpha) is 0.0012 less than 5%, which means there is a positive statistically
stable relationship between the two study variables.
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H2: Online learning platform increases students' satisfaction to attend online courses
Following the Pearson bivariate analysis of correlation, in the second hypothesis of
study, it was found negative relationship between the two variables. The correlation
coefficient in this case is -0.089, which means that continuing to learn on the online
platform reduces students' satisfaction in learning. Accordingly, there is a negative,
statistically stable relationship between these two variables, where the confidence
level is 0.023, which is less than 5% (observed alpha <5% or p <.05).
H3: Online learning platform increases the learning efficiency of Albanian students
Again, through the Pearson bivariate analysis of correlation, for the third hypothesis
of study, it transpired that there is a negative relationship between the two variable
ofs online learning and learning efficiency of Albanian students. The correlation
coefficient in this case is-0.93. This analysis confirmed that there is a negative,
statistically stable relationship between these two variables, where the level of
confidence is 0.041, which is less than 5% (observed alpha <5% or p <.05). Therefore,
from the data it followed that online learning platform negatively affects the learning
efficiency of Albanian students.
Chi-Square Test Analysis
H1: Infrastructure (electricity, computer and internet) affects the online learning
platform
From the analysis of the Chi-Square Test it follows that the observed statistic with a
value of 42,143, with a degree of freedom 16, and a security level of 0.021 that is less
than 0.05 (0.021 <0.05), confirms that hypothesis is applicable. What we understand
is that electricity, computers and internet are key factors for the online learning
platform. Therefore, the first hypothesis is proven.
• H2: Online learning increases students' satisfaction to attend online classes
Further, the analysis of Chi-Square Test, for the second hypothesis of study, showed
that online learning platform does not increase the students' satisfaction to attend
online classes. The observed statistics of Chi-Square Test assumes value at 37,204,
with a degree of freedom 16, and a security level of 0.086 that is higher than 0.05
(0.086> 0.005), showing that hypothesis is not applicable. Therefore, from the above
data we understand that second hypothesis is not proven. Learning on the online
platform does not increase the satisfaction of Albanian students to attend online
classes.
H3: Online learning platform increases the learning efficiency of Albanian students.
Further, regarding the third hypothesis of study, the Chi-Square Test analysis does not
prove it. Specifically, H3 shows that it assmues value at the quota of 39.004, with a
degree of freedom 16, and a security level of 0.164 that is higher than 0.05 (0.164>
0.005), so the hypothesis is not applicable. What we understand is that the third
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hypothesis of the study is not proven. According to the data, learning on the online
platform does not increase the learning efficiency of Albanian students.
Conclusions
During data analysis it follows that 578 students (34.57%), attend online learning on
the computer, while the remaining 1094 students attend online learning via mobile
phones /tablets. Meanwhile, only 487 students (29,127%) of the respondents have a
personal computer in their family and the rest of 1185 students (70,873%) either do
not have a computer in their family at all, or if they do, they should share it with other
family members. In some families there are even more than one student. So according
to the data, 482 students or about 28.8% of the total are single students in the family.
878 families or about 52.5% of the total surveyed have two students / pupils at home
and 256 families or about 15.3%, of the total have three students/pupils attending
studies and 56 families have 4 children students/pupils attending studies
simultenously.
Apparently, a serious problem encountered in this research is the lack of
infrastructure needed to attend online learning. Thus, the inability of Albanian
families to supply all their children (students) with a personal computer, makes most
of the students attend online education via mobile phone.
The lack of internet or electricity has often affected the non-attendance of lectures /
seminars, which has also influenced the loss of interest and motivation of students to
attend classes online. Hence, as it appears from the data, most of the students are
dissatisfied with their results through the online learning platform.
Therefore, as observed from the data, it follows that most of the students are not ready
to deal with the online learning platform. Even a vast majority thereof consider
attending online learning a waste of time, as a large number of students encounter
serious problems in understanding difficult concepts during lectures on the online
platform.
In the meantime, the research results showed that pursuing studies online adversely
affects the satisfaction of students and the efficiency of learning of Albanian students.
Thus, the above components have turned out to be essential components for achieving
high results in studies for Albanian students.
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Instrumental Role of Foreign Language Learning in Public
and Non- Public Pre-University Education System in Albania
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Abstract
This paper addresses the role of instrumentality in foreign languages learning
with focus English language, taught in public and non- public pre-university
education system in Albania. By conducting the Attitude Motivation Test
Battery, for the scale "Instrumental Orientation" with a measuring Likert scale
ranging from 1-6, overall, high schools students have stated that learning
English is important for many reasons like: career upgrading, with item mean
value (M=5.6); Learning English makes them more educated (M=5.05) ; It will
help them find a good job (M=5.8) ; And, learning English is important because
other people will respect them more if they speak English (M=4.1). The oneway ANOVA procedure was conducted to examine the mean values for each
group of school and differences for the dependent variable instrumental
orientation of the foreign language between three groups of schools: 1.urban
public high school with a sample size representation of 63.6%. 2. Rural public
high school with a sample size representation of 23 %; 3. Non-public high
school with a sample size representation of 13.4%. The ANOVAs descriptive
statistics for the instrumental orientation according to groups of school found
that mean value for urban public high school is (M= 4.3) ; For Rural public
high school is (M= 5.6) ; For non-public high school is (M= 5.4). Post Tukey
HSD procedure for comparisons of groups indicated that the difference
between urban public and rural high schools is (-1.3) with a non significant
value (p= .1, p>.5). The difference between urban public high schools and nonpublic is (-1.1), a non-significant result (p=.87, p>.5). A significant small
difference (0.2) for instrumental orientation of foreign language (p=.041, p<.5)
was found only for the groups of rural public high school and non - public
schools. In formal education system in Albania, students attending rural high
schools are more instrumentally oriented to learn English compared to their
peers attending non public high schools.
Keywords: public and non- public pre-university education system, urban and rural
high schools, instrumental role of the foreign language
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Introduction
Actually, Albania is a country heading toward European integration and is completing
tasks assigned by European Union to reach the status of full membership. Being also
a country with continuous emigration drive abroad, Albanians have met many
cultures and have faced the need to learn foreign languages, most commonly English
language. Due to the rising need of meeting foreigners over the last three decades in
different situations, learning English language became the passport to certain paths
like, travelling abroad, meeting new people, making business, exchanging
information, finding a better job, getting better education increasing promotion
chances. Due to the advantages of learning English as a foreign language, grew the
necessity to enhance its importance by upgrading the school curriculum in preuniversity education system in Albania, which actually has undergone many
significant changes dependent on a variety of formal educational policies and reforms
over the last decades1. An increasing number of English classes to three classes a week
at school has emerged to the school curriculum, also by adding English language class
to the curriculum since the first grade elementary school, as a pilot study for year
2021-2022. Since 2005 English subject is a mandatory foreign language state
examination for high school education with objective to reach the required scores for
the students` preference of a study program for university enrollment. Furthermore,
admissions in the second and third cycle of studies in higher education are only
possible by taking international exams from level B1-C1 (CFER)2. Thus it is crucial to
make researches on the importance of English language learning in formal education
to examine whether the students performance and their orientations to language go
in line with recent reforms and the country`s education strategies toward European
integration.
Literature Review
Gardner R.C., Gardner and Lambert W. (1972), identified two motives why people
learn another language: 1. Integrative motive, and, 2. Instrumental motive. A major
distinction was made by Gardner (1985a), precisely between orientations, i.e. the set
of reasons for learning a language, which represent a kind of purpose similar to what
Gardner calls the driving force in any situation, (Gardner, 2001a, p. .6). Continuity of
orientation (the purpose of language learning) can be instrumental (recognizing the
practical benefits of language learning) or integrative (a sincere and positive interest
in people and cultures that use a foreign language, (Gardner R.C., 2009). Gardner's
theory does not belong to theories of orientation (Dörnyei Z., 2001c); consequently
the focus of his theory is motivation rather than orientation. Instrumental role refers
Source: Language Education Policy Profile: ALBANIA, Country Report, 2016
https://rm.coe.int/language-education-policy-profile-albania-country-report/16807b3b2d
2 Udhezim Nr. 52, datë 3.12.2015 Azhornuar me udhëzimin nr. 5, datë 16.02.2017, Udhëzimin nr. 11, datë
10.04.2017, Udhëzimin nr. 20, datë 22.09.2017
https://arsimi.gov.al/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Udhezimi-nr.-52-dhe-ndryshimet-e-tij.pdf
1
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to language learning for pragmatic reasons and concrete benefits such as career,
better education or high economic perspective, related to language perfection. If, for
example, an individual is motivated to learn a foreign language for pragmatic reasons,
then it is to be expected that he will be less motivated once he has achieved his
objectives (Gardner & MacIntyre, 1991, cited in Gardner, 2005, p.12). In the research
of Gardner et. al. (1972), (1985), (1991), (2006), the integrative role of the foreign
language has dominated its functional role. Gardner R.C. (1985), states that: "despite
the results in the studies of Gardner and Lambert (1959), it is possible that students
oriented to the effect of the instrumental role of language may be more motivated,
than those motivated by the integrative motive for them. The study conducted by
Clément, Dornyei and Noels (1994), reinforced the issue of integrative and
instrumental motivation. They observed the attitudes and motivations of 301 high
school students in Hungary who learn English as a foreign language and concluded
that Gardner R.C. (2000) integrative motivation was related to instrumental reasons
among others. Integrative orientation is defined as “a sincere and personal interest in
the people and culture represented by the other language group” (Lambert, 1974, p.
98), while instrumental orientation pertains to the potential pragmatic gains of L2
proficiency, such as to get a better job or to pass a required examination.
Methodology
Research Questions
At what degree are high school students instrumentally oriented to learn English
language in formal education in Albania?
Are there any differences for the scale of instrumental orientation between the three
groups of schools: urban public high schools, rural public high schools and non public
high schools?
Sample size
The sample size in this research was calcualted with the stattistical method Raosoft
Sample size Calculator with a confidence boundary 95% and error acceptance
coefficient 5% After calculating the data of total population, it resulted the sample
size in this research was (N=400). Through the ‘Stage and Cluster Sampling’, technique
for sample distribution according to categorical variable group of school, the sample
size for the urban public high school is 63.56 %, (N=252) students. Rural public high
school is 23%, (N=92) students and non public high school is 13.44%, (N=54)
students. (See Table 1)
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Table 1: Descriptive statistics for the sample distribution of independent variable
`Group of Schools`
Frequencie Percentag Valid
Cumulative
s
e
percentage percentage
valid

Urban public high school

252

63.6

63.6

63.6

Rural public high school

92

23.0

23.0

86.6

Non public high school

54.

13.4

13.4

100.0

Total

440

100.0

100.0

Instrument
The Attitude Motivation Test Battery, AMTB, (Gardner R.C., 2004), international
version is used in this research for the scale: "Instrumental Orientation" of English
language.
The scale is composed of four items: 1.Studying English is important because I need it
for my career. 2. Studying English is important because it will make me more
educated. 3. Studying English is important because it will be useful in finding a job. 4.
Studying English is important because other people will respect me more if I know
English.1 The scoring system is based on a LIkert scale ranging from 1-6. Codes (1-3)
indicate negative values and 4-6 indicate positive values for the subscale.
Test reliability
Cronbach's internal reliability coefficients were analyzed as by recommendation for
test application in Albania, which is the same analysis conducted in a broad research
in other countries in Europe, where the Socio Educational Model was applied
(Gardner R.C., 2005, p.18). The values of the Alpha Cronbach coefficients for the
internal reliability for ` `Instrumental Orientation ` scale was above (.7), which meets
the criteria that: "Ideally, the Cronbach alpha coefficient of a scale should be above
(.7), (DeVellis 2012, cited in Pallant J., 2016, p. 116). In this research the instrumental

Attitude/Motivation Test Battery AMTB item-key’ document., Questionnaire Keys Master,
http://publish.uwo.ca/~gardner/docs/questionaries ( Gardner R.C., 2004, Item key document).
Gardner R.C.,1985, Test manual; Technical Report
Gardner Robert C., (2005). Integrative motivation and second language acquisition Canadian Association
of Applied Linguistics/Canadian Linguistics Association Joint Plenary Talk - May 30, 2005, London,
Canada http://publish.uwo.ca/~gardner/docs/caaltalk5final.pdf
1
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orientation scale has good internal consistency, with a Cronbach alpha coefficient
reported of (. 76). (See Table 2)
Table 2. Alpha Cronbach coefficient for internal reliability of AMTB scale of `
Instrumental
Orientation`
Subscale of AMTB

Alfa Cronbach

Instrumental Orientation `

.76

Preliminary analysis
The continuous variable of `Instrumental Orientation` was checked for normal
distribution of values before conducting ANOVA procedure. Indicators of asymmetry,
localization and variation for this variable showed that this variable did not meet the
conditions for normal distribution as the asymmetry values were: (-, 253) and the
extreme values: (kurtosis -, 127), thus indicating the distribution was not normal. Also
Kolmogorov Smirnov test did not reach the level of significance (p ≤ .05). The
significant (p) value in this research was higher (p>.08). With reasonably large
samples, skewness will not ‘make a substantive difference in the analysis’
(Tabachnick & Fidell 2013, p. 80). Kurtosis can result in an under-estimate of the
variance, but this risk is also reduced with a large sample (200+ cases: see Tabachnick
& Fidell 2013, p. 80, cited in Pallant J., 2016, p. 73).
Furthermore, the Levene Test for homogeneity of variance in scores is the same for
each of the three groups because the assumption of homogeneity of variance is not
violated. The significance p value in this research is reported p=.>09, thus p>.05. (See
Table 3)
Table 3. Homogeneity test of the variable of ` Instrumental Orientation`

Instrumental Orientation

Levene Statistic

df1

df2

Sig.

2.818

2

380

.090

Data Analysis and Variables
The variables included in this reach are: 1. the categorical independent variable
(group of school) and 2. Dependent continuous variable (instrumental orientation)
presented in a Likert measuring scale (1-6).
The data gathered for (N=400) were examined for mean values (minimum and
maximum values), standard deviations, frequencies in percentages for the whole
scale of instrumental orientation. One-way ANOVA procedure was conducted to check
if there were significant differences in the mean scores on the dependent variable
across the three groups. Post-hoc comparisons using the Tukey HSD test was
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processed to check where exactly the differences between the groups existed and
there was significance of result.
Results
1. First Research Question Results
The descriptive data for overall level of ‘Instrumental Orientation` includes a total
sample of N=400 students. Scores from 1-3 indicate negative motivation values and
scores from 4-6 indicate increasing positive values of "Instrumental Orientation". In
a Likert scale from 1-6, the mean value of the Motivation scale is: M = 5.14 and SD =.
16. The minimum value of the scale is (1) and its maximum value is (6). High school
students (N = 400) are moderately oriented to learn English for instrumental reasons.
(See Table 4)
Table 4. Descriptive data for the scale: Instrumental Orientation

Instrumental Orientation

N

Minimum
value

Maximum
value

Mean

SD

400

1.00

6.00

5.14

0.16372

Overall, 21.4 % of students have expressed negative instrumental language
orientation and a majority of 78.6%; have been positive to the scale. The most
frequent answer code selected was "Absolutely Agree (6)" with N=180 respondents.
Only 11 students have shown absolutely no indication for instrumental language
orientation. (See Table 5)
Table 5. Frequencies for scale: Instrumental Orientation
Instrumental
Orientation
Valid

Frequencies

Percentages

Valid
percentages

Cumulative
percentages

Absolutely
disagree`
(1),

11

2.8

2.8

2.8

Moderately
disagree (2),

23

5.8

5.8

8.6

Slightly
disagree (3)

51

12.8

12,8

21.4

Slightly
Agree (4),

90

22.6

22.6

44.0

Moderately
Agree (5),

45

10.8

10.8

54.8

Absolutely
Agree (6)

180

45.2

45.2

100.0

Total

400

100.0

100.0
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2. Second Research Question Results
The ANOVAs descriptive statistics for the instrumental role according to groups of
school found that mean value for urban public high school is (M= 4.3, SD=.033) ; For
Rural public high school is (M= 5.6, SD=059) ; And, for Non-public high school is (M=
5.4, SD=.076). (See Table 6)
Table 6. Descriptive data for the independend variable "Instrumental Orientation"
according to school groups
N
Standard
Deviation

Mean

Instrum
ental
Orientat
ion

Std.
Error

95%
Mean
Confidence Interval
Lower
Bound

Upper
Bound

Urban
public high
school

252

4,3470

0,1368

,03361

4,1811

4,3130

Rural
public high
school

92

5,6195

0,2181

,05987

4,1818

5,6172

Nonpublic high
school

54

5,4339

0,1937

,07674

5,1827

5,4850

Total

400

4,3478

0,1637

,02743

4,2940

4,4016

One-way ANOVA procedure indicated there are significant differences in the mean
scores on the dependent variable across the three groups: p = .036, p<.05, F (2.348) =
4.019. df=400. The result is statistically significant, p = .036. However with very large
samples, in this case (N =400), even the smallest differences can be significant, despite
the fact that this difference has little practical significance (Pallant J., 2010, p.219).
(See table 7)
Table 7. ANOVA sum of squares within the groups and between the groups, degrees
of freedom and significance p value for Instrumental Orientation
Sum of squares

degrees of freedom

Mean square

F

Sig.

Between groups

2.759

2

1.380

4.019

.0361

Within groups

2433.532

348

1.354

Total

2436.291

400

Post-hoc comparisons using the Tukey HSD test indicated that the difference between
urban public and rural high schools is (-1.3) with a non significant value (p= .1, p>.5).
The difference between urban public high schools and non- public is (-1.1), non110

ISSN 2411-9563 (Print)
ISSN 2312-8429 (Online)

European Journal of Social Science
Education and Research

July - December 2022
Volume 9, Issue 2

significant result (p=.87, p>.5). A significant small difference (0.2*) for instrumental
role of foreign language (p=.041, p<.5) was found only for the comparison of rural
public high school and non - public schools. (See Table 8)
Table 8. Results of the Post Hoc procedure for `Instrumental Orientation` differences
between the three groups
HSD Tukey
Dependent
Variable

(I)
School
group
Urban
public
high
schools

Instrumental
Orientation
Rural
public
high
schools

Nonpublic
schools

(J)
School
group
Rural
public
high
schools
Nonpublic
schools
Urban
public
high
schools
Nonpublic
schools
Urban
public
high
schools
Rural
public
high
schools
Rural
public
high
school

Mean
Differences
(I-J)

Std
Error

Sig.

Confidence
Interval
95%
Lower
Upper
Bound
Bound

-1.301

.06674

1.000

-.1124

.2074

-1.143

.08234

.875

-.2842

.1104

1.301

.06674

1.000

-.2074

.1124

.0267*

.09416

.041

-.3600

.0913

1.143

.08234

.875

-.1104

.2842

-.0267*

.09416

.041

-.0913

.3600

* p<.05.

Discussions
The results in this research go in line with researches featured by two dimensions: 1.
Time (mostly with studies at the beginning of Socio education Model agenda during
eighties and nineties). And: 2.Research location (mostly with studies in countries in
the Middle and Far East, like Libya, Sudan, India, Japan, Taiwan, Arabia, Iran, etc.),
basically not European countries. For example, in this study, the moderate values for
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instrumental orientation M=5,1 and the fact that 78.6%, have been positive to the
scale match mainly with findings in the studies of R. C. Gardner and P. D. MacIntyre
(1991) who demonstrated that both integrative motivation and instrumental
motivation facilitated learning. Other results indicated that instrumentally motivated
students studied longer than non instrumentally motivated students when there was
an opportunity to profit from learning, Gardner R.C., (1985), (2001). Gardner (1985)
illustrates that, this was possible in a study that Lukman conducted in Mumbai with
60 Marathi-speaking high school students, using the scale of attitudes towards the
English-speaking community and integrative and instrumental reasons for language
learning, it turned out that instrumental reasons had a stronger correlation with
language perfection. The findings, in Albania about the very low impact that public
high schools, in urban and rural areas, and non-public high schools have on students
for the instrumental role of foreign language, coincide with the stable theory and
empirical research of (Gliksman , Gardner & Smythe, 1982), (Clément, Smythe &
Gardner, 1978), (Gardner, Moorcroft & Metford, 1989), (Gardner, Lalonde, Moorcroft
& Evers, 1987), (Robert Gardner, (1985, 2001, 2005), that the learning process of
foreign language, also relates to individual differences, cognitive, affective and
personal aspects.
The most recent researches have found that the instrumental orientation had a
positive mild and significant correlation between the instrumental correlation and
achievement in foreign language of high school students in Albania (r=.305), Softa V.
(2016). In another study it was found that the majority of the participants (Taiwanese
university students' learning English) were mostly oriented for travel, instrumental,
integrative reasons and intrinsic motivation and these motives have a strong
correlation with the ideal L2 self. "To a large extent, I believe these EFL learners have
the view that if they speak English fluently, they will be able to travel around the
world, explore various countries and cultures, and be successful in their future studies
and career" (cited in Hsuan-Yau Tony Lai, 2013. p.97.)
Gökhan Öztürk,
NurdanGürbüz, (2013) found that instrumentality is more important than integration
for male students. Few significant differences were found between learners of French
and Spanish, which were both, deemed to have continued instrumental value despite
the dominance of English in the world today, (Leigh Oakes, 2013). This finding goes
in line with the result in this research that 45.2% of high students in Albania are
absolutely oriented to instrumental reasons for learning English.
Conclusions
A one-way between-groups analysis of variance was conducted to explore the impact
of groups of schools on student’s instrumental orientation as measured by the
Attitude motivation Test Battery, Gardner, R.C 2004. Participants, (N=400) were
divided into three groups according to the type of school they attended (urban public
high school, rural public high school, non public high school). Despite reaching
statistical significance, the actual difference in mean scores between the groups was
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quite small. In a Likert measuring scale from (1-6), the overall foreign language
instrumental orientation was moderate (M=5.1). High school students stated that
learning English is important for many reasons like: career upgrading, mean value
(M=5.6) ; Learning English makes them more educated (M=5.05) ; It helps them find
a good job (M=5.8) ; Learning English is important because other people will respect
them more if they speak English (M=4.1). Post-hoc comparison procedure using the
Tukey HSD test indicated that the difference between urban public and rural high
schools is (-1.3) with a non significant value (p= .1, p>.5). The difference between
urban public high schools and non- public is (-1.1), non-significant result (p=.87,
p>.5). A significant small difference (0.2*) for instrumental role of foreign language
(p=.041, p<.5) was found only for the comparison of rural public high school and non
- public schools. Students attending rural high schools were more instrumentally
oriented to learn English than the students in urban areas and their peers in non
public high schools.
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